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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
e-Service 

Christmas Day 
Saturday 25th December 2021 

The birth of Jesus! – ALL have access!!! 

Welcome 

On this Christmas Day let us rejoice that Our Lord came to live amongst 
us so that we might have access to Him. 

Opening Prayer 

O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to you 
and listen to your Word on this the day you were born. 

Our 1st hymns. 

You could only be amongst us if you left your heavenly throne. So, please 
if you are able to stand and sing ---  

Mission Praise 697 – Thou didst leave Thou throne 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1Bryvmvz_Q 

Reading for today 

Luke 2 : 1 – 20 

Luke 2 
New International Version 
The Birth of Jesus 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their 
own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 
of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
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She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was 
no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Saviour has 
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: 
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured 
up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 
seen, which were just as they had been told. 

2nd hymn  

A great and favourite carol on this the day of your birth.  

Mission Praise 539 – Once in Royal David’s city 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aw6IjbOUaJ4 

Prayer  

For peace and goodwill amongst us all. Our e-Service spreads across the 
globe to its farthest point. We will remember Him in your celebrations  
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For the Barnabas Fund (if you are able to give for the persecuted church) 
thanks for such offerings. Barnabas Fund prayer for today. 

3rd hymn 

Our reading mentioned shepherds so we must sing about them. 

Mission Praise 764 – While shepherds watched 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSyUvOUZwxQ 

Let us look at His word.  

The birth of Jesus! – ALL have access!!! 

As most of you know I was born 80 years ago at the height of the Second 
World War at what was known as The Emergency War Hospital, Danbury 
Park in central rural Essex; used as a maternity unit for mothers living in 
eastern London. The hospital Authorities had requisitioned Danbury 
Palace; a building more associated with the birth of Monarchs. Such 
places have tight security, and our maternity wards of today are locked 
places where those gaining entry need to prove who they are. Public 
access is strictly forbidden. [In my case even fathers were barred until it 
was time to collect mother and child. Mainly because of wartime travel 
restrictions.] 

If Jesus had been born in a Palace, then access to Him would have been 
impossible and he would also have been seen as one of the elite ruling 
classes. When the Wise men came along, they of course went to the 
nearest Palace occupied by Herod; but Jesus was not there. 

Now my mother on the other hand was born in a place that was somewhat 
nearer Jesus’ birthplace. A typical Victorian three-bedroomed terraced 
house of which there are millions - 24 Morrison Avenue, Tottenham 
crowded with seven people. The animals? Plenty of the ever-present black 
rats and cats. Her birth was hardly a secret affair and I know she was 
seen by all and sundry. That is more like it. She was forever known as a 
“north Londoner”. Her parents were “Glaswegians”. We three siblings 
whilst born in Essex moved house and spent our formative years as “west 
Londoners”. So, we are forever defined. 

So, to Jesus’ birth. He was said to be at an Inn that was full of people who 
occupied all the rooms, and no space could be found. 
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But would He and Mary have wanted all those people looking and 
breathing their germs on Him? As we are sat in church, we have our face 
masks on to stop the spread of Covid19. A good illustration of the risk of 
germs people bring. 

I suggest that by being born where the animals were, was probably the 
ideal place. Ok, animals can transmit diseases to humans, but if He and 
Mary were in a part away from the animals it would have been safe from 
their germs. Also, the animals would be on the ground floor, with the Inn 
on the upper floors. Relatively quiet and certainly with privacy for Mary 
and the midwives. All is a matter of balancing risks and the hazard they 
present. 

It also meant that anyone who wanted to see Jesus could do so. We are 
told about The Shepherds visiting and no doubt there were others. Then 
Wise men as I have mentioned also came along, although by then the 
family had moved on. 

As I said on Sunday past He was born of a human mother and lived in a 
typical household so that all would know of Him at His birth and through 
His life to His death. Here the Shepherds were able to testify as to His 
birth. He was one of us, a citizen of our country and place. Jesus was a 
“Galilean”. What did the servant girl say to Peter at the trial of Jesus?– 
“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.”   

That set the tone for His ministry that He was accessible to all and all 
times and they knew He was one of them that lived amongst them. We 
read of Him having to travel into the desert for peace and quiet, yet the 
crowds sought Him out. 

Jesus teaches us to pray to Him in Matthew 6:5-15 and there are no 
restrictions as to time. So that means He is always available to hear our 
thanks and plea for help or whatever. 

The same way the church door is open to all! -- and are we also open to 
all? – and to Jesus’s calling to follow Him?! 

4th Hymn  

A rousing carol to send us on our way, and so let us stand and sing with 
gusto as we join in with the children in this joyous YouTube video.  

Mission Praise 83 --- Come and join the celebration  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMqG5M76tFE 
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Closing Prayer 
 
The Grace 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.”  


