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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
e-Service 

Sunday 3 April 2022 
 

We are going up to Jerusalem! 
You cannot imagine the unimaginable 

 
On this Day as we come with others to rejoice that Our Lord is with us as 
we come to worship Him. 
 
Opening Prayer 
O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to you 
and listen to your Word on this your day. 
 
Theme 
Choose your own topic ---- so as Palm Sunday is two weeks away, I 
thought we would look at where Jesus decides to go to Jerusalem. Which 
He entered triumphally on what we call “Palm Sunday”. I thought we would 
look at what preceded that. How sometime before where Jesus says 
anything about going to Jerusalem? Well, he most certainly did, but this 
saying of His is overshadowed by the enormity of the events that followed 
His arrival in Jerusalem. 
 
Our 1st hymns. 
All heaven declares 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8y86qnKkmM 
 
Prayer  

 For Ukraine. 
 For peace and goodwill amongst us all.  
 Our e-Service spreads across the globe to its farthest point.  
 For those who are ill / undergoing treatment / awaiting tests or 

treatment that you will give them peace and confidence of healing. 
 For the Barnabas Fund prayer for today. 

 
2nd hymn  
What kind of love is this?   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTsfZnOlReo 
    
NEW TESTAMENT 
 
Good friend Doctor Luke 18:31-34 records Jesus’s words “We are going 
to Jerusalem”. 
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Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time 
31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son 
of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. They 
will mock him, insult him and spit on him; 33 they will flog him and kill 
him. On the third day he will rise again.” 
34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden 
from them, and they did not know what he was talking about. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT 
 
Psalm 122 Let us go to the house of the Lord. 
A song of ascents. Of David. 
1 I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
2 Our feet are standing 
    in your gates, Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is built like a city 
    that is closely compacted together. 
4 That is where the tribes go up— 
    the tribes of the Lord— 
to praise the name of the Lord 
    according to the statute given to Israel. 
5 There stand the thrones for judgment, 
    the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
    “May those who love you be secure. 
7 May there be peace within your walls 
    and security within your citadels.” 
8 For the sake of my family and friends, 
    I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
    I will seek your prosperity. 
 
3rd hymn  
From heaven you came                    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GrQiLEO4D5s 
 
Let us look at His word 
So, we are today going to look at four verses – three with Jesus making 
this statement of intent of going to Jerusalem and one verse being a 
comment by Dr Luke. So, our first three verses from Luke 18  
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31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, ... “We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son 
of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. They 
will mock him, insult him and spit on him; 33 they will flog him and kill 
him. On the third day he will rise again.” ........ 
We hear of Jesus’ intention of going to Jerusalem although as our 
reading’s heading says this was the third time Jesus had predicted his 
death. He clearly spells this out —it could not be clearer. The problem is 
that whilst it makes good sense to us because we may know the Easter 
story; if we had not heard the story -- then I am sure it would not make 
any sense as Dr Luke tells us in our fourth verse. Later about that. 
As we look at these verses I shall challenge us with some questions. 
So, the initial question is “Why is He going to Jerusalem?” The Gentiles 
are going to perpetrate some ghastly acts against Him! and then kill Him!!! 

 We may 
allow the surgeon to use his knife on us because it will benefit us, and we 
have probably heard others talk of their good experience. We see in our 
reading Christ’s saying of His intention to go to Jerusalem. 
 
His going to Jerusalem to set in train the events predicted by the prophets 
and so fulfil God’s plan. He did not just turn up at Jerusalem by chance. 
There was a plan, a timetable, and an intention. 
I read this as a decisive decision “We are going up to Jerusalem!!!    No 
ifs or buts ----- a firm decision. Surely this is sheer madness. 

Jesus knows and is quite clear what is to happen to Him and the outcome. 
 Jesus’ life is 

one of supreme confidence in His Father – God the Father. 

 
Then Dr, Luke goes onto to tell us in verse 34 what the disciples thought. 
--- 34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was 
hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about. 
There are of course those occasions when we do not understand what 
someone is saying. Usually because they are speaking a foreign 
language. That we can understand and accept. However, there are other 
occasions when this can occur; even if the person is speaking our own 
language; let us say English. 
I was involved at an Inquest where one of the witnesses was so overcome 
by having to retell the story of watching someone being killed that he 
spoke very fast, using every colloquial expression of his English region 
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and his very broad accent. That his solicitor had to “translate” (if that is the 
right word) from “Geordie” English to “Southern” English so we could 
understand!!!  
Or the time a Safety Manager who sat in for a short time whilst my Group 
at HSE Inspectors completed a meeting. He did not comprehend anything 
we said although he understood our words as we were speaking his 
“Southern” English. We were using our “Group 23 speak” of calling people 
by their shortened titles, initials, and the general group, speak. Of course, 
someone may say something that just does not make sense because we 
cannot comprehend what on earth they mean. My last example is of one 
afternoon just before 2 o’clock I went to Robin and Dawn’s house to deliver 
some papers and Dawn said had I heard about planes flying into some 
tower blocks in New York. No! I sat for the rest of the afternoon glued to 
the screen and trying to make sense of it. These modern steel and 
concrete buildings, even on fire, just do not collapse – and it did. Beyond 
our comprehension. We did not understand, although later all was 
explained. 
So perhaps it is not surprising the disciples did not comprehend what was 
to happen. They would find out very shortly. You may have experienced 
the occasion when someone speaks and whilst they may speak slowly, 
and we understand what they are saying; nevertheless, it does not make 
any sense. 

  
Dr. Luke spells it out very clearly that the disciples did not know what this 
was about. Complete bafflement – no understanding – dumbfounded – 
disbelief –  
Whilst the Easter story is familiar to most who will be reading this or 
listening to me; do not presume everyone will be in the same boat as us. 
Hopefully, there will be people reading or listening who are like the 
disciples do not having any understanding. All that needs to be explained. 
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I thought we should have an Old Testament reading about Jerusalem and 
Psalm 112 I think fits the bill 
 
Psalm 122 Let us go to the house of the Lord. 
A song of ascents. Of David. 
1 I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
2 Our feet are standing 
    in your gates, Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is built like a city 
    that is closely compacted together. 
4 That is where the tribes go up— 
    the tribes of the Lord— 
to praise the name of the Lord 
    according to the statute given to Israel. 
5 There stand the thrones for judgment, 
    the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
    “May those who love you be secure. 
7 May there be peace within your walls 
    and security within your citadels.” 
8 For the sake of my family and friends, 
    I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
    I will seek your prosperity. 
 
For Jerusalem also read the House of God where spiritually we will find 
peace and security. In knowing God and Jesus as our Saviour we will find 
that inner peace and security. 
These readings should encourage us that God is in charge and 
brings peace and forgiveness of sin. 
 
4th Hymn  
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPW9xYEyijQ 
 
The Grace 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”  Amen 


