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An angel visits Zechariah 
  
   
Opening Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that whether we are in the church 
building together or thinking about You alone, You are with us and hear 
our prayers. Help us to know You as You know us, and to love You as 
you Love us. We pray that this time spent in Your presence may be 
pleasing to You and a blessing for us. 
Amen 
 
Reading: Isaiah 42:9  

9 See, the former things have taken place, 
    and new things I declare; 
before they spring into being 
    I announce them to you.’ 
 

This verse from the end of last week’s passage is about prophecy. The 
LORD GOD ALMIGHTY is explaining that things He has prophesied in 
the past have taken place, and He prophesies new things before they 
happen in the future. 
 
He informs us of what is to come, both good and bad. It is up to us to 
pay attention to what He has said (or has written). Sometimes things are 
easy to understand, sometimes they require the help of the Holy Spirit or 
the benefit of hindsight. 
 
Song: Be still, for the presence of the Lord – 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZugvUQ4m90U 

 
Today’s passage is an historical account of a prophecy which, with the 
benefit of hindsight, we know took place. 
 
Reading: Luke 1:5-7 The birth of John the Baptist foretold 
 5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a 
descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, 
observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were 



childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very 
old.  
 
8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest 
before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, 
to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for 
the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshippers were praying 
outside. 
 
Song: El-Shaddai –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clt8BoHb0JE 
 
Prayers - In your own words just praise and thank Jesus. Praise Him, 
for who He is, for what He is, for what He has done. Confess your need 
of forgiveness. Acknowledge the price Jesus paid; so that justice might 
be served, yet our sins forgiven. He died that we might live.  
 
Reading: Luke 1:11-18  
11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the 
altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped 
with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer 
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him 
John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his 
birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or 
other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he 
is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their 
God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 
turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous – to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 
 
The first prophecy we will consider is the one concerning the birth of a 
son. An angel tells Zechariah that his wife Elisabeth will bear him a son 
and they will call him John. He will be a joy and delight to them. 
 
We know this prophecy was fulfilled shortly after it was given. 
 
We can learn something of the character of God when we look at it in 
more detail and consider its relationship to prayer. The angel says ‘Do 
not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard’. 
 



We can only speculate about what that prayer might have been, but it is 
likely that the angel is referring to prayers Zechariah and Elisabeth 
would have uttered over the years as they waited in vain for a child.  
 
Now in their old age, when it seems that God has not heard or answered 
their prayers, and it is too late for them to have a child, God acts. 
 
This is so typical of God. I am sure all of us have experienced this. We 
pray and pray and nothing seems to happen until at the very last 
moment God resolves whatever situation we were praying about. 
Perhaps he likes to test our faith. 
 
Song: God will make a way 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=br07_NJ9LUM 
 
Prayers of Praise, Thanks and Intercession 
Pray as you feel led.  
 
The second prophecy looks further ahead and describes the life of John. 
In particular these verses describe his mission. 
 
16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And 
he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the righteous – to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 
 
Once again, with the benefit of hindsight we know this prophecy was 
fulfilled, as described in the gospels. Matthew’s gospel refers to a 
prophecy made approximately 700 years before by Isaiah. 
 
Reading: Matthew 3:1-3 John the Baptist prepares the way 
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and 
saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3 This is he who 
was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

‘A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.”’[a] 

 

The little [a] gives a reference to Isaiah 40:3. Seven hundred years may 
seem a long wait for a prophecy to be fulfilled. We are still waiting after 
two thousand years for prophesies about the second coming of Jesus 
Christ to be fulfilled. 



But as Peter reminds us in 2 Peter 3:8-9 
 
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: with the Lord a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
 
An angel visits Zechariah 
 
Reading: Luke 1:18-25  
18 Zechariah asked the angel, ‘How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and 
my wife is well on in years.’ 
 
19 The angel said to him, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 
have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you 
will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did 
not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.’ 

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he 
stayed so long in the temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to 
them. They realised he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making 
signs to them but remained unable to speak. 

23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his 
wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in 
seclusion. 25 ‘The Lord has done this for me,’ she said. ‘In these days he has 
shown his favour and taken away my disgrace among the people.’ 

Although we should focus on the message rather than the messenger, 
this visit from the angel Gabriel opens up a whole new view of God and 
His kingdom. We have seen from our first reading that God announces 
what He is going to do in advance. He announced the ministry of John 
the Baptist 700 years in advance. Our main passage today has a visit 
from Gabriel to announce more details, to those directly concerned. 
 
The angel Gabriel is mentioned in two books of the bible. Here in 
chapter one of Luke where he is sent from the presence of God with a 
message for Zechariah. Then in chapter two he appears with a message 
for Mary, prophesying the birth of Jesus. 
 
The other place he is mentioned by name is in the book of Daniel. 
 



Reading: Daniel 8:15-19 
15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there 
before me stood one who looked like a man. 16 And I heard a man’s voice from 
the Ulai {canal} calling, ‘Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision.’ 
17 As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell 
prostrate. ‘Son of man,’ he said to me, ‘understand that the vision concerns 
the time of the end.’ 
18 While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the 
ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my feet.  
19 He said: ‘I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, 
because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end. 
 
Reading: Daniel 9:20-23 
20 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people 
Israel and making my request to the Lord my God for his holy hill – 21 while I 
was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me 
in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 22 He instructed me and 
said to me, ‘Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and 
understanding. 23 As soon as you began to pray, a word went out, which I have 
come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the word 
and understand the vision: 
 
These appearances to Daniel were roughly 600 years before his 
appearance to Zechariah. Interesting to speculate on what Gabriel has 
been doing since these appearances. A topic for another day perhaps. 
 
Song: Angel voices ever singing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dy_cZRuqgmo 
 
Grace   
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us now and evermore.  
AMEN 
 
If anyone has any questions or would like to learn more about Jesus, 
please ask or send an email to contact@altonbaptist.org.uk 


