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Saul 
 
  
   
Opening Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that whether we are in the church 
building together or thinking about You alone, You are with us and hear 
our prayers. Help us to know You as You know us, and to love You as 
you Love us. We pray that this time spent in Your presence may be 
pleasing to You and a blessing for us. Amen 
 

Today we will consider Saul, the first king of Israel. 
 
Reading: 1 Samuel 9:15-17  
15 Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed this to 
Samuel: 16 ‘About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of 
Benjamin. Anoint him ruler over my people Israel; he will deliver them from 
the hand of the Philistines. I have looked on my people, for their cry has 
reached me.’ 
17 When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the Lord said to him, ‘This is the man I 
spoke to you about; he will govern my people.’ 
 
The people had asked the prophet Samuel to appoint a King, so they 
could be like other nations. This displeased Samuel and God. 
 
Reading: 1 Samuel 8:7-9 
7 And the Lord told him: ‘Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not 
you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 8 As they have 
done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me 
and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but 
warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over 
them will claim as his rights.’ 
 
Through Samuel, God warned the people of all the trouble a king would 
cause them, but they still wanted a king. 
 
As Christians, we are part of God’s kingdom and as such need to 
remember that God is our King. 
 



Song: King of kings, majesty –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGnpfYqwO8k 
 
Prayers - In your own words just praise and thank Jesus. Praise Him, 
for who He is, for what He is, for what He has done. Confess your need 
of forgiveness. Acknowledge the price Jesus paid; so that justice might 
be served, yet our sins forgiven. He died that we might live.  
 
Song: Majesty 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Zontyn2TjE 
 
Prayers of Praise, Thanks and Intercession 
Pray as you feel led.  
 
Song: Give thanks with a grateful heart 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXBxImes110 
 
 

Saul – called to be different 
 
Saul was chosen by God to be the first king of Israel, although God was 
not happy that the people had asked for a king. 
 
After he was anointed by Samuel, the Spirit of the Lord came upon him 
in power. Was this his baptism in the Holy Spirit? 
 
1 Samuel 10:10. 
10 When he and his servant arrived at Gibeah, a procession of prophets met 
him; the Spirit of God came powerfully upon him, and he joined in their 
prophesying.  
 
Saul was thirty years old when he became king and he reigned over 
Israel for forty two years. He met with some success, leading an army of 
three hundred and thirty thousand against the Ammonites and 
slaughtering them. But he made some mistakes. 
 
When the Philistines assembled to fight Israel, rather than waiting for the 
prophet Samuel to come and make burnt offerings to God, Saul did it 
himself. It may seem like a small thing, but Saul was chosen as king, not 
as a priest or prophet. It was a foolish mistake but the consequences for 
Saul were huge. 
 
 



1 Samuel 13:13-14 
13 ‘You have done a foolish thing,’ Samuel said. ‘You have not kept the 
command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have established 
your kingdom over Israel for all time. 14 But now your kingdom will not endure; 
the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of 
his people, because you have not kept the Lord’s command.’  
 
Saul made another mistake. Having been instructed by the LORD, via 
Samuel to totally destroy the Amalekites and everything that belongs to 
them, Saul let their king live and kept some of their sheep and cattle. He 
compounded this by setting up a monument in his own honour. 
 
A classic case of pride before a fall. 
 
On discovering that Saul had not fully obeyed the Lord, Samuel rebuked 
him saying – You have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has 
rejected you as king over Israel. 1 Samuel 15:26. 
 
After this Samuel anointed David to be king, but Saul remained as king 
until his death. Most of his remaining time he was jealous of David. 
 
Saul’s final mistake was to consult a medium – the witch of Endor. 
 
Reading: 1 Samuel 28:5-20 
5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror filled his heart. 6 He 
enquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him by dreams or Urim or 
prophets. 7 Saul then said to his attendants, ‘Find me a woman who is a 
medium, so that I may go and enquire of her.’ 
‘There is one in Endor,’ they said. 
8 So Saul disguised himself, putting on other clothes, and at night he and two 
men went to the woman. ‘Consult a spirit for me,’ he said, ‘and bring up for me 
the one I name.’ 
9 But the woman said to him, ‘Surely you know what Saul has done. He has cut 
off the mediums and spiritists from the land. Why have you set a trap for my 
life to bring about my death?’ 
10 Saul swore to her by the Lord, ‘As surely as the Lord lives, you will not be 
punished for this.’ 
11 Then the woman asked, ‘Whom shall I bring up for you?’ 
‘Bring up Samuel,’ he said. 
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out at the top of her voice and said 
to Saul, ‘Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!’ 



13 The king said to her, ‘Don’t be afraid. What do you see?’ 
The woman said, ‘I see a ghostly figure coming up out of the earth.’ 
14 ‘What does he look like?’ he asked. 
‘An old man wearing a robe is coming up,’ she said. 
Then Saul knew it was Samuel, and he bowed down and prostrated himself 
with his face to the ground. 
15 Samuel said to Saul, ‘Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?’ 
‘I am in great distress,’ Saul said. ‘The Philistines are fighting against me, and 
God has departed from me. He no longer answers me, either by prophets or by 
dreams. So I have called on you to tell me what to do.’ 
16 Samuel said, ‘Why do you consult me, now that the Lord has departed from 
you and become your enemy? 17 The Lord has done what he predicted through 
me. The Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hands and given it to one of 
your neighbours – to David. 18 Because you did not obey the Lord or carry out 
his fierce wrath against the Amalekites, the Lord has done this to you 
today. 19 The Lord will deliver both Israel and you into the hands of the 
Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. The Lord will also 
give the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines.’ 
20 Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with fear because of 
Samuel’s words. His strength was gone, for he had eaten nothing all that day 
and all that night. 
 
As prophesied, Saul and his sons died shortly thereafter in battle. In fact 
Saul took his own life rather than fall into the hands of the Philistines. 
 
A sorry tale. What had started out quite well for Saul gradually 
descended into failure. Did pride come into it? Thinking that he could 
assume the role of priest, thinking that he could decide who or what to 
spare when God had told him to destroy all. Setting up a monument to 
himself. Deciding that rules that applied to others didn’t apply to him. 
 
God had made it crystal clear that consulting mediums was detestable to 
Him. 
 
Reading: Deuteronomy 18:9-13 Detestable (Occult) practices 
9 When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not learn to 
imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. 10 Let no one be found among 
you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practises divination or 
sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, 11 or casts spells, or who is a 
medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. 12 Anyone who does these things 
is detestable to the Lord; because of these same detestable practices 



the Lord your God will drive out those nations before you. 13 You must be 
blameless before the Lord your God. 
 
Saul did the right thing in cutting off (driving out) the mediums and 
spiritists from the land, but then he consulted one. Big mistake. 
 
What can we learn from this? 
 
Beware of pride. 
 
Obey God, even if you don’t understand his reasoning or think you know 
better. 
 
Do not have anything to do with the occult. Horoscopes, tarot cards, 
fortune tellers and all sorts of other psychic practices are an abomination 
before God and carry heavy penalties. 
 
We should put our faith and our trust in the Lord, not assorted false 
prophets of which there are many on our news and social media. 
 
Fortunately we have Jesus, a Saviour who can and will forgive our sins if 
we confess our sins to Him, repent and ask his forgiveness. So there is 
hope for us. With faith in Jesus, we can be sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see. Hebrews 11:1 
 
Jesus my King, my wonderful Saviour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CG_SRmUyqR4 
 
Grace   
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all now and evermore.  
AMEN 
 
If anyone has any questions or would like to learn more about Jesus, 
please ask or send an email to contact@altonbaptist.org.uk 


