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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
e-Service 

Sunday 17 April 2022 
RESURRECTION 

Imagine the unimaginable!!! 
On this glorious Day as we come with others to rejoice that Our Lord 

rose from the dead is with us as we come to worship Him. He is ALIVE 
not dead. We worship a living God. 
 
Opening Prayer 
O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to you 
and listen to your Word on this your day. That you died and rose again for 
the remission/ forgiveness of our sins and for eternal life with you. 
 
Our 1st hymn. 
Christ is risen! Hallelujah!  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzy7jFNUc3w 
 
Prayer  

 For Ukraine. 
 For peace and goodwill amongst us all.  
 Our e-Service spreads across the globe to its farthest point.  
 For those who are ill / undergoing treatment / awaiting tests or 

treatment that you will give them peace and confidence of healing. 
 For the Barnabas Fund prayer for today. 

 
2nd hymn  
Low in the grave He lay,  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtqw2z9LTaw 
 
READING 

The Empty Tomb 
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have 
put him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but 
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did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went 
straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well 
as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth 
was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw 
and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that 
Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to 
where they were staying. 
 
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
11 Now Mary (Magdalene) stood outside the tomb crying. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in 
white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the 
other at the foot. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where 
they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realise that it was Jesus. 
15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are 
looking for?” 
Thinking He was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means “Teacher”). 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to 
the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen 
the Lord!” And she told them that He had said these things to her. 
 
3rd hymn  
I serve a risen Saviour               
https://youtu.be/BEcfRlAsBB8 
 
LET US LOOK AT HIS WORD 
We gather on what we call Easter Sunday the third day after our Lord had 
died on the day we call Good Friday where He was voluntarily crucified 
on a wooden cross for the remission / forgiveness of our sins. Skip 
Saturday the Jewish Sabbath. So, we arrive on the third day – our Easter 
Sunday ------------ 
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20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the entrance.  
 
John’s gospel gives us the most detailed account concerning the 
resurrection and he majors on a human character -- a woman -- Mary 
Magdalene!!! He starts off by telling us Mary went out to walk to the tomb 
in the dark; brave woman. There are those who believe Mary Magdalene 
has not received the attention nor recognition due to her. The Easter story 
of course is about Jesus’ resurrection and John’s gospel’s narration also 
tells Mary Magdalene’s story that needs to be told. 
 
Much has been written about her in the intervening 2,000 years from being 
Jesus’ lover, wife, mother of his two children and before that a common 
prostitute that served the purpose of a mid-first millennium Pope! All of 
which is sheer nonsense and pure fiction. 
She was a wealthy woman and along with other such women who were 
able out of their wealth to provide for the needs of Jesus and his disciples.  
 
Women Who Supported Jesus 
Luke 8 After this, Jesus travelled from one city and village to another. He 
spread the Good News about God’s kingdom. The twelve apostles were 
with him. 2 Also, some women were with him. They had been cured 
from evil spirits and various illnesses. These women were Mary, also 
called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone 
out; 3 Joanna, whose husband Chusa was Herod’s administrator; 
Susanna; and many other women. They provided financial support 
for Jesus and his disciples. 
Nothing wrong with that and no need to introduce any sexual attraction 
element into the arrangement. After all friendship between people of same 
or opposite sex does not always have to end up as a 20th Century 
Hollywood theme of them having sexual relations. 
 
Mary Magdalene of course shares her first name with several other Marys 
that has caused confusion down the ages. When she and others are 
mentioned, her name usually heads the list to show that she is considered 
to be the ‘leader of the pack’. The ‘Head Girl’ or perhaps I should say 
‘Head Lady’ or better still ‘Head Person’! Someone who perhaps facilitated 
the everyday needs of Jesus and company wherever they went would 
have to be a person of faith, forcefulness, trusted, relied upon and an 
organiser par excellence. So why not? 
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Mary Magdalene is listed as being at the Crucifixion and all the way 
through to the end. Jesus cries out during His three-hour ordeal that God 
His Father had forsaken Him so that He is left alone to suffer as a human 
and was no doubt comforted to know that the women supporters were 
amongst those with Him to his death.  We continue with our empty tomb 
narrative ….. She saw that the stone had been removed from the 
entrance. 
 

2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we don’t know where they have put him!” She must have looked 
in to see there was no body of Jesus. 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but 
did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went 
straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well 
as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth 
was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw 
and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that 
Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to 
where they were staying. 
 
The disciples (men) who came soon departed; most did not even bother 
to make the journey. Did they think it was all a waste of time? They did 
not stay around to make further and better enquiries. Did they think His 
body had been stolen? Were they not interested? 

 Do we give up on God’s work too quickly and not persist? 
 
One supporter remained!  
11 Now Mary (Magdalene) stood outside the tomb crying. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in 
white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the 
other at the foot. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where 
they have put him.”  
14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she 
did not realise that it was Jesus. 
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If you were not expecting to see a person you would not recognise them, 
why would you want to make a fool of yourself! I am told that the brain is 
very good and only letting you see what it wants you to see. 
 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are 
looking for?” 
Thinking He was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 
Upon hearing her name she immediately recognised the speaker as 
Jesus’ voice. Are we not much better at recognising familiar voices? I was 
once telephoned, and after I had answered I heard the caller sigh. I 
immediately knew who it was, and that they were going to tell me some 
bad news. I think this showed that Jesus and Mary knew each other well 
--- as we know each other here at ABC.  
 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means “Teacher”). 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to 
the Father.  
 
She turned to embrace Him, but He forbad her to touch Him. Those who 
take this as being proof of her being His wife or lover I fear over play their 
hand. Mary no doubt wanted to touch Him to see He had risen, and not 
just some illusionist’s trick. I am sure the Romans and Greeks were good 
at such tricks. 

 Mary realised her faith and persistence had paid off that Jesus 
was Alive and Resurrected! 

 Does our faith and persistence pay off in our work for Our 
Lord? 

 
Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
 
In doing this she was no messenger girl or even a herald. Mary had been 
given the unique honour of telling the disciples and others that Jesus – in 
their’s and our present tense  

IS ARISEN AND IS ALIVE!!! 
She was Jesus’ personal messenger because His disciples were nowhere 
in sight. They did not have the faith shown by Mary and she was rewarded.  
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen 
the Lord!” And she told them that He had said these things to her. 
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 Mary did as instructed and the amazing story was told to His 
followers.  

 But it will take visits by Jesus to convince them. 
 We need to believe in the Risen Alive Jesus without physically 

seeing Him. Jesus said our Faith was greater.  
 
Jesus Appears to Thomas 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the Twelve, was not 
with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks 
in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into 
his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were in the house 
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then He 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 28 Thomas said 
to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.” 

 Are we a Mary by having that great unshakable faith in Our Lord 
Jesus Christ?!  

 That He is arisen and is alive and He died for the 
remission/forgiveness of our sins and for eternal life. 

  
4th Hymn 
I believe in God our Father (The Creed) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-aSmurqrzA 
 
COMMUNION 
 
5th Hymn  
You shall go out with joy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivfUKd6AFXw 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
The Grace 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”  Amen 


