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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
e-Service 

Sunday 20 February 2022 
 

Solomon 
Called to be different = Answered God’s “Open Question” correctly! 

DON’T ASK – DON’T GET 
 

We are going to look at “Open Questions” and how to answer them. 
 
On this Day as we come with others to rejoice that Our Lord is with us as 
we come to worship Him. 
 
Opening Prayer 
O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to you 
and listen to your Word on this your day. 
 
Our 1st hymn. 
Without the Holy Spirit in the world we would surely be lost, so let us sing 
with great joy that the Spirit is moving throughout the world. 
Mission Praise 18  – All over the world the Spirit is moving 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skGUIl6HzXg 

Prayer  

 For Ukraine. 
 For peace and goodwill amongst us all.  
 Our e-Service spreads across the globe to its farthest point.  
 For those who are ill / undergoing treatment / awaiting tests or 

treatment that you will give them peace and confidence of healing. 
 For the Barnabas Fund prayer for today. 
  

2nd hymn  
I have only once cried out in public for help, when of all things, I was locked 
in a toilet at Christchurch airport! about to catch a flight to Australia. My 
cry was answered by a kind passenger and our loving God. Others 
ignored me. 
Mission Praise 227 – Hear my cry                    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hj4SyA7mpJk 

Our reading 

OLD TESTAMENT 
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“A riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma” was how Churchill once 
described Russia and it is how I describe Jesus’ teaching on prayer, until 
well, 
that is now! For when I read today’s set verses I at once experienced one 
of those “light bulb” moments and knew my “Russia” had been answered. 
 
Here in 2 Chronicles 1 ---- Solomon is asked an “open question” by God. 
 
Start with, who was Solomon? He was Israel’s 3rd king “beloved of The 
Lord” God favoured him and was internationally renowned. Reigned for 
four decades during Israel’s “Golden Age” in 10th century BC. Whether or 
not his actual words were captured he wrote – Proverbs – Ecclesiastes – 
Song of Solomon. His influence as an enlightened ruler and gifted thinker 
who has deeply enriched both Judaism and Christianity at its start one 
millennia after his death. {[Compare - same time distance back from now 
to William the Conqueror whose influence is still felt today and if one goes 
back twice the distance two millennia to Emperor Claudius [think Romans] 
and his even greater influence on our lives.] [The Mesopotamians who 
gave us how we measure time takes us back four millennia, one 
millennium further than Solomon.] } How the past influences us today. 
 
So, to our reading 
FIRST QUESTION 1 Solomon son of David established himself firmly 
over his kingdom, for the LORD his God was with him and made him 
exceedingly great. 7 That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, 
“Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 

Well with no constraints what would you have answered? Very tempting 
to ask for riches and an easy life. Pity about those who have to work. What 
God asked is known as an “Open Question” for the answer is not 
constrained and is a very dangerous way of asking, as the answerer may 
ask for something that you cannot give or may not wish to give. As 
Christians do not ask such questions as you may be asked to buy a pagan 
deity or buy a gold ring for which you do not have the money. Well God, 
being God, of course can ask such a question and was wanting to hear 
the answer Solomon gave. 

8 Solomon answered God, “You have shown great kindness to David my 
father and have made me king in his place. 9 Now, LORD God, let your 
promise to my father David be confirmed, for you have made me king over 
a people who are as numerous as the dust of the earth. 10 Give me 
wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this people, for who is able 
to govern this great people of yours?” 
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Prompted this reply  

11 God said to Solomon, “Since this is your heart’s desire and you have 
not asked for wealth, possessions or honour, nor for the death of your 
enemies, and since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and 
knowledge to govern my people over whom I have made you 
king, 12 therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you. And I will also 
give you wealth, possessions and honour, such as no king who was 
before you ever had and none after you will have.” 

So, there we have it – the perfect answer. Solomon answered wisely and 
God commends him and thus he sets the standard or paradigm that we 
should all follow in such circumstances. By this means Solomon shows 
that he is seeking to ensure he can rule and lead his people correctly. Pity 
our leaders do not always seek “Wisdom and lead Wisely”. I am sure those 
leaders reading this or listening to me do so.  
LESSON – HE ASKED WISELY AND HE RECEIVED.  
We should do “as Solomon does” 
 
3rd hymn 
Solomon listened to God the Father; do we listen to God the Son - Jesus?  
Mission Praise 275 – I heard the voice of Jesus say 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUVCpF8-VuE 
 
SECOND QUESTION Now we move forward one millennium to Jesus 
teaching the crowd how to pray where we read Him saying very much the 
same as God to Solomon but now it is Jesus to the crowd / US.: 

NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 6 
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when 
you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who 
is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they 
think they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like 
them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
 
Now Jesus’ teaching is not an “open question” but is an “open teaching 
instruction” as to how we are to pray but does not set any boundaries as 
to what you can pray for or about. I have always wondered why Jesus told 
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the crowd to pray without setting some boundaries, yet saying your Father 
in heaven knows what you need! Why not say so. I am reminded of the 
March Hare saying to Alice “Then you should say what you mean”…... 
Now having read this story of Solomon it is clear to me that as Jesus’ 
hearers being Jews, would have known about this story of Solomon, and 
therefore would know that their prayers had to be – “as Solomon does”; 
-- Jesus did not have to elaborate. Our New Testament understanding is 
by knowing our Old Testament! Solomon still influences three millennia 
later how we do this basic and frequent Christian practice of prayer. 
LESSON – ASK AND YOU WILL RECEIVE. 
 
Perhaps at this point we should carry on and say the next verses being 
the Lord’s Prayer or as I say Our Prayer as it was spoken by Jesus as if 
we were saying it because he says in verse 9.  

9 “This, then, is how YOU should pray: 

“‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
10 your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation,[a] 
    but deliver us from the evil one.[b]’ 
14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others 
their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  

THIRD QUESTION Another example of Jesus asking an “open question” 
is healing Blind Bartimaeus when as we read in  
 
Mark 10 - Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight 
46Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a 
large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means 
“son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. 47When he heard 
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 
48Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, 
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
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49Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the blind man, 
“Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 50Throwing his cloak aside, he 
jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 
51“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. 
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 
52“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received 
his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 
 
One is tempted to say what a stupid question?! Surely there is only one 
answer – “My sight”! Here I need to tell you that I was recently asked 
exactly this question by an optician, nurses, doctors and a surgeon 
several times when I had de facto gone blind in my left eye from a cataract. 
This condition is not life threatening and its removal is done whilst you are 
awake as you have to assist by moving your eyeball around at command. 
The optician told me that a few people will not have the operation and will 
choose to go blind. The medics asked me this to ensure I wanted the 
operation (not others on my behalf --although of course they can pray for 
me) and its why Jesus asked Bartimaeus. For whilst he was blind, he 
could beg and obviously successfully, but once sighted he would have to 
work and take his chances as a day labourer.  
That is why Jesus’ teaching on pray says God knows what we require 
before we ask, nevertheless, we must ask. Be quite sure what we are 
asking is our needs and is as “as Solomon does”.  
LESSON – ASK AND HE RECEIVED.  
 
FOURTH QUESTION Inevitably, there are fools, and one such is the idiot 
King Herod who would and should have known better when he asked an 
“open question” that we read about in  
 
Matthew 14 - John the Baptist Beheaded 
14 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, 2and he 
said to his attendants, “This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the 
dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him.” 
 
3Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison 
because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 4for John had been saying 
to him: “It is not lawful for you to have her.” 5Herod wanted to kill John, but 
he was afraid of the people, because they considered John a prophet. 
 
6On Herod’s birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for the guests and 
pleased Herod so much 7that he promised with an oath to give her 
whatever she asked. 8Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me here 
on a platter the head of John the Baptist.” 9The king was distressed, but 
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because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request 
be granted 10and had John beheaded in the prison. 11His head was 
brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother. 
12John’s disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went 
and told Jesus.  
 
I have read it all to show the matter of fact way the gruesome act was 
undertaken and that no one showed any shame. 
 
In asking what she wanted without constraints; she asked, with her 
mother’s prompting, for John’s head on a platter; Herod was gutless 
enough to do this act. We must be very careful not to offer anything and 
then be shamed into agreeing against out better judgement. Whilst the 
end result may not be death, we can never be sure the sequence of events 
we set in train. We need to keep control of all that we do or say.  
LESSON – A FOOL FOR ASKING. 
 
FIFTH QUESTION There was another “open question” in the gospels that 
also had a deadly consequence, that two millennia later is still with us and 
causes so much pain and suffering; that regrettably has never left us. 
When Judas Iscariot decided to betray Jesus and went to see the chief 
priests. Only in Mark does it record what he said. 
 
Matthew 26 - Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
14Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the 
chief priests 15and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him 
(Jesus) over to you?” So, they counted out for him (Judas) thirty pieces of 
silver.  
16From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 
 
I am told thirty pieces of silver comes from 
Exodus 21 
32If the bull gores a male or female slave, the owner must pay thirty 
shekels [That is, about 12 ounces or about 345 grams just about £200 
today] of silver to the master of the slave, and the bull is to be stoned to 
death. 
 
So Jesus is worth the value of a slave?! Afterwards Judas regretted his 
action and tried to undo what he had done by going back to the chief 
priests and throwing the 30 pieces of silver onto the ground in front of 
them. But to no avail and he hanged himself (Matthew 27). There is no 
record of Jesus having forgiven him nor of him having asked for 
forgiveness. It is thought Judas was so overcome by his action that filled 
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with remorse he could not bring himself round to asking Jesus for 
forgiveness. Again, the recurring theme today –  

WHAT YOU DO NOT ASK – YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE. 
 
Be careful your actions are not so dreadful that you cannot ask for 
forgiveness. God the Father and the Son are waiting to forgive you. 
LESSON – HE ASKED AND RECEIVED MORE THAN HE BARGAINED. 

Remember WE should do ---  “as Solomon does” 
 
And so, to our time to remember His death by way of our Communion 
 
4th Hymn  
We ask for Jesus to stand amongst us. 
Mission Praise 381 & 842– Jesus stand among us & Here is bread 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SzM5lTyIjc 
 
COMMUNION 
 
5th Hymn  
As we go out let us praise Him as the King of glory! 
Mission Praise 790 - You are the King of glory 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtccZ2y-88I 
 
Closing Prayer 
The Grace 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”  Amen 


