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Samson 
 
Welcome to our service this morning.  May the Lord bless us each one 
as we spend time with Him. 
 
Our hymns are all taken from Mission Praise 
 
Let us sing our first hymn 
560 Praise, my soul the King of heaven  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyRIVbdsi4c 
 
Let us pray 
Dear Lord, 
We thank you for every good thing we have enjoyed this last week but 
above all for our blessings in Jesus. 
We seek your blessing for all who show care for us and provide 
essential services.  We rely on so many others and we thank you for 
them. 
We pray that you will bless us through this service and that you will 
make us a blessing to others. 
 
Let us sing our second hymn 
506 How great Thou art    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GKhDCsLrUg 
 
Notices 
We will now have prayers of worship, thanksgiving and intercession 
For peace and goodwill amongst us all.  
For events in Ukraine 
Our e-Service spreads across the globe to its farthest point.  
For those who are ill / undergoing treatment / awaiting tests or treatment 
that you will give them peace and confidence of healing. 
For the Barnabas Fund prayer for today. 
 
Our third hymn 
40 Ascribe greatness to our God the rock 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXomlNaDl0E 



Reading: Judges 16:18 – 31 

18 When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rul-
ers of the Philistines, ‘Come back once more; he has told me everything.’ So 
the rulers of the Philistines returned with the silver in their hands. 19 After put-
ting him to sleep on her lap, she called for someone to shave off the seven 
braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him. 
20 Then she called, ‘Samson, the Philistines are upon you!’ 

He awoke from his sleep and thought, ‘I’ll go out as before and shake myself 
free.’ But he did not know that the LORD had left him. 
21 Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to 
Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding corn in the 
prison. 22 But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been 
shaved. 

The death of Samson 
23 Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon 
their god and to celebrate, saying, ‘Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, 
into our hands.’ 
24 When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, 

‘Our god has delivered our enemy 
    into our hands, 
the one who laid waste our land 
    and multiplied our slain.’ 
25 While they were in high spirits, they shouted, ‘Bring out Samson to entertain 
us.’ So they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for them. 

When they stood him among the pillars, 26 Samson said to the servant who 
held his hand, ‘Put me where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, so 
that I may lean against them.’ 27 Now the temple was crowded with men and 
women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof were about 
three thousand men and women watching Samson perform. 28 Then Samson 
prayed to the LORD, ‘Sovereign LORD, remember me. Please, God, strengthen 
me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for 



my two eyes.’ 29 Then Samson reached towards the two central pillars on which 
the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and 
his left hand on the other, 30 Samson said, ‘Let me die with the Philistines!’ 
Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers 
and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than while he 
lived. 
31 Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him. They 
brought him back and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of 
Manoah his father. He had led Israel for twenty years. 

 
Our fourth hymn 
544 Open my eyes that I may see 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=XIuRTBycoyE 
 
This series of talks has the title Called to be different.  Today’s 
character is Samson. 
 
What about Samson?  What was his origin? 
We can read about his birth in Judges Chapter 13. 
 
Judges 13:1-5 
Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, so the LORD delivered 
them into the hands of the Philistines for forty years. 
 
A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a 
wife who was sterile and remained childless. The angel of the LORD appeared 
to her and said, "You are sterile and childless, but you are going to conceive 
and have a son. Now see to it that you drink no wine or other fermented drink 
and that you do not eat anything unclean, because you will conceive and give 
birth to a son. No razor may be used on his head, because the boy is to be a 
Nazirite, set apart to God from birth, and he will begin the deliverance of Israel 
from the hands of the Philistines." 
 
Samson was miraculously conceived and set apart to serve God.  I think 
that in most areas he obeyed God’s law and the instructions his mother 
received for him.  In one area, however, he showed a serious weakness 
 
I don’t know how you picture Samson.  All the pictures I have seen of 
him show a kind Mr Universe figure but a few years ago I went to a 



lecture on him at the Christian Resource’s Exhibition and was given a 
different view of him 
It is clear from the Bible text that the Philistines saw much more in 
Samson than that.  I wonder whether they saw a very ordinary man, 
perhaps a bit like me but he did amazing things.  They saw a man to 
whom God gave incredible power.  They probably didn’t recognise the 
God of Israel but saw huge spiritual forces opposing them.  If Samson 
was just a big strong man why not get Delilah to put a big strong dose of 
arsenic or another poison in his supper.  I think they recognised that God 
could deliver Samson from anything they could do, so they must break 
the link between him and his god.   Hence all the tricks they had Delilah 
use against him.  We can read all about them in the first part of Judges 
Chapter 16. 
 
In Judges Chapter 14 we read about his marriage to a Philistine woman. 
That is the time when he killed a lion with his bare hands 
commemorated on our Lyles golden syrup tins.  There was trouble from 
the marriage and Samson was involved in serious battles against the 
Philistines. In all the ones recorded it is Samson on his own against 
powerful Philistine forces.  But if we read carefully, we find that Samson 
was not alone.  The spirit of the Lord came upon him and then he did 
mighty deeds. 
 
How come then that such a great man now finds himself blinded and a 
prisoner of the Philistines?  
Samson had this one great weakness.  He was deeply attracted to 
Philistine women.  Marriage to unbelieving foreigners was forbidden in 
the Law of Moses and these women were a source of trouble for 
Samson.  One of them, Delilah, betrayed him and was the cause of his 
capture and his resulting suffering. 
 
Samson had wrong relationships and it brought about trouble.  I find this 
a valuable reminder.  We all have to have dealings with unbelievers and 
some will have bad reputations.  I have found that I have needed to have 
a reputation as a Christian and have lines that cannot be crossed.  This 
way I found that I never got invited to any of their dodgy activities but I 
could still invite them to our church’s lunch time carol service.  On one or 
two occasions more than twenty came.   
Meanwhile I could still play squash and be involved in other social 
activities.  Samson got too close.  Others seem to get too closely 
involved with the wrong people and they find they have problems too. 
 



But God is sovereign and can work wonders even through our 
weaknesses and faults. 
 
Samson began the work of setting Judah free from Philistine domination.  
We even read that God used Samson’s first marriage to start this 
process off. He remained the principle figure in Israel for 20 years. 
 
Today’s reading was about Samson’s death.  The Philistines would have 
done even more awful things to him had he lived. Samson can do no 
more for Israel so he resolves to make one last stroke against the 
Philistines and we read how he did this.  He prays for the power for one 
last act and God grants his prayer and pulls down their temple with all 
the important people in it. This is also a blow to the prestige of their god 
Dagon. 
 
As we look at history we see God at work through all sorts of people, 
even those with no relationship with Him and those hostile to Him. 
 
I think we should be encouraged by the way God works. And remember 
that He can work through people’s mistakes and failures even ours.  Let 
us be encouraged to trust Him. 
 
Let us sing our last hymn 
111 Dear Lord and Father of mankind    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqOnjmr9Ah0 
 
 
 
The Grace 
 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.”  
 
Amen 


