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Are we there yet? 
 
  
   
Opening Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that whether we are in the church 
building together or thinking about You alone, You are with us and hear 
our prayers. Help us to know You as You know us, and to love You as 
you Love us. We pray that this time spent in Your presence may be 
pleasing to You and a blessing for us. Amen 
 
A couple of days before Jesus was crucified we read - 
 
Reading Matthew 24:1-3  
24 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to 
him to call his attention to its buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he 
asked. “Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one 
will be thrown down.” 
3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him 
privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign 
of your coming and of the end of the age?” 
 
We know the temple stones were thrown down in 70 AD and the temple 
has yet to be rebuilt. Jesus went on to list some of the signs of his 
{second} coming and the end of the age. 
 
Song: I do not know what lies ahead 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Y5uK7xU-Ew 
 
It is because Jesus holds the future that we can come to Him in prayer. 
 
Prayers - In your own words just praise and thank Jesus. Praise Him, 
for who He is, for what He is, for what He has done. Confess your need 
of forgiveness. Acknowledge the price Jesus paid; so that justice might 
be served, yet our sins forgiven. He died that we might live.  
 
Song: Just a closer walk with Thee 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6Ks49apflE 
 



We might argue that Jesus came a second time, when he rose from the 
dead, but we treat this situation as a continuation of His first coming. 
 
Reading: Acts 1:3-8 
3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing 
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with 
them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John 
baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 
set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Jesus spoke a lot about the Holy Spirit and how they should wait for it as 
a gift from the Father. The Holy Spirit is an essential part of our 
connection to God, in prayer and works of power. We are told to worship 
God in Spirit and in Truth and to pray as led by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Prayers of Praise, Thanks and Intercession 
Pray as you feel led.  
 
Song: God will make a way 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=br07_NJ9LUM 
 
It’s great to spend time worshipping God, but it will be even better when 
we can worship Him in heaven with the angels and a mighty host of 
fellow believers. 

 
Are we there yet? 

 
Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13 - 5:11The coming of the Lord 
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who 
sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no 
hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that 
God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to 
the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen 



asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive 
and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage 
one another with these words. 
The Day of the Lord 
5 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to 
you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in 
the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come 
on them suddenly, as labour pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not 
escape. 
4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should 
surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the 
day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be 
like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who 
sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since 
we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a 
breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us 
to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He 
died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with 
him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in 
fact you are doing. 
 
Our readings today show the disciples and followers of Jesus asking 
about the end of the age. Primarily, when will it be? It is reminiscent of 
children on a car journey asking – “Are we there yet?” 
 
Many have compared our lives to a journey or a pilgrimage. It is a good 
analogy. Like most journeys it should have a beginning and an end. A 
start point and a destination. 
 
In our spiritual journey the start point is when we are born again. Much 
preparation may have gone on before that point, but the real journey 
begins when we accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. 
 
Our destination is, of course, heaven. We will need to cross the “Jordon 
River” {death} to get there unless we are raptured first. 
 



John Bunyan’s book Pilgrim’s Progress gives an excellent description of 
this journey and the perils, traps and pitfalls, the distractions and 
enticements we might meet along the way. 
 
The bible instructs us to follow the narrow road. 
 
Matthew 7:13-14 The Narrow and Wide Gates 
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road 
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate 
and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 
 
Over the next few weeks we will consider some aspects of this journey. 
At the moment, the answer to the question “Are we there yet?” is No! 
 
Our closing hymn might help us consider, where there is. 
 
Song: There is a higher throne 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvDSG4s5FJw 
 
Grace   
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all now and evermore.  
AMEN 
 
If anyone has any questions or would like to learn more about Jesus, 
please ask or send an email to contact@altonbaptist.org.uk 


