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Welcome to this e-service as we have the opportunity to offer praise and worship to 
our faithful, loving Heavenly Father and learn more about Him as we study the Bible.  
 
Psalm 46:10 
“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth.” 
 
Song: Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here (MP 50) 
In faith receive from Him 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOCfPjLOvC4 
 
Prayer: 
Loving heavenly Father we thank you that we can be still and come to You with 
reverence and fear for You are Holy. You are the radiant King of light and You come 
to cleanse and heal. We confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed and 
we ask for your forgiveness.  We ask that as we spend time in Your presence that 
the Holy Spirit will enable us to worship You in spirit and truth in the Name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Song: He will hold me fast 
Christ will hold me fast 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLmuJCExjY4 
 
Intercessory Prayer: - As we come to prayer it is good that in these uncertain and 
unstable times that the Lord will hold us fast: - 

 Let us bring before the Lord the terrible situation in the Ukraine and the impact 
that this is having upon innocent and vulnerable people.  

 May wisdom be given to world leaders that they may be guided to take 
appropriate action in dealing with the political instability in the world. 

 We pray that the church will faithfully proclaim the gospel message both in 
word and deed. 

 Bring to the Lord those you know that need His help at this time, remembering 
Graham and Ollie. 

 
Song: Dear Lord and Father of mankind (MP 111) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqOnjmr9Ah0 
 
Prayer 
Father as we turn to Your  Word we ask that the Holy Spirit will open our hearts and 
minds to receive the truths that will guide us in the choices we make day by day so 
that we might faithfully proclaim the message of salvation by the way we live.  Amen 



Choices on the Way 

Acts 4 

The Believers Share Their Possessions 

32All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their 
possessions were their own, but they shared everything they had. 33With great power 
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s 
grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34that there were no needy persons 
among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, 
brought the money from the sales 35and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to anyone who had need. 36Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the 
apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”), 37sold a field he 
owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet. 

Ananias and Sapphira  

5: 1Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of 
property. 2With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, 
but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet. 3Then Peter said, “Ananias, how 
is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have 
kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4Didn’t it belong to 
you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? 
What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings 
but to God.” 5When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized 
all who heard what had happened. 6Then some young men came forward, wrapped 
up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 7About three hours later his wife 
came in, not knowing what had happened. 8Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the 
price you and Ananias got for the land?” “Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 9Peter 
said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of 
the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.” 
10At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in 
and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11Great 
fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events. 

 
Every day we make choices. In Every Day with Jesus the writer made the following 
statements regarding the making of decisions and choices. “Each decision about 
how we live our life lies within our gift. We simply say yes or no to God. We 
constantly face a choice between serving God or ourselves and this presents us with 
a choice between freedom or imprisonment.” In Acts chapter 4 we are clearly shown 
how the decisions made by a group of believers contrasts with the decision made my 
Ananias and Sapphira. One leads to grace being experienced among them and the 
other leads to death. 
 
As we look at the group of believers we note in verse 32, “they were one in heart and 
mind.” The importance of watching over our hearts and minds is fundamental to the 
choices we make, not least in the way we regard our possessions. Matthew 6: 19 – 
21 states, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 



destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.” We see that the hearts of the believers meant that they 
shared everything they had. This passage mentions that the believers did not claim 
possessions as their own but in stating that they shared everything it can be 
considered that not only did they share their treasure but they were prepared to 
share their talent and time too. 
 
Ephesians 4: 11 – 13 states, “11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare 
God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until 
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 
This passage shows that we are given different talents in order to equip us for works 
of service. If we fail to use our talents for the Lord’s work then the church will have 
difficulty in fulfilling its work. Just as we share our treasure we must share our talents 
too. Every talent is needed and none is more important than any other. Some might 
appear to have a higher profile but we need the input of everyone. It is a privilege to 
see this in action as part of a team of Street Pastors. There are those with wonderful 
listening skills, those who are great with mobile phones, those who can handle the 
vomit, those who pray and many other skills amongst the team. What is so lovely is 
that they humbly contribute with no one saying I did this or that, they recognise they 
are a team and they need each other. We all have skills and talents, are you and I 
prepared to share these in works of service for the Lord? This is an important part of 
the daily decision making process we make. 
 
Another aspect of sharing everything is to use our time in service for the Lord. We 
see this in Colossians 4: 5, “Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the 
most of the time.” RSV Here we are encouraged to use our time to draw alongside 
people outside the church. We need to be willing to make time for our neighbours, 
for our work colleagues and our friends. This might be in making a telephone call to 
a lonely person, doing shopping for someone unable to get out or spending time in 
prayer for those in need. This requires us to forgo something we might like to do but 
this is part of the choices we make. 
 
To facilitate the sharing it is important that we spend time with one another. This is 
encouraged in Hebrews 10: 25, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching.” Sadly the Covid pandemic has had a significant impact upon 
church attendance as people got out of the habit of meeting due to lock down. It is 
important that we encourage those who once attended meetings to resume their 
attendance. 
 
When we choose to share our treasure, talent and time it will enable us to be 
effective in our witness for the Lord. Verse 33 – 34a states, “33With great power the 
apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace 
was upon them all. 34aThere was no needy persons among them.” When we share 
everything, this is true body ministry, and it will enable us to wonderfully proclaim the 
gospel message of salvation to a needy world. It is also encouraging that the 
wellbeing of the believers is maintained because there were no needy persons 



among them. We are aware that sadly the church often fails to meet the needs of 
those in the fellowship and that can be because we do not share that which the Lord 
has given to us and this is part of making poor choices. 
 
We can contrast the way the believers chose to conduct themselves with the actions 
of Ananias and Sapphira. We read that they did not want to share everything from 
the sale of their property and not only that they were prepared to lie about this. Verse 
3 shows how Ananias’s heart was turned away from the Lord. Then Peter said, 
“Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy 
Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?” 
Peter in other verses exposed the deception that Ananias sought to achieve and 
showed the gravity of what he had done by stating that he had lied to God. We see 
the consequences of what Ananias had done, he fell down and died. We can also 
see how important it is to have a heart that is focused on the Lord. Later we read 
how Sapphira also colluded in her husband’s deception and she too suffered the 
same fate as her husband and died. We note in verses 5 and 11 that great fear 
seized all who heard what had happed to Ananias and Sapphira. It is understandable 
that there is fear because the people become aware that the wages of sin is death. 
However we have no need to live in fear because we choose to become followers of 
Jesus and know that through Him our sins can be forgiven and we have the promise 
of eternal life as stated in John 3: 16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
 
 Galatians 6: 7 – 8 clearly shows the consequences of the choices we make, 7“Do 
not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8The one who 
sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who 
sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.”  Ananias and Sapphira 
chose the way of destruction whilst the believers chose to share everything and they 
will reap eternal life. Each one of us is faced with the choice of either living a life 
following the way of the Lord or living for one’s self and not receiving the benefits 
that come from sharing with others. What is your choice? 
 
The hymn, ‘Take my life and let it be’, is a prayer where we can consecrate our 
treasure, talent and time to the Lord.  
 
Song: Take my life, and let it be (MP 624) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gf11rReeWIs 
 
Blessing: 
 
Ephesians 3: 20 - 21 
Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen. 
 


