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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

e-Service 

Sunday 9 January 2022 

Lot – Called to be different – Lived amongst the ungodly. 

Welcome 

On this Day as we come with others to rejoice that Our Lord is with us as 
we come to worship Him. 

Opening Prayer 

O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to you 
and listen to your Word on this your day. 

Our 1st hymn. 

We will be dealing with prayer; so let us commence with a hymn about 
teaching us to pray.  

Mission Praise – Lord teach us to pray 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSrfJ9WUQik 

Reading for today 

Genesis 19 
Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed 

19: 6 Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him 7 and 
said, “No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked thing.  

2nd hymn  

A Graham Kendrick hymn about the telling of the gospel from one person 
to another. We cannot do this unless we are amongst people.   

Mission Praise 541 – One shall tell another, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SuiWc9h2r08 

Prayer  

For peace and goodwill amongst us all.  
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Our e-Service spreads across the globe to its farthest point.  

For those who are ill / undergoing treatment / awaiting tests or treatment 
that you will give them peace and confidence of healing. 

For the Barnabas Fund prayer for today. 

3rd hymn 

The Christian church requires one foundation of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Mission Praise 640 -- The church’s one foundation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCdASxyPIKE 

Let us look at His word.  

Lot – Called to be different – Did ALL have access? 

When I was at a technical school we had to undertake two mathematics 
examinations. One was entitled “Pure Mathematics” (number theory) and 
the other “Applied Mathematics” (using the former to work out problems 
such as the cost of petrol for a holiday when one was going to motor 75 
miles per day for seven days in a car whose engine did 30 mpg at a cost 
of 2/6d per gallon? = £2.3s.9d!) 

So today is the “Applying” the conjecture we looked at when I last 
conducted a service. That was on Christmas Day, when we looked at why 
Jesus was born in a stable. So, all might have access to Him. We saw 
through my mother that where she was born in the most common type of 
house being a terrace surrounded by many people and as such access by 
all. But when my mother first gave birth, to me, it was in a building at the 
other end of the spectrum being the rarest, a palace that was isolated, 
forbidding, no visitors and shut off in a remote rural place from people. 

As we look at Lot’s life as described in the bible, we see him choosing 
between these two extremes where to live and the consequence of doing 
so.  

Lot was travelling around within his uncle Abraham and then at some 
point, their joint herds became too large and a need for them to go their 
separate ways. Abraham invited Lot to choose between the lush valley 
and cities or the hills that would have had pasture but sparse and few 
people. Lot chose the valley and the cities. In our reading Lot is living in 
the city of Sodom and in a house very much like my mother’s terraced 
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house with access directly onto the streets. Much like our housing. We 
read of one incident when Lot encountered two men, who were angels, in 
the market square and invited them to stay with him. Whilst there a mob 
turned up demanding the men so that they could have sex with them. Lot 
said he could not allow this -- 6 Lot went outside to meet them and shut 
the door behind him 7 and said, “No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked 
thing. and then invited the mob to have his two daughters as substitute. 
But before that happened the two angels struck the men blind. Lot then 
escaped from Sodom just before it was destroyed, but his wife looked 
back and was turned into a pillar of salt. (If people had heard of Lot, it 
was through this incident of the action of his wife; not through anything 
Lot did.)  

We finally encountered him living with his two daughters in a cave in the 
hills away from people and very isolated. The daughters said to each other 
that they had no men with which to marry and bear children, so they 
hatched a conspiracy to commit incest with Lot and then each gave birth 
to a son. 

These incidents raise many points, and we could spend many sermons and 
much discussion. But we will look at where they happened in relation to 
access to Jesus through our actions. 

When Lot chose to live in Sodom, he was putting himself in amongst those 
who did not follow God’s precepts as witnessed by the mob wanting non-
consensual same sexual engagement with the angels. Lot resisted, but 
then offered his daughters. We do not know whether he talked to them or 
as custom demanded no harm should come to visitors, he in desperation 
panicked in offering his daughters. We may not face such a stark 
encounter, but in living amongst those who do not follow God’s ways we 
are faced with conflicts. Lot does not appear to have sought God’s advice. 
We must do so by praying. 

Prayer 

Matthew 6 
6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. 

We need always do this. Lot could have chosen to go the hills away from 
people but that was not what Jesus did in his birth. He was not born in a 
palace but in a lowly common place that was accessible to all. We might 
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struggle with living amongst the godless but be assured that we are the 
salt and light and the example that they look up to.  

Salt and Light 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can 
it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead 
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

We will never know what influence we have but be assured we do have 
such.  

Jo my wife and I lived for about 18 months on a council estate whilst the 
same council was building our house -- an arrangement of the 60s / 70s. 
On that estate couples, they were married then, would meet, and place the 
front door key in a bowl. The men would take a key, not their own, and go 
off with the lady of the house for obvious sexual encounter. We waited to 
be invited, but the invitation never came. Was our known Christian belief 
enough to ward them off? although we were ready with our answer. We 
need to be that salt and light and that we need always to seek Jesus’ 
advice and help. But because we face such challenges -- is no excuse to 
run away to the solitude of the hills. Remember -- we cannot run away 
either from the evil one or God!!! 

Psalm 139 

7 Where can I go from your Spirit? 
Where can I’m flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
If I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
If I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, 
Your right hand will hold me fast. 
 
Running away to the hills to live in a cave is exactly what Lot did and in 
taking his two daughters unintended consequences followed. In an 
isolated location the daughters found themselves deprived of contact 
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with suitable marriageable men. In desperation they conspired to 
immorally use their father in acts of incest. My commentary lays the 
blame on Lot, but I am not so sure. The daughters were adults, and they 
knew exactly what they were doing. There appears to be no attempt to 
ask Lot to move to a town or God what they should do? But to go down 
this ungodly route. As a judge once said of three professional men who 
were sentenced for a mortgage fraud that society was vulnerable to 
conspiracies. Often one person acting alone is thwarted in their illegal / 
immoral activity by the need to engage others. If others do so, then we 
are vulnerable. It is vital that we do not agree with others in any such 
illegal / immoral activities.  
 

Ephesians 4 

Unity and Maturity in the Body of Christ 

4: 27 and do not give the devil a foothold.  

 e.g. We have known of a minister having an affair with a wife; not his own; 
that led to the tragic break up of both marriages. If either party had not 
agreed to this conspiracy to defraud their own marriages, then nothing 
would have happened. It takes two to tango as they say.  

Surely, if Lot had been living amongst others, then his daughters would 
not have thought to go down this route.  

If we are living in a palace or some remote place, then ok, but I suggest 
we should ensure we allow people access to us and have access to them. 
I write this in defence of our living amongst the ungodly, as this in my 
opinion is what Jesus did and wants us to do. 

4th Hymn  

Why should we only sing carols at Christmas? We deprive ourselves for 
the remaining 50 weeks of great words and music. And the essential 
truths contained in the carols. Here is one telling the greatest truth -- 
that of love.  

Mission Praise 451 – Love came down  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssKkP78kFiM 
 
Closing Prayer 
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The Grace 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.”  


