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Jesus presented in the temple 
 
  
   
Opening Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that whether we are in the church 
building together or thinking about You alone, You are with us and hear 
our prayers. Help us to know You as You know us, and to love You as 
you Love us. We pray that this time spent in Your presence may be 
pleasing to You and a blessing for us. 
Amen 
 
Song: We have come into His house – 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiJ0AdA05Ow 

 
Today’s passage is an historical account about Jesus being presented at 
the temple in Jerusalem. 
 
Reading: Luke 2:21-24 Jesus presented in the temple 
21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named 
Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was conceived. 
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, 
Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is 
written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the 
Lord’), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the 
Lord: ‘a pair of doves or two young pigeons’. 
 
We are reminded that Jesus, the Son of God, was a Jew, born of a 
Jewish mother with a Jewish step-father, who obeyed the Jewish laws 
and customs. 
 
Song: The kingdom of God –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOrkdW5NAM0 
 
Prayers - In your own words just praise and thank Jesus. Praise Him, 
for who He is, for what He is, for what He has done. Confess your need 
of forgiveness. Acknowledge the price Jesus paid; so that justice might 
be served, yet our sins forgiven. He died that we might live.  
 



Song: Come, Thou long expected Jesus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIOY0dXQh9w 
 
Prayers of Praise, Thanks and Intercession 
Pray as you feel led.  
 
 
Jesus presented in the temple 
 
Reading: Luke 2:25-40 Jesus presented in the temple 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 
him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die 
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what 
the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying: 
29 ‘Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.’ 
33 The child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. 34 Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: ‘This child is destined to 
cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 
 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshipped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to 
them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child 
to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child 
grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was 
on him. 
 



Are you at home in God’s house? Often when people come into our 
church building they say it has a warm atmosphere, there is something 
about the place that makes them feel welcome, comfortable. We like to 
believe that God’s spirit is particularly close in our church, that it is holy 
ground, a place where we meet with God. It is not a grand cathedral or 
the temple in Jerusalem, but God is present even in our humble church. 
 
Do you feel comfortable in God’s presence? 
 
How comfortable we feel with God, depends on our relationship with 
Him. Do we know Him? Are we in regular contact? Do we speak to Him 
often? Do we listen to Him, do we read His words? Do we have a clean 
conscience or do we try and hide guilty secrets from Him? 
 
The bible tells us we cannot hide from God, neither can we keep secrets 
from Him. So it is better to get them out into the open, to confess them to 
God and ask His forgiveness. Jesus came to save sinners and He offers 
forgiveness to those who believe and trust in Him. 
 
Our passage today illustrates three types of comfort in God’s house. 
 
Simeon had a close relationship with God. We are told ‘the Holy Spirit 
was on him’, ‘something had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit’, 
And he was ‘moved by the Spirit’. He was ‘righteous and devout’ and we 
can see from the way he praised God that he was familiar with speaking 
to God (in prayer). It seems he also heard from God because his last 
words recorded in the passage are a prophecy from God. 
 
We can deduce that Anna had a close relationship with God. She chose 
to spend all her time in God’s house ‘worshipping Him night and day, 
fasting and praying’. She was attuned to God – on His wavelength. She 
recognised Jesus, not by sight, but by the Spirit. She just knew who He 
was and she prophesied over Him. 
 
Surprisingly the least comfortable in God’s house were Joseph and 
Mary. Coming from the small town of Nazareth they were probably 
overawed by Jerusalem and the magnificent temple. But God had a 
special blessing for them. They had been given the privilege and 
responsibility of looking after God’s son. We are told they did what the 
law required. Surely they must have been encouraged by the words and 
witness of Simeon and Anna. 
 



This is one of the reasons we come into God’s house, even Alton Baptist 
Church. We come to draw closer to God, to learn more about the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. We like to hear His words, to be encouraged by Him 
and one other as we seek to live out our lives as His servants.  
 
We may not be as righteous or devout as Simeon, as dedicated as 
Anna, or as privileged as Mary and Joseph, but God can still use us in 
His service. We just need to be willing and stay close to Him. 
 
Song: King of kings, majesty 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGnpfYqwO8k 
 
Grace   
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us now and evermore.  
AMEN 
 
If anyone has any questions or would like to learn more about Jesus, 
please ask or send an email to contact@altonbaptist.org.uk 


