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David 

 
 
Welcome. As we spend time coming before the Lord let us worship Him 
in Spirit and Truth giving Him the praise and honour due to Him as the 
King of kings. May we bless the Lord as we worship Him in song, prayer 
and study His word. 
 
David wants to bless the Lord 
 
Psalm 103: 1 – 2   A Psalm of David King James Version 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is with me, bless his holy name. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits .” 
 
Song: Bless the Oh my soul (MP 1259) 
Worship His holy name 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGfbduLuZlo 
 
Prayer:  
Father indeed we want to bless your Holy Name as we praise you and 
recognise that you are the Sovereign Lord. You created heaven and 
earth and we give thanks for your sustaining power and goodness to all 
that you have created. Yet we confess that by our sin we have brought 
pain and decay into the world and corrupted that which was good. We 
ask for your forgiveness and cleansing so that our worship may be 
acceptable to you and bring honour and reverence to you. Be with us by 
the power of the Holy Spirit so that we might open our hearts and minds 
to learn how to walk more closely with you day by day and so fulfil your 
purposes in our lives. We pray this in the Name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Psalm 34: 8  A Psalm of David 
 “Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in 
him.” 
 
Not only does David want to bless the Lord but he recognises that those 
who put their trust in the Lord are blessed too. In these uncertain times 



the “Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, and a stronghold in times of trouble” 
Psalm 9: 9 
 
Song: Jesus! The Name high over all (MP 385) 
O that the world might taste and see 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3Jpx0Rnmmo 
 
David a man of prayer. 
 
Psalm 5: 1 – 3 A Psalm of David (I encourage you to look at Psalm 17 a 
prayer of David) 
“Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider my sighing. Listen to my cry for help, 
my King and my God, for to you I pray. In the morning, O Lord, you hear my 
voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and I wait in expectation.” 
 
David is a man of prayer. He wants the Lord to hear his cry for help as 
he recognises his need of Him. He comes at the start of the day and this 
is an example to us. He comes expectantly as he waits upon the Lord to 
respond to his requests. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Let us bring our petitions and requests to the Lord: 
 
We pray that the Lord will reach out to those areas of the world where 
there is suffering and political uncertainty: Ukraine, Afghanistan and 
Yemen. 
We pray for the Queen and the Royal family, giving thanks for her 
faithful service for 70 years. 
We pray for the government in our land, both national and local. 
We remember those in the fellowship at Alton that have needs.   
 
 
David extols the importance of the Word of the Lord 
 
Psalm 19: 7 – 11  A Psalm of David 
“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statues of the Lord are 
trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, giving 
joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring for ever. The ordinances of the Lord are 
sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious that gold, than much 



gold; they are sweeter than honey, than the honey from the comb. By keeping 
them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.” 
 
David in these few verses extols the wonder of the Word of the Lord. He 
says it is perfect and it revives the soul. The word of God brings energy 
and purpose into our lives. It is trustworthy, how important this is in times 
when there is so much fake news and because it is truth it makes us 
wise. The commands of the Lord bring joy and give light to our eyes as 
they guide us on the journey through life. David considers that the laws, 
statutes, precepts, commands and ordinances of the Lord are the most 
precious thing of all and he compares it with gold, even much gold. This 
is an encouragement for us to follow them when he says that in keeping 
them there is great reward. May we fully appreciate the importance of 
the Word of God just as David did as this will make a significant 
difference to the way we live our lives. It will also enable us to make a 
difference to the lives of others as we proclaim the good news of the 
gospel. 
 
Song: When we walk with the Lord in the light of His word (MP 760) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IDJQivWjdc 
 
Prayer: Psalm 19: 14 “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
our hearts be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer.” 
 
 
The call of David  
 
1 Samuel 16: 1 – 13 
 
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have 
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I 
am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be 
king.”  
2But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”  

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to 
anoint for me the one I indicate.”  
4Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of 
the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 
5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.  



Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  
6When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed 
stands here before the LORD.”  
7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for 
I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. 
People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”  
8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel 
said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9Jesse then had Shammah pass 
by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse had seven of 
his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen 
these.” 11So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”  

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”  

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”  
12So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and 
had a fine appearance and handsome features.  

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 13So Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day 
on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to 
Ramah.  

Last week you heard how Saul was rejected by the Lord and He wants 
to appoint a new king and He commissions Samuel to undertake this 
task just as he had been involved with the appointment of Saul.  

We read that David has a calling in that he is chosen by the Lord for the 
specific task to be king. At first sight he appears to be inappropriate for 
the role, but we are reminded that outward appearance is not important. 
It is the heart of a person that really is important for it is from the heart 
our desires are formed and subsequently our actions.  

We need to be aware that the Lord is an all knowing God who knows the 
desires of our hearts. David comes before Samuel and the Lord instructs 
Samuel to anoint him and David is filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.  

We learn from this passage that the Lord chooses us for His service and 
that He will equip us to fulfil the role He has for us. We see this in the 
way David defeated Goliath. 

 



David and Goliath 

1 Samuel 17 

25Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming 
out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man 
who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt 
his family from taxes in Israel.” 26David asked the men standing near him, 
“What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes this 
disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy 
the armies of the living God?”   
27They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, “This is what 
will be done for the man who kills him.” ……  
32David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your 
servant will go and fight him.”  
33Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; 
you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”  
34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. 
When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35I went 
after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, 
I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it.  36Your servant has killed both the 
lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, 
because he has defied the armies of the living God.  37The LORD who rescued 
me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the 
hand of this Philistine.”  

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”…….. 
41Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming 
closer to David. 42He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a 
boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. 43He said to 
David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed 
David by his gods 44“Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds 
and the wild animals!”  
45David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and 
javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of 
the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This day the LORD will deliver you 
into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I 
will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, 
and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47All those 



gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for 
the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” ……. 
50So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a 
sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.  

The Israelites were being taunted by Goliath and they had become 
dispirited. David comes on the scene and says, “Let no one lose heart 
on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” He says 
this in confidence that the Lord has rescued him in times past from 
danger and he believes the Lord can do it again. We remember that on 
his anointing, the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David so he 
goes against Goliath in the strength of the Lord.  

We see that Goliath looks at the outside of David and he ridicules him 
but he has no idea that David is empowered by the Lord. This is a 
reminder to us that external appearance is not important and this is 
indicated in 1 Corinthians : 27  “But God chose the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise; God those the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong.” David triumphed over Goliath and killed him. 

We might feel totally inadequate in certain circumstances but if we are 
chosen by the Lord to undertake a task for Him then He will empower us 
just as He did for David. This will enable us to make a difference in the 
areas where the Lord has called us to serve. 

There is so much to share on the life of David that we can only look at a 
few aspects of his life. The last one to look at serves as a warning to us.  

David and Bathsheba 

2 Samuel 11:2-27 

2One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the 
palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very 
beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “She 
is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4Then 
David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. 
(Now she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went 
back home. 5The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am 
pregnant.” …….. 



14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15 In it he 
wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw 
from him so he will be struck down and die.”  
16 So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he 
knew the strongest defenders were. 17 When the men of the city came out and 
fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover, Uriah the 
Hittite died……… 
22The messenger set out, and when he arrived he told David everything Joab 
had sent him to say. 23The messenger said to David, “The men overpowered us 
and came out against us in the open, but we drove them back to the entrance 
of the city gate. 24Then the archers shot arrows at your servants from the wall, 
and some of the king’s men died. Moreover, your servant Uriah the Hittite is 
dead.”  
25David told the messenger, “Say this to Joab: ‘Don’t let this upset you; the 
sword devours one as well as another. Press the attack against the city and 
destroy it.’ Say this to encourage Joab.”  
26When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 
27After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, 
and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done 
displeased the LORD.  

Both 1 and 2 Samuel gives an account of the life of David and it tells us 
of the special and significant relationship he had with the Lord that leads 
to great success so that he becomes a great king.  

However the events with Bathsheba reminds us that temptation is 
always there and it can lead us into doing terrible things as is the case 
with David as he commits adultery and arranges for Uriah to be killed. 
David saw a beautiful woman and at that point he took his eyes away 
from looking to the Lord and allowed the lust of the flesh to lead him to 
sin.  

It is important to fix our gaze upon the Lord for if we fix our attention on 
the things of the world it will incur the displeasure of the Lord and there 
will be consequences of our wrongful behaviour. The repercussions for 
David were the death of the child conceived in adultery and the 
admonishment of the Lord by Nathan the prophet. We must be vigilant at 
all times because we can see that not even a king, such as David, is 
immune from displeasing the Lord with his actions. He was prone to 
wander and we too can wander from the love of God. 



Summary 

From this brief look at the life of David we can note the following and this 
will help us in our call to be different: 
He wants to bless the Lord. 
He is a man of prayer and many of his psalms are wonderful prayers. 
He acknowledges the importance of scripture. 
He is chosen and empowered by the Lord. 
He achieves incredible things with the Lord’s help such as the killing of 
Goliath 
But he also has to come before the Lord to seek forgiveness for his 
sinful actions with Bathsheba.   
 
Prayer: 
Father we can learn so much from studying the life of David and we ask 
that we will be encouraged to seek a closer walk with You and be a 
blessing to You and those that we come into contact with day by day.  
We ask this In Jesus Name. Amen 
 
An introduction to our next song 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiafMN8TdNw 
 
Song: Come Thou fount of every blessing (MP 1164) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKOoeTbjSeI 
  
Blessing Psalm 139: 23 – 24 Of David 
 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.  Amen 
 


