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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

e-Service 

Sunday 19th December 2021 

Mary to be the mother of Jesus 

Welcome 

Let us rejoice that Our Lord leads and guides us consistently 
because He knows the future. 

Opening Prayer 

O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we 
come to You at this time of worship with You and others. That 
you will strengthen our belief in You as we listen to the 
YouTube videos, read Your Word, speak with you in our prayers 
and as we consider what Your Word has to say to us to 
encourage and enrich our lives. 

Our 1st hymn. 

Angels dominate our Service and the Christmas story - so let us 
sing about them. Please stand if you are able and sing 
cheerfully.  

Mission Praise 35 – Angels from the realms of glory  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5CZ8STVcks 

Reading for today 

Luke 1 : 26 – 56 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin 
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and 
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said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with 
you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary; you have found favour with God. 31 You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 
kingdom will never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth 
your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who 
was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For 
no word from God will ever fail.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to 
me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill 
country of Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I 
so favoured, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has 
believed that the Lord would fulfil his promises to her!” 

Mary’s Song 

46 And Mary said: 
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“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
48 for he has been mindful 
    of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 
thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things 
    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
    just as he promised our ancestors.” 

56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then 
returned home. 

2nd hymn  

A rousing Graham Kendrick hymn - please stand if you are able 
and let us sing about the purpose of Jesus coming here on earth.  

Mission Praise 162 – From heaven you came, helpless babe,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nOrQij4Ttk 

Intercessory and Praise Prayers 

 That people will attend the Christmas Services and on 
hearing your Good News come to know you as their 
Saviour. 

 For our NHS and others providing help for people at this 
time. 

 Us here at ABC. 
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 For the persecuted church by way of the Barnabas Fund 
prayer. 

3rd hymn 

A good high Victorian carol. Again, if you are able let us stand 
and sing.  

Mission Praise 749 – What child is this? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2Un5nwlL5w 

Let us look at His word.  

Mary to be the mother of Jesus 

TEN short thoughts. 

1. God’s precision to be followed! 

We read that with immaculate timing when John the Baptist’s 
pregnancy was 2/3rds of the way through God sends his Angel 
Gabriel to the town of Nazareth, in a town more like a hamlet, a 
few houses. In the region of Galilee near the Lake of Galilee in 
northern Israel.  

2. Gods knows who to use - so why not us? 

He goes to a virgin as God wants to use a woman who had not 
given birth, so she was pure and had not born a child of sinful 
man and to show that what is to happen is of God’s handiwork. 
At the time Mary was pledged to marry a man called Joseph; but 
not yet married. Our engagement. A time to prepare for the 
marriage, find a home, buy the necessary goods, organise the 
ceremony, the celebrations, the rings, that honeymoon etc. The 
Angel seeks her out and says “Greetings, you who are highly 
favoured! The Lord is with you.” 

3. God speaks to us - but do we listen? 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind 
of greeting this might be. Why do we always think like her the 
worst when something unexpected is said to us. Remember 
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there are the three “C”s – Compliment – Comment - Criticism. 
Why do we invariably default to the latter and not the former. 
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found 
favour with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and 
you are to call Him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne 
of His father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; His kingdom will never end.” That is quite 
a mouthful and full of mind blowing statements.  

4. Why is God’s wish list so great - whilst ours is not? 

The angel - Reassures her – Mary found God’s Favour - conceive 
- give birth - son – called Jesus - He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High - The Lord God give him the 
throne of his father David - he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever - his kingdom never ends.” 

Each of these is a sermon on its own and God always has a 
Grand Design (no not Kevin McCloud and his C4 house building 
programme); but a Grand Design in whatever He does. Should 
we not engage on such? 

5. Why did God want His Son to be born of a human woman? 

Of course, God could have created Jesus as a human by using 
the elements to make Him? No difficulty for the Creator. But I 
suggest a stranger arriving in town would always be a stranger. 
People did not travel very far in those days and so one was 
known from birth to death. No - creating a human that would 
not do. Hence by being born a human and living as such in a 
typical household for that time, Jesus was accepted as one of 
us. Hence, His following. Ok there were those who opposed Him, 
but just look at those crowds who adorned Him. Travelling great 
distances to hear Him speak. That gave him “street cred” and do 
we have that in the eyes of our neighbours and friends and 
family? 

6. Why question God - but is that only human? 

Mary asked the angel “How will this be since I am a virgin?” 
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God always has an answer The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit 
will come on you, and God’s power will cover you and so by the 
Holy Spirit’s presence and God’s power you will conceive.  

7. God acts in His way - not ours 

The Immaculate Conception that is without human hand. A 
miracle and I suggest that is what God wanted it seen as. As a 
result the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Of 
course, what else! The angel goes on to say even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was 
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. Miracles all 
around us. That happens all day and everyday but we do not see 
this; our eyes are blind. Open our eyes that we may see. 

8. God’s word never fails - ours often does 

For no word from God will ever fail. Interesting comment that 
seems out of place and added as an afterthought. Well even if 
it was; it is stating a truth that needs repeating often. 

9. Mary’s affirmation - not consent 

Mary answers “I am the Lord’s servant, may your word to me be 
fulfilled.” Do we give God an answer? 

Then the angel left her. 

10. Mary’s Song of Praise to our God 

We have read her song of praise. Do we thank our God and Lord 
Jesus for all the blessings we receive.? Count your blessings 
one by one as the hymn goes. Perhaps we will sing this another 
time. 

TO BE CONTINUED AT THE END OF THE WEEK WITH HIS BIRTH, 
WHEN I WILL BE LEADING THE SERVICE. 

A first for me to lead two Services in the same week!; another 
one to tick off on my serendipity bucket list. 
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COMMUNION 

A time of Communion 

4th Hymn for Communion 

We will sit and listen/ sing quietly this our 4th hymn as it 
straddles both His birth and death. Deals in the 2nd verse with 
this the last supper of the breaking of bread and drinking of 
wine. “The Communion”.  

Mission Praise 526 --- O what a gift  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwm4gxDA-Fg 

COMMUNION 

Optional Communion (for those unable to meet in church) 
If you wish to include communion as part of your worship, find 
yourself some bread and wine (or juice) and click on this link 
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=na33U_QaEGQ at the 
appropriate time. 

5th Hymn 

Let us stand and sing rousing carol.   

Mission Praise 39 --- As with gladness men of old  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UB8rKNrlpDQ 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
The Grace 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.”  


