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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
e-Service 

Sunday 27 March 2022 
 

A hen gathering chicks 
Mothering Sunday 

 
On this Day as we come with others to rejoice that Our Lord is with us as 
we come to worship Him. 
 
O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to you 
and listen to your Word on this your day. 
 
Our 1st hymn - All over the world the spirit is moving 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skGUIl6HzXg 

Prayer  

 For Ukraine. 
 For peace and goodwill amongst us all.  
 Our e-Service spreads across the globe to its farthest point.  
 For those who are ill / undergoing treatment / awaiting tests or 

treatment that you will give them peace and confidence of healing. 
 For the Barnabas Fund prayer for today. 

 
2nd hymn - Stand up, stand up, for Jesus                    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhE9VhSxvh4 

Our reading 
Matthew 23:37 
37“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent 
to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 
 
John 3:16 (17-21) 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who 
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does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their 
deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the 
light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been 
done in the sight of God. 
 
Romans 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword?  
36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither (1)death nor (2)life, neither 
(3)angels nor (4)demons, neither the (5)present nor the (6)future, nor any 
(7)powers, 39 neither (8)height nor (9)depth, nor (10)anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 
3rd hymn – What a friend we have in Jesus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLb96KDkJys 
 
SOME THOUGHTS 
Let us settle this matter at the start. Is Mothering Sunday the same as 
Mother's Day? 
Key Difference: Mother's Day is an American Holiday, while 
Mothering Sunday is an old Christian holiday that is commonly 
celebrated in some parts of Europe. Mother's Day is celebrated on the 
Second Sunday of May in many countries. Mothering Sunday is 
celebrated on the Fourth Sunday of Lent - when children give cards 
and presents to their mothers as a sign of their love for them. So today is 
Mothering Sunday! 
 
Today’s reading  
 
Matthew 23:37 
37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent 
to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 
 
In this reading we hear Christ condemning Jerusalem for killing the 
prophets and stoning those who were sent by God to bring His word. 
Christ uses the analogy of a hen gathering her chicks under her wing at 
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time of danger. Christ does this for His believers. There are those who 
mock us for caring for our own at the expense of others. We are faced all 
day long with this challenge of behaving correctly to our fellow citizens. 
What impression do we give? Of course, we are not perfect, and all day 
long require to be corrected. We also need discernment, so we are not 
taken for a ride and that our love is not abused nor mocked. We need to 
act like Christ in sheltering those worse off than ourselves, but in doing so 
we must like the hen ensure we are looking after our family. I know this is 
often controversial, but one often sees well-meaning Christians helping 
others whilst their own family are abandoned. We have known of a 
Christian couple who tried this; and were soon destitute. Christ here 
clearly shows that the hen gathers her own chicks. There is a limit to what 
we can each do, even if others say otherwise. The need in the world is not 
quite but seems as if it is infinite. For God of course and Christ their ability 
to help is infinite as is all of their creation. But with Christ using the hen as 
an analogy for Him gathering His chicks, as the hen does, He is saying 
that those He gathers, are those who have professed a faith in Him. 
Others are outside of His care; they can of course join at any time by 
professing their faith and belief in Him. Which leads on to Christ’s words 
as recorded by John 
 
John 3:16 (17-21) 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
 
Christ is of course talking about himself and His great sacrifice in coming 
into this world to save people from their sins and give them eternal life 
through belief and faith in Him. We shall shortly be remembering this great 
sacrifice. Christ goes onto say 
  
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who 
does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their 
deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the 
light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been 
done in the sight of God. 
 
It is plain that the opportunity is there to receive His gift of eternal life, but 
many will not do so, and will be cast into outer darkness. 
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Then in the Epistle of Paul written to believers in Rome he says 
 
Romans 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword?  
 
Once we have professed our faith in Christ -- what power on earth can 
separate us? NONE at all as Christ’s power that binds us to Him is infinite. 
Even if we are killed that still does not break the bond. He goes onto say 
 

36 As it is written: 
“For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  
 
And then lists ten things to emphasis to all that nothing can separate us 
from the love of God and Christ. 
 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither (1)death nor (2)life, neither 
(3)angels nor (4)demons, neither the (5)present nor the (6)future, nor 
any (7)powers, 39 neither (8)height nor (9)depth, nor (10)anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
So as in Mothering Sunday we show our gratitude to our mothers we 
also show our gratitude to Christ for His benevolence and Sacrifice in 
giving His life for the remission / forgiveness or our sins and for eternal 
life. This an exclusive offer and gift for those who believe. 
 
This is summed up in our final hymn -- Christ Triumphant 
 
4th Hymn - Christ triumphant  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5Xz9V-6JPA 
 
Closing Prayer 
The Grace 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.”  Amen 


