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Job 
 
  
   
Opening Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that whether we are in the church 
building together or thinking about You alone, You are with us and hear 
our prayers. Help us to know You as You know us, and to love You as 
you Love us. We pray that this time spent in Your presence may be 
pleasing to You and a blessing for us. Amen 
 

Today we will consider Job, a man who suffered greatly. We don’t know 
exactly when he lived, but it is believed to be about 2,000 BC. James, 
the brother of Jesus mentions Job in his comments on suffering (James 
5:11), and the Sovereign Lord (God himself) refers to him in a prophecy 
given through Ezekiel (Eze 14:14, 20). The bible book of Job gives 
details of his life and suffering. 
 
Reading: Job 1:1-5 Prologue 
1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was 
blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 2 He had seven 
sons and three daughters, 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three 
thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and 
had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people 
of the East. 
4 His sons used to hold feasts in their homes on their birthdays, and they would 
invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 When a period of 
feasting had run its course, Job would make arrangements for them to be 
purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of 
them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their 
hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom. 
 
Song: As the deer pants for the water –  
https://youtu.be/FBppKZ0eJlQ 
 
Prayers - In your own words just praise and thank Jesus. Praise Him, 
for who He is, for what He is, for what He has done. Confess your need 
of forgiveness. Acknowledge the price Jesus paid; so that justice might 
be served, yet our sins forgiven. He died that we might live.  



Song: Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin? 
In verses 1-6 the first line is a question and the second the answer.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibqgZxWa6bM 
 
Prayers of Praise, Thanks and Intercession 
Pray as you feel led.  
 
Song: When I look into Your holiness 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jfIT3rooJWQ 
 
It’s great to spend time worshipping God, but it does not prevent 
suffering. Job sheds some light on this difficult subject. 

 
 
 

Job – Put to the test 
 
Reading: Job 1:6-22 
6 One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and 
Satan also came with them. 7 The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come 
from?” 
Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming throughout the earth, going back and 
forth on it.” 
8 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is 
no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears 
God and shuns evil.” 
9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 “Have you not put a 
hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed 
the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the 
land. 11 But now stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will 
surely curse you to your face.” 
12 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your power, 
but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” 
Then Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. 
13 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at 
the oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen 
were ploughing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 15 and the 
Sabeans attacked and made off with them. They put the servants to the sword, 
and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 



16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of 
God fell from the heavens and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am 
the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 
17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The 
Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and 
made off with them. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one 
who has escaped to tell you!” 
18 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your 
sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s 
house, 19 when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the 
four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am 
the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 
20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the 
ground in worship 21 and said: 
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
    and naked I will depart. 
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; 
    may the name of the Lord be praised.” 
22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 
 
Satan’s Relationship with God. 
 
One of life’s mysteries is why God permits Satan to exist. 
As we will see later, it is not for us to question God. We have to live in 
the world as it exists now. 
 
We can see that there is some communication between God and Satan 
and God permits Satan to do certain things, within limits. 
 
Satan stretches things to the limit and causes as much harm to Job as 
he possibly can. There is also tremendous collateral damage – his 
children and all the servants who were killed. He uses people and 
‘natural’ events to kill, steal and destroy. 
 
Job’s suffering is not his fault, in fact it is because God is so pleased 
with him that He allows him to be put to the test. 
 
Job passed this test and in Job chapter 2, we can read that Satan 
returned to God and asked permission to test Job further by harming his 
body. God granted permission and Satan then afflicted Job with painful 
sores from his feet to the top of his head. 
 



Job’s Suffering and his Comforters 
 
On seeing Job’s suffering 
9his wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and 
die!” 
10 He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from 
God, and not trouble?” 
In all this, Job did not sin in what he said. Job 2:9-10 
 
In chapters 3 to 37 Job’s three friends try to comfort him, although they 
do not help much and are often more like accusers; suggesting Job must 
have sinned. Like we might, they are looking for a reason for Job’s 
suffering. 
 
Job tries to defend himself and eventually pleads for an opportunity to 
present his case to God and have God answer him. 
 
35 (“Oh, that I had someone to hear me! 
    I sign now my defence—let the Almighty answer me; 
    let my accuser put his indictment in writing. 
36 Surely I would wear it on my shoulder, 
    I would put it on like a crown. 
37 I would give him an account of my every step; 
    I would present it to him as to a ruler.)— Job 31:35-37 
 
God Speaks 
 
Reading: Job 38:1-14 The Lord Speaks 
38 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. He said: 
2 “Who is this that obscures my plans 
    with words without knowledge? 
3 Brace yourself like a man; 
    I will question you, 
    and you shall answer me. 
4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? 
    Tell me, if you understand. 
5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! 
    Who stretched a measuring line across it? 
6 On what were its footings set, 
    or who laid its cornerstone— 



7 while the morning stars sang together 
    and all the angels shouted for joy? 
8 “Who shut up the sea behind doors 
    when it burst forth from the womb, 
9 when I made the clouds its garment 
    and wrapped it in thick darkness, 
10 when I fixed limits for it 
    and set its doors and bars in place, 
11 when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; 
    here is where your proud waves halt’? 
12 “Have you ever given orders to the morning, 
    or shown the dawn its place, 
13 that it might take the earth by the edges 
    and shake the wicked out of it? 
14 The earth takes shape like clay under a seal; 
    its features stand out like those of a garment. 
 
Reading: Job 40:1-12 
40 The Lord said to Job: 
2 “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? 
    Let him who accuses God answer him!” 
3 Then Job answered the Lord: 
4 “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you? 
    I put my hand over my mouth. 
5 I spoke once, but I have no answer— 
    twice, but I will say no more.” 
6 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm: 
7 “Brace yourself like a man; 
    I will question you, 
    and you shall answer me. 
8 “Would you discredit my justice? 
    Would you condemn me to justify yourself? 
9 Do you have an arm like God’s, 
    and can your voice thunder like his? 
10 Then adorn yourself with glory and splendour, 
    and clothe yourself in honour and majesty. 
11 Unleash the fury of your wrath, 
    look at all who are proud and bring them low, 
12 look at all who are proud and humble them, 
    crush the wicked where they stand. 



 
Reading: Job 42:1-6 
42 Then Job replied to the Lord: 
2 “I know that you can do all things; 
    no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 
3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ 
    Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, 
    things too wonderful for me to know. 
4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; 
    I will question you, 
    and you shall answer me.’ 
5 My ears had heard of you 
    but now my eyes have seen you. 
6 Therefore I despise myself 
    and repent in dust and ashes.” 
 
After this the Lord blessed the latter half of Job’s life more than the first. 
 
The overall lesson is that we cannot logically explain suffering, neither 
have we the right to question God about it. We live in an unfair world. 
 
We are not all guaranteed a ‘Happy ever after’ ending in this life but the 
good news of the gospel is that we are guaranteed a wonderful eternity 
in the next life, through faith in Jesus Christ. However to gain this 
wonderful eternity, we have to acknowledge our sinful state, repent, 
recognize Jesus as God and invite Him into our hearts as our Lord & 
Saviour. Then we can benefit from the price He paid to set us free. 
 
This leads us to our time of communion. 
 
Communion: 
As we share bread and wine as part of what we call communion or the 
Lord’s Supper, we remember what Jesus has done for us. How He paid 
a terrible price upon a cross as the penalty for our sins, so that we might 
be forgiven through His sacrifice and love for us. 
We remember He died, He rose again, He appeared to many, He 
ascended into heaven and He is seated at God’s right hand. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this wine we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 
 
 



Optional Communion (for those unable to meet in church) 

If you wish to include communion as part of your worship, find yourself 
some bread and wine (or juice) and click on this link -
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=na33U_QaEGQ at the appropriate time. 
 
 
Song: In Christ alone 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=ENtL_li4GbE 
 
Grace   
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all now and evermore.  
AMEN 
 
If anyone has any questions or would like to learn more about Jesus, 
please ask or send an email to contact@altonbaptist.org.uk 


