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Cyrus 
 
  
   
Opening Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that whether we are in the church 
building together or thinking about You alone, You are with us and hear 
our prayers. Help us to know You as You know us, and to love You as 
you Love us. We pray that this time spent in Your presence may be 
pleasing to You and a blessing for us. Amen 
 

Today we will consider Cyrus, king of Persia, who ordered the rebuilding 
of the Jewish temple in Jerusalem. He is first mentioned in the bible by 
the prophet Isaiah, over 100 years before his birth. 
 
We live in serious times, Isaiah’s prophecy contains a serious message 
from God, which we should reflect upon.  
 
Reading: Isaiah 44:24-28, 45:1-13 Jerusalem to be inhabited 
24 “This is what the Lord says— 
    your Redeemer, who formed you in the womb: 
I am the Lord, 
    the Maker of all things, 
    who stretches out the heavens, 
    who spreads out the earth by myself, 
 
25 who foils the signs of false prophets 
    and makes fools of diviners, 
who overthrows the learning of the wise 
    and turns it into nonsense, 
26 who carries out the words of his servants 
    and fulfils the predictions of his messengers, 
 
who says of Jerusalem, ‘It shall be inhabited,’ 
    of the towns of Judah, ‘They shall be rebuilt,’ 
    and of their ruins, ‘I will restore them,’ 
27 who says to the watery deep, ‘Be dry, 
    and I will dry up your streams,’ 



28 who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd 
    and will accomplish all that I please; 
he will say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,” 
and of the temple, “Let its foundations be laid.”’ 
 
45 “This is what the Lord says to his anointed, 
    to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of 
to subdue nations before him 
    and to strip kings of their armour, 
to open doors before him 
    so that gates will not be shut: 
2 I will go before you 
    and will level the mountains; 
I will break down gates of bronze 
    and cut through bars of iron. 
3 I will give you hidden treasures, 
    riches stored in secret places, 
so that you may know that I am the Lord, 
    the God of Israel, who summons you by name. 
 
4 For the sake of Jacob my servant, 
    of Israel my chosen, 
I summon you by name 
    and bestow on you a title of honour, 
    though you do not acknowledge me. 
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
    apart from me there is no God. 
I will strengthen you, 
    though you have not acknowledged me, 
6 so that from the rising of the sun 
    to the place of its setting 
people may know there is none besides me. 
     
I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
7 I form the light and create darkness, 
    I bring prosperity and create disaster; 
    I, the Lord, do all these things. 
8 “You heavens above, rain down my righteousness; 
    let the clouds shower it down. 
Let the earth open wide, 



    let salvation spring up, 
let righteousness flourish with it; 
    I, the Lord, have created it. 
 
9 “Woe to those who quarrel with their Maker, 
    those who are nothing but potsherds 
    among the potsherds on the ground. 
Does the clay say to the potter, 
    ‘What are you making?’ 
Does your work say, 
    ‘The potter has no hands’? 
10 Woe to the one who says to a father, 
    ‘What have you begotten?’ 
or to a mother, 
    ‘What have you brought to birth?’ 
 
11 “This is what the Lord says— 
    the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: 
Concerning things to come, 
    do you question me about my children, 
    or give me orders about the work of my hands? 
12 It is I who made the earth 
    and created mankind on it. 
My own hands stretched out the heavens; 
    I marshalled their starry hosts. 
13 I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness: 
    I will make all his ways straight. 
He will rebuild my city 
    and set my exiles free, 
but not for a price or reward, 
    says the Lord Almighty.” 
 
Song: O Lord, the clouds are gathering –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOFKQzTmUck 
 
Reading: 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 
22 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfil the word of 
the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia 
to make a proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: 
23 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 



“‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and 
he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of 
his people among you may go up, and may the Lord their God be with them.’” 
 
This relates to a prophecy of Jeremiah over seventy years earlier, before 
the temple was destroyed. The temple was destroyed in the nineteenth 
year of King Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
Reading: Jeremiah 25:1,11-12 Seventy Years of Captivity 
The word came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, which was the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon… 
11This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will 
serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 
12“But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon 
and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the Lord, 
“and will make it desolate forever. 
 
As we wonder what will happen next week, rest assured that God can 
easily see seventy years and more into the future. 
 
Prayers - In your own words just praise and thank Jesus. Praise Him, 
for who He is, for what He is, for what He has done. Confess your need 
of forgiveness. Acknowledge the price Jesus paid; so that justice might 
be served, yet our sins forgiven. He died that we might live.  
 
Song: We are here to praise You 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs3I7Xi8Tds 
 
Prayers of Praise, Thanks and Intercession 
Pray as you feel led.  
 
Song: The King of love 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhPVFm9hUrQ 
 
We give thanks that Jesus has come and He is coming again. If we 
invite Jesus into our hearts (let the walls come down) our troubled minds 
can know His peace which passes understanding. So important in these 
confusing and troubled times. 

 
 
 



Cyrus – called to build God’s temple in Jerusalem 
 
Jeremiah 29:10-14 
10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I 
will come to you and fulfil my good promise to bring you back to this 
place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then 
you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by 
you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather 
you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares 
the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into 
exile.” 
 
Jeremiah delivers a further message from God, which again mentions 
the seventy years, but also shows something of God’s heart for His 
people. It also points to the return from exile that we are witnessing in 
our days as God gathers the Jews from the North, South, East and West 
back to the land of Israel. 
 
Jeremiah was still in Jerusalem when he prophesied this and the temple 
was still standing, although it was soon to be destroyed. Many Jews had 
already been carried off to Babylon, including Daniel. 
 
Daniel was the prophet God used to interpret the message written on the 
wall during the feast held by Nebuchadnezzar’s descendant Belshazzar. 
 
Daniel 5:25-31 
25 “This is the inscription that was written: 

mene, mene, tekel, parsin 
26 “Here is what these words mean: 
Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. 
27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 
28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 
29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold chain 
was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in 
the kingdom. 
30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, 31 and 
Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 
 
Daniel was aware of Jeremiah’s prophecies. 



Daniel 9:1-3 Daniel’s Prayer 
9 In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made 
ruler over the Babylonian kingdom— 
2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, 
according to the word of the Lord, given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the 
desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. 3 So I turned to the Lord God 
and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and 
ashes…. 
 
In his prayer he confess the sins of his people, he begs God for mercy, 
and asks God to turn away his wrath from Jerusalem.  
 
15 “Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have 
sinned, we have done wrong. 16 Lord, in keeping with all your righteous 
acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy 
hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors have made Jerusalem and your 
people an object of scorn to all those around us. 
17 “Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, 
Lord, look with favour on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, our God, and 
hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your 
Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because 
of your great mercy. 19 Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your 
sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your 
Name.” 
 
Shortly after this Cyrus, the King of the Persians and the Medes 
appeared on the scene and commanded the building of a temple to the 
LORD, the God of heaven, in Jerusalem. Details of this can be found in 
the book of Ezra. 
 
We can learn from this tale that God sees well into the future. He has 
plans that effect nations and individuals. Strange that he should name 
Cyrus, a future pagan king, he had chosen to play a part in His plans. 
 
As we puzzle over current events, we can be confident that God is in 
control and things are progressing according to His plans – even if we 
can’t see or understand how. 
 
Some people believe that Donald Trump was a modern day Cyrus – a 
decidedly dodgy character who nonetheless was a supporter of Israel 
and caused the US Embassy to be moved to Jerusalem. 



Where do Putin, Biden or Johnson fit into God’s plans? Are any of them 
unwittingly doing God’s will? This we don’t know. These are things we 
might speculate about with the benefit of hindsight at some stage in the 
future. 
 
Our time might be better spent thinking about where Jesus fits into future 
events and looking forward to His return. 
 
Song: The Lord’s my Shepherd 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak 
 
Grace   
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all now and evermore.  
AMEN 
 
If anyone has any questions or would like to learn more about Jesus, 
please ask or send an email to contact@altonbaptist.org.uk 


