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The servant of the LORD 
  

   
Opening Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that whether we are in the church 
building together or thinking about You alone, You are with us and hear 
our prayers. 
Help us to spend time each day singing your praises, reading and 
contemplating Your Word, praying for one another and those issues You 
bring to our attention. Amen 
 
Reading Isaiah 42:1-4 The servant of the LORD 
42 ‘Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen one in whom I delight; 
I will put my Spirit on him, 
    and he will bring justice to the nations. 
2 He will not shout or cry out, 
    or raise his voice in the streets. 
3 A bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out. 
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
4     he will not falter or be discouraged 
till he establishes justice on earth. 
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.’ 
 
Song Meekness and Majesty –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxFNG5YVweM 
 
Prayers - In your own words just praise and thank the Lord, for who He 
is, for what He is, for what He has done. Confess your need of 
forgiveness. 
 
Song Thou didst leave Thy throne –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1Bryvmvz_Q 
 
Prayers of Praise, Thanks and Intercession 
Pray as you feel led. Finish with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 



Song Come and see -  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y_8BZmWb2N8 
 
Reading Isaiah 42:5-9 The servant of the LORD 
5 This is what God the LORD says – 
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, 
    who gives breath to its people, 
    and life to those who walk on it: 
6 ‘I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; 
    I will take hold of your hand. 
I will keep you and will make you 
    to be a covenant for the people 
    and a light for the Gentiles, 
7 to open eyes that are blind, 
    to free captives from prison 
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 
8 ‘I am the LORD; that is my name! 
    I will not yield my glory to another 
    or my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have taken place, 
    and new things I declare; 
before they spring into being 
    I announce them to you.’ 
 
Some thoughts 
 
The LORD’s Servant – Jesus 
 
The LORD describes himself in verse 5 as the Creator of the heavens 
and earth, giving breath and life to its people. Capital letters are used to 
distinguish the divine name of the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, from the 
Lord – a title given to Jesus. Although of course Jesus is the Lord God 
Almighty in human form. 
 
In this passage the LORD describes His servant (Jesus) as a gentle 
one, with the Spirit of the LORD resting on him. 
 
Jesus alludes to this when he reads from Isaiah 61 in the synagogue in 
Nazareth as documented in Luke 4:14-30. 
 



Reading Isaiah 61:1-2 The year of the LORD’s favour 
61 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
    because the LORD has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, 
    to proclaim freedom for the captives 
    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, 
 
This is the message of Christmas. This is why Jesus came in the flesh. 
 
But note that although Jesus came to proclaim good news and set the 
prisoners free there are warnings in these passages. 
 
Firstly in Isaiah 42:8  
‘I am the LORD; that is my name! 
    I will not yield my glory to another 
    or my praise to idols.’ 
 
Then in Isaiah 61:2 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, 
 
Isaiah 42:8 covers the first three commandments. 

1. You shall have no other gods 
2. You shall not worship idols 
3. You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God 

 
Isaiah 61:2 reminds us that God will punish those who break his 
commandments. There will be a day of vengeance. 
 
We usually focus on the good news of the gospel and the love of God at 
Christmas,  
16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 
 
But we should not overlook the ‘shall not perish’. 
 



As Jesus started to preach, his message was ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is near.’ Matthew 4:17. 
 
He expanded on this when questioned about some people who had 
perished. 
 
Reading: Luke 13:1-5 Repent or Perish 
13 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus 
answered, ‘Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 
other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you 
repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in 
Siloam fell on them – do you think they were more guilty than all the others 
living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all 
perish.’ 
 
Jesus often quoted from scripture and took it very seriously. In fact he 
said he was the fulfilment of the Law. 
 
Reading: Matthew 5:17-18 The fulfilment of the law 
17 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfil them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and 
earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by 
any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 
 
Therefore what should we make of this prophecy in Isaiah 24. 
 
Reading: Isaiah 24:1-6 The LORD’s devastation of the earth 
24 See, the LORD is going to lay waste the earth 
    and devastate it; 
he will ruin its face 
    and scatter its inhabitants – 
2 it will be the same 
    for priest as for people, 
    for the master as for his servant, 
    for the mistress as for her servant, 
    for seller as for buyer, 
    for borrower as for lender, 
    for debtor as for creditor. 
3 The earth will be completely laid waste 



    and totally plundered. 
The LORD has spoken this word. 
4 The earth dries up and withers, 
    the world languishes and withers, 
    the heavens languish with the earth. 
5 The earth is defiled by its people; 
    they have disobeyed the laws, 
violated the statutes 
    and broken the everlasting covenant. 
6 Therefore a curse consumes the earth; 
    its people must bear their guilt. 
Therefore earth’s inhabitants are burned up, 
    and very few are left. 
 
We should take it very seriously. A time will come when God’s patience 
with sinful man runs out. Is ‘Climate Change’ a precursor of what is to 
come? As the world focuses on reducing CO2 emissions, shouldn’t we 
instead focus on reducing sin? 
 
Jesus came to save sinners and to offer us eternal life if we will but 
repent and believe in him. 
 
He has paid the price for our sins. It costs us little to turn to him, mainly 
our pride and sense of self-righteousness. Amazing that in those 
countries where the cost of turning to Christ can be great, many are 
willing to take the plunge and invite Jesus into their lives as their Lord 
and Saviour. Let’s pray that God’s patience will last for a while longer 
and that many will take the opportunity to repent and turn to Him whilst 
there is still time. 
 
Song I cannot tell -  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yB68PSLTriE 
 
Grace   
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us now and evermore. 
AMEN 
 
If anyone has any questions or would like to learn more about Jesus, 
please ask or send an email to contact@altonbaptist.org.uk 


