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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
e-Service 

Sunday 15 May 2022 
“A Car Journey” series 

LOSING OUR WAY 
Taking our eye off the road ahead!!! 

 
We come with others to rejoice that Our Lord is always with us to guide us as we 
come to worship Him our living God. With Him we are NEVER lost. 
 
Opening Prayer 
O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to you and listen 
to your Word on this your day. That you died and rose again for the remission/ 
forgiveness of our sins and for eternal life with you.  
 
We are looking at car journeys and how we can align them with our journey through 
life. Both are never easy and often strewn with problems. Rarely are we cruising along 
a road built as a plane’s runway – level - smooth – wide – straight – empty – no trees 
to fall over - and long. So, this is reflected in the hymns, reading and what I have been 
led to say or more correctly written. 
 
I entered YouTube’s search box – “road hymns.” From the selection I have chosen 
today’s hymns, some are probably new to us. Hopefully, we will be encouraged as we 
listen and/or sing along. 
 
Our 1st hymn 
It seems travelling on physical roads or the road of life is difficult and full of problems. 
We can be tempted onto what looks like an easier road. 
It’s not an easy road 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjeYwVo8NZg 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

 For peace in Ukraine. 
 For peace and goodwill amongst us all.  
 Our e-Service spreads across the globe to its farthest point.  
 For those who are ill / undergoing treatment / awaiting tests or treatment that 

you will give them peace and confidence of healing. 
 For the Barnabas Fund prayer for today. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
2nd hymn  
Whatever we may think or wish we all must travel along the road of life. Hence our 2nd 
hymn.  
Along the road of life 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1X7M0_oZ6A 
 
READING 
Luke 15:11-32 
New International Version 
The Parable of the TWO “Lost” Sons 
I have always disagreed with the title given to this parable as the ‘prodigal son.’ The 
parable is about TWO sons and I have always been annoyed when a speaker having 
chosen this parable only speaks about the younger son. This is a disservice to our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The parable is about TWO sons, the younger and elder both of 
whom lost their way. You will read in the opening words ----  
 
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had TWO sons. 12 The younger one said 
to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So, he divided his 
property between them. 
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in 
need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 
his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were 
eating, but no one gave him anything. 
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my 
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So 
he got up and went to his father. 
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him, and kissed him. 
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
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22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. 
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let 
us have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found.’ So, they began to celebrate. 
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going 
on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf 
because he has him back safe and sound.’ 
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So, his father went out and 
pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I have been 
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a 
young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for 
him!’ 
31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 
 
3rd hymn 
We dream of our road of life being easy but that is not so, our road can be rough and 
steep. Jo & I recently went into the Surrey Hills to visit a National Trust house. The 
roads were steep, sometimes bumpy and seemed full of cyclists & runners & cars. 
When the road is rough and steep 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UF7xgQwKlpc 
 
LET US LOOK AT HIS WORD 
Luke 15:11-32 
New International Version 
The Parable of the TWO Lost Sons 
11 Jesus continued: His preaching by telling a parable “There was a man who had two 
sons. NB TWO sons. The Father represented His own Father, God, who we know as 
God the Father and the parable’s father’s two sons who represented US – well are 
we one or other? The females amongst you do not go to sleep as the story applies to 
you as well. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the 
estate.’ So, he divided his property between them. An unusual request, but probably 
not unheard of then, as now. Seems frequently used today as the bank of Mum & Dad 
to help buy their sons and daughters their houses. Others take the cash. 
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 
country The most distant one for us is no contest at being New Zealand 19,000 km 
away down the east coast from Christchurch. Despite what Pure NZ tourist may say 
and beguile you into believing it is certainly not paradise island. and there squandered 
his wealth in wild living. Yes, it is very possible to do this in NZ, as in all countries. 
There are always plenty of people wanting to fleece you of your money. Prostitution 
is legal in NZ and major cities have red light zones that are marked with road signs. I 
mention this as it is possible to believe we are on the correct road when we have 
without realising slipped onto the wrong road. Who would believe we could go astray 
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in NZ! 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen 
of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach 
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. Oh, dear what 
a situation. He set out on what he thought was the correct route, but that turned out 
to be the very worst and wrong route. I am sure when Jesus spoke this parable it ‘rang 
bells’ with his hearers and does so today. Conditions then were the same as today. 
We have all set out on car journeys and then lost our way. Usually, it is a minor 
inconvenience or embarrassment but occasionally fatal. I set out for a Girls’ Brigade 
camp with a van full of food and other supplies, including a tumble dryer! 
Accompanying me was the Minister’s wife and I took a wrong turn in Kent and instead 
of the Hasting’s road we took the Dover road to France! But we were quickly back on 
the right road. On another occasion I did not see the sign saying a main road in Norfolk 
turned left and went straight on into bean field much to the amusement of the locals 
as I turned round. Two British soldiers during the NI Troubles took the wrong turn and 
were lynched.  

# We need always to ensure we keep on the right road of life and know when 
we have left it.  

At least the younger son realised he was on the wrong road and we are told  
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my 
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So 
he got up and went to his father.  

# This is a brave and correct thing to do. # If we have gone onto the wrong 
road, we need to bold enough to recognise this and make this admission to 

Jesus and ask for forgiveness of all those concerned. 
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him, and kissed him. 
God / Jesus knows our every move and where we are and will know if we are wanting 
to come back to Him. 

# God our Father’s / Jesus’ love for us is always there – the lack of it is our 
failure to ask for that love.  

People say God / Jesus does not speak to me.  
# NO, God / Jesus speaks to us – it is we who do NOT listen and hear. We 

have switched off our receiver. God / Jesus is always speaking to us. 
We then hear about the father’s party  
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. 
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let 
us have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found.’ So, they began to celebrate. Of course, God / Jesus is going 
to celebrate a lost soul returning to the fold. Why would they not do this as in the story 
the earthly father does.  

# God / Jesus welcome is always going to be infinitely greater as we are to 
have eternal life and forgiveness of our sins. 
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# God always has a warm embrace for one of His ‘lost’ sons/daughters even 
before that son/daughter spoke with Father.  

It is so important to deal with the older son’s story to complete what Jesus said for in 
some respects the older son’s error could be considered greater. 25 “Meanwhile, the 
older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 
dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going 
on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf 
because he has him back safe and sound.’ 
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So, his father went out and 
pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I have been 
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a 
young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for 
him!’ 
31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 
Do we have an inner resentment for lost souls who are not of our social standing? 
and inwardly mutter to ourselves as the older son said, ‘Look! All these years I have 
been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even 
a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who 
has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf 
for him!’ 
Jesus wanted to highlight that we need to welcome ALL into the Kingdom who profess 
Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Our love should be there before they even speak these 
words. We must not forget that whilst we remain in intimate contact with Jesus, God, 
and the Holy Spirit (Holy Trinity) we remain from spiritual harm and our place with 
them in heaven is assured, although our earthly body may be abused that is a fleeting 
episode compared with eternity.  
Losing our way and wandering astray, we do so at our peril.  

# He is always willing to receive us back at anytime, as the younger son did, 
repent of our failures. He needs to be assured we are back with Him.  

# If we are the older son then we too must welcome back any into His kingdom 
with open arms all that have repented.  

# It is not for us to make that judgement who should enter the Kingdom.  
Jesus wants to ensure we are all on the right road with Him and He will keep us safe 
and guide us.  
 
4th Hymn 
This one was chosen by asking YouTube for their Communion hymns. This is a new 
one for us and hopefully is acceptable.  
Gifts of bread and wine 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_HE_1-VcSI 
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COMMUNION 
 
Optional Communion (for those unable to meet in church) 

If you wish to include communion as part of your worship, find yourself some bread 
and wine (or juice) and click on this link 
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=na33U_QaEGQ at the appropriate time. 
 
5th Hymn 
Whatever we may think or wish we all must travel along the road of life and with 
hopefully Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
At the name of Jesus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7w-tDjlpgk 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
The Grace 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”  Amen 
 
 
If anyone has any questions or would like to learn more about Jesus, please ask or 
send an email to contact@altonbaptist.org.uk 
 


