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Mordecai 

 
We come today to praise and worship God and give thanks for his 
faithfulness. We acknowledge that time spent with the Lord in prayer, 
song and the study of His Word is precious and a great blessing in these 
uncertain times.  
 
Psalm 48 1 – 2  
“Great is the Lord, and most worthy of praise, in the city of our God, his holy 
mountain. It is beautiful in its loftiness, the joy of the whole earth.” 
 
Song: Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise (MP 199) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlURBqCnm4E 
 
Prayer: 
Gracious Lord we praise you that you are the Sovereign God and worthy 
of our praise and adoration. You are the creator of heaven and earth and 
the beauty of your creation brings us joy and lifts our hearts. Yet we 
confess that through our greed and selfishness we have desecrated that 
which was good. We ask for your forgiveness for the way we live our 
lives when we fail to walk faithfully with you. We ask that as we spend 
time with you now that you will build us up with a greater knowledge and 
love for you. We want our praise and worship to be honouring to you and 
we ask this in the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Exodus 15: 13 
“In your unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed. In your 
strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling.” 
 
Song: All the way my Saviour leads me (MP 22) 
Can I doubt His tender mercy, who through life has been my guide? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zxi1zAqavo 
 
Matthew 24: 6 – 7 
“You will hear of wars and rumours of wars, but see to it that you are not 
alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.” 
 



We see this passage of scripture being fulfilled as we witness the 
invasion of Ukraine and it leads us to our next song before we turn to the 
Lord in intercessory prayer. 
  
Song: Beauty for brokenness (MP806) 
Refuge from cruel wars 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaMPE53uP38 
 
Intercessory Prayer: 
Let us bring the situation in the Ukraine to the Lord. 
We need to pray that wisdom will be given to governments around the 
world as they respond to current events. 
Let us pray that Christians can take this current set of circumstances as 
an opportunity to proclaim Jesus as Sovereign Lord. 
Bring to the Lord those you know that need His help at this time. 
 
Song: Lord, Thy word abideth (MP 446) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcghwj7zZZg 
 
Prayer: 
Father we thank you for your Word and we ask that the Holy Spirit will 
open our eyes to reveal your truth that guides and directs our lives. We 
ask this In Jesus Name. Amen 
 

Mordecai 
 
We read about Mordecai in the book of Esther. No direct reference to 
God is mentioned in the book but we can see the hand of God in the 
way He guides and directs the lives of Mordecai and Esther so that they 
make a significant difference to events for the Jewish nation. 
 
Who is Mordecai? Information is given in Esther chapter 2  
 
5Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named 
Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, 6who had been carried 
into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those 
taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah. 7Mordecai had a cousin named 
Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she had neither father nor 
mother. This young woman, who was also known as Esther, had a lovely figure 
and was beautiful. Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her 
father and mother died. 
 



He is a Jew living in exile and he has the responsibility to care for his 
cousin Esther as he becomes a father to her because her parents are 
dead. This is a significant responsibility because she is a very beautiful 
young lady. We can see that Mordecai is in a particular place, perhaps 
not where he would want to be but we will see that it is where God wants 
him. It is also important that he has the responsibility to care for Esther. 
 
There are developments that take place in the ruling royal family 
whereby King Xerxes is looking for a new wife and we see in the 
following verses of chapter 2 how Esther is put forward by Mordecai for 
this role. However he instructs her not to reveal that she is a Jew. 
 
10Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because 
Mordecai had forbidden her to do so…..15When the turn came for Esther (the 
young woman Mordecai had adopted, the daughter of his uncle Abihail) to go 
to the king, she asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch 
who was in charge of the harem, suggested. And Esther won the favour of 
everyone who saw her. 16She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal residence in 
the tenth month, the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 
17Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, 
and she won his favour and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he 
set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 
 
We now see Esther in a highly influential position in the royal household. 
Meanwhile we read that Mordecai is sitting at the kings’s gate and this is 
an important commercial place where people gather in order to trade. 
There Mordecai would hear about what is happening in the community. 
These events are mentioned in the following verses of chapter 2. 
  
19When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the 
king’s gate. 20But Esther had kept secret her family background and nationality 
just as Mordecai had told her to do, for she continued to follow Mordecai’s 
instructions as she had done when he was bringing her up. 21During the time 
Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s 
officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate 
King Xerxes. 22But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, 
who in turn reported it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai. 23And when the 
report was investigated and found to be true, the two officials were hanged on 
a gallows 
 
We see that both Mordecai and Esther were in the right place at the right 
time to prevent the assassination of King Xerxes. Although credit is 



given to Mordecai for reporting the plot no recognition is given. In fact we 
see another person, Haman, gaining favour with the king, and he is not a 
good guy. This is recorded in Esther chapter 3. 
 
1After these events, King Xerxes honoured Haman son of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honour higher than that of all 
the other nobles. 2All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid 
honour to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But 
Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honour. 3Then the royal officials at 
the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” 
4Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told 
Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behaviour would be tolerated, for 
he had told them he was a Jew. 5When Haman saw that Mordecai would not 
kneel down or pay him honour, he was enraged. 6Yet having learned who 
Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead 
Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, 
throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. 
 
Haman is given a position of power within the king’s household and he 
wants people to kneel in honour before him. We see that Mordecai will 
not honour Haman and he becomes enraged by Mordecai’s lack of 
acknowledgement. Consequently he wants to kill Mordecai but not only 
that he wants to destroy the Jews throughout the kingdom. Throughout 
history the Jews have been subjected to hatred with a desire to destroy 
them. However we must never forget they are God’s chosen people and 
He will protect them and we see in chapter 4 how Mordecai engages the 
help of Esther. 
 
1When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on 
sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 
2But he went only as far as the king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth 
was allowed to enter it. 3In every province to which the edict and order of the 
king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping 
and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 4When Esther’s eunuchs and 
female attendants came and told her about Mordecai, she was in great 
distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he 
would not accept them. 5Then Esther summoned Hathak, one of the king’s 
eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was 
troubling Mordecai and why. 6So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open 
square of the city in front of the king’s gate. 7Mordecai told him everything 
that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had 
promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 8He 



also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had 
been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him 
to instruct her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with 
him for her people. 9Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai 
had said. 10Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, 11“All the king’s officials 
and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who 
approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has 
but one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold sceptre 
to them and spares their lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to 
go to the king.” 12When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13he sent 
back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you 
alone of all the Jews will escape. 14For if you remain silent at this time, relief 
and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your 
father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your 
royal position for such a time as this?” 15Then Esther sent this reply to 
Mordecai: 16“Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. 
Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as 
you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the 
law. And if I perish, I perish.” 17So Mordecai went away and carried out all of 
Esther’s instructions. 
 
There is royal protocol to be observed and if this is broken there can be 
serious consequences for those who fail to observe it. Esther is 
prepared to take a risk to seek the king’s help and this is explained in 
chapter 5. We see in verse 14 that she is in her royal position for a 
reason. She makes a request for a banquet to be held to which Haman 
will be invited and he is happy about that. However we see Haman’s 
reaction toward Mordecai in the following verses. 

Esther 5: 9Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw 
Mordecai at the king’s gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed fear 
in his presence, he was filled with rage against Mordecai…13But all this gives 
me no satisfaction as long as I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.” 
14His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Have a gallows built, seventy-
five feet high and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai hanged on it. 
Then go with the king to the banquet and enjoy yourself.” This suggestion 
delighted Haman, and he had the gallows built. 

We see that Mordecai is in danger and Haman has his plans but he is 
not aware that God is watching over Mordecai. In chapter 6 we see the 
wonderful intervention of God and through a restless night’s sleep the 
king becomes aware that he never gave Mordecai the recognition that 



he deserved for revealing the plot to kill him. Esther chapter 6 records 
this and we see Mordecai being honoured. 

Esther 6: 1That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the 
chronicles, the record of his reign, to be brought in and read to him. 2It was 
found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed Bigthana and Teresh, two of 
the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to 
assassinate King Xerxes. 3“What honour and recognition has Mordecai received 
for this?” the king asked. “Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants 
answered….. 10“Go at once,” the king commanded Haman. “Get the robe and 
the horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at 
the king’s gate. Do not neglect anything you have recommended.” 11So Haman 
got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback 
through the city streets, proclaiming before him, “This is what is done for the 
man the king delights to honour!” 
12Afterward Mordecai returned to the king’s gate.  
 
We see that the plans of Haman are thwarted and it is Mordecai who is 
honoured and not himself. We also see the humility of Mordecai as he 
resumes his position at the kings’ gate. Meanwhile in chapter 7 that 
Esther reveals to the king the evil that Haman was planning against the 
Jews. Resulting from this we see Haman hung on the gallows that he 
had prepared for Mordecai and his estate was given to Esther.  
 
Esther 8: 1That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, 
the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came into the presence of the king, for 
Esther had told how he was related to her. 2The king took off his signet ring, 
which he had reclaimed from Haman, and presented it to Mordecai. And 
Esther appointed him over Haman’s estate. 3Esther again pleaded with the 
king, falling at his feet and weeping. She begged him to put an end to the evil 
plan of Haman the Agagite, which he had devised against the Jews…..11The 
king’s edict granted the Jews in every city the right to assemble and protect 
themselves; to destroy, kill and annihilate the armed men of any nationality or 
province who might attack them and their women and children, and to plunder 
the property of their enemies……15When Mordecai left the king’s presence, he 
was wearing royal garments of blue and white, a large crown of gold and a 
purple robe of fine linen. And the city of Susa held a joyous celebration. 16For 
the Jews it was a time of happiness and joy, gladness and honour. 
 
There is a time of celebration because the edict to persecute the Jews is 
overturned and the days of joy and feasting become known as Purim. 
This is indicated in chapter 9.  



 
27the Jews took it on themselves to establish the custom that they and their 
descendants and all who join them should without fail observe these two days 
every year, in the way prescribed and at the time appointed. 28These days 
should be remembered and observed in every generation by every family, and 
in every province and in every city. And these days of Purim should never fail 
to be celebrated by the Jews—nor should the memory of these days die out 
among their descendants.  

Summary 

This truly is a wonderful passage of scripture that tells us how God 
guided Mordecai and Esther so that they were led according to God’s 
will resulting in the saving of the Jewish people from the persecution 
planned by Haman. David Pawson wrote about these events, “So when 
the day arrived for Haman’s edict to exterminate the Jews, the Jews 
were ready and proceeded to overrun their adversaries and execute 
Haman’s family. Such was the danger to the Jews that if this hadn’t 
happened, there would be no Jewish people left because the Persian 
Empire stretched from India to Egypt. If the original edict had stood, 
Jesus could never have been born. So Esther (and Mordecai) saved the 
day. It’s no wonder that the Jews every year celebrate the Feast of 
Purim in memory of these days.” We can be encouraged that the Lord 
leads and directs our live in order that we can make a difference. In our 
day we have the Good News to share about our Saviour, Jesus, who 
wants to save people from their sin and give them eternal life. 
 
Prayer 
Father we praise and thank you that Your Word tells us of the wonderful 
way You lead guide and direct our lives. We have seen that in the lives 
of Mordecai and Esther and we know you lead us today. We give thanks 
in the Name of Jesus. Amen 
 
Psalm 139: 23 – 24   
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.” 
 
Song: Lead us, heavenly Father (MP 400) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olnxnGEO-F4 
 
 
 



Blessing: 
 
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; 
hold fast that which is good; render to no man evil for evil; 
strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honour all men; 
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever. Amen 


