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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

e-Service 

Sunday 24th October 2021 

I am forgiven and sealed with the Holy Spirit 

Welcome 

Let us rejoice that Our Lord leads and guides consistently because He 
knows the future.  

Opening Prayer 

O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to You 
at this time of worship with You and others. That you will strengthen our 
belief in You as we listen to the YouTube videos, read Your Word, speak 
with you in our prayers and as we consider what Your Word has to say to 
us to encourage and enrich our lives. 

Our 1st hymn. 

We need to be accepted into God’s kingdom and to be forgiven for our sins 
of commission and omission. 

Mission Praise 321 – I’m accepted, I’m forgiven 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmJSEhn7DtU 

Reading for today 

Ephesians 1:7-8 & 13-14 
 
I have colour coded the reading to show: 

Where Holy Trinity is mentioned 

Where we sinners are mentioned 

The gifts bestowed on us by the Holy Trinity 

What we must do 

Someone suggested last time I spoke that my bullet points should use a 
picture of a bullet; which is what I have done. The bullets are an 
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illustration of the devastating impact these words of Holy Scripture have 
on the evil one in defeating the force that opposes our true Holy Trinity. 

I am forgiven and sealed with the Holy Spirit 

Praise for Spiritual Blessings in Christ 

 7/8 In Him we have redemption through His blood - the forgiveness 
of sins,  

 in accordance with the riches of God’s grace - that He lavished on us.  

 With all wisdom and understanding,  

 13/14 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the 
message of truth - the gospel of your salvation.  

 When you believed - you were marked in Him with a seal,  

 the promised Holy Spirit - who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession 

 —to the praise of His glory. 

2nd hymn  

We have just read of His wonderful love for us, and the many blessings 
bestowed on us; yet we have done nothing to deserve this. So, we need to 
sing of His wonderful love. 

Mission Praise 94 – Come let us sing of a wonderful love 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fJ2hiATs2s 
 

Intercessory and Praise Prayers 

 Continue to pray for those within our fellowship and known to us 
who need your healing touch and reassurance regarding their 
health and for calm reassurance for those waiting tests and or 
results. Thank you, NHS. 

 Whatever view we may hold on climate change, we do pray for your 
mercy that will guide us and for the UN Conference in Glasgow. 
There are no easy options and for success in bringing fusion energy 
along to replace our use of fossil fuels. 

 For good stewardship of planet earth. 
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 For the churches in Alton that they will have an impact in the 
community as they share the good news of the gospel. 

 Us here at ABC. 
 For the persecuted church by way of the Barnabas Fund prayer. 

 

3rd hymn 

We surely all need reassurance that ‘MY’ or should that be ‘OUR’ Lord is 
my / our shepherd.  

Mission Praise 1008 – The Lord’s my shepherd 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak 

Let us look at His word.  

I am forgiven and sealed with the Holy Spirit 

Reading for today 

Ephesians 1:7-8 & 13-14 
 
These four verses are there to remind and encourage and inspire us on 
our walk with our Lord. We are reminded that our Lord is one part of the 
Holy Trinity and so all are mentioned and, in many ways, 
interchangeable. Paul here wants to remind us of the Holy Trinity and of 
the blessing bestowed on us. 
 
So, I have coloured the words as follows: 

Where Holy Trinity is mentioned 

Where we sinners are mentioned 

The gifts bestowed on us by the Holy Trinity 

What we must do 

The complier of the NIV has of course headed this section correctly for 
we need to praise the Holy Trinity for the Spiritual Blessing in Christ. 
They are not earthly blessings nor are they telling us off for our 
wrongdoing. This only flows through Christ. 
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I am forgiven and sealed with the Holy Spirit 

Praise for Spiritual Blessings in Christ 

 7/8 In Him All of this is done by Him, Our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, No one else -- just Him. we have redemption We each, if we 
believe, have redemption that is our sins are forgiven. It is like us 
taking the pawn ticket of a friend and going into the pawn shop and 
presenting the ticket and payment so that our friend may have their 
possession returned to their ownership. They have not paid the price, 
but ourselves as a love token. In the instant with Jesus forgiving sins, 
was not just a matter of handing over a few coins -- but through His 
blood, yes, his blood was shed and spilled so that He died and paid the 
ultimate price for our salvation. The last great sacrifice – no more 
bringing lambs or birds to be sacrificed. That is profound. The crucial 
point here is that it is Jesus who is forgiving our sins and taking that 
burden on himself by His death on that cross. - the forgiveness of sins, 
so that we may be made pure so that we may have fellowship with Him 
and eternal life as Graham explained a couple of Sundays ago. Try not 
to imagine what eternity is like -- as one 19th Century scientist did and 
went mad!!! Just accept it. 

 in accordance with the riches of God’s grace - that He lavished on us  
As a 19th Century bible commentary I have describes this act as being - 
free - grace - mercy - illustrious - endearingly - accepted - complete - 
glorious - deliverance - from all evil - recovery all possible happiness 
in time and eternity - through the inestimable price fully paid by HIM - 
not on account of any worthiness in us or our works - but merely from 
the inexhaustible fullness - excellency - liberality and unbounded - 
overflowing of Jesus's - free mercy and favour - in the breaking forth 
of plentifully fusions of grace - he has abundantly manifest to us, 
unbounded affection. Each of these words is a sermon on its own! All 
applies – how wonderful. 

 With all wisdom and understanding, giving us the spirit of wisdom 
and knowledge -- making us wise to salvation and to know to practise 
our duty with understanding prudence and discretion. 

 13/14 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the 
message of truth - the gospel of your salvation.  

 We are included in Christ which is a profound statement as we have 
been incorporated with the Creator of the Universe and all that we see 
around us. Where did all this matter and energy come from? Our 
scientists do not have the answer; we do -- from our Creator God. 
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Imagine being included as part of our Royal family? Ah! there is a 
catch?! I thought it too good to be true! We had this happen when we 
heard the message that Jesus gave of the truth. What is truth?! – It is 
not because we lie - but we have poor memories. What Christ says is 
from a perfect memory, and hence it is true or to use tautology - perfect 
- pure - without fault – true! And that true message? The Gospel of our 
Salvation. That we are sinners and need saving. Then we must do the 
deed by believing in that message and in Jesus and the Holy Trinity. 
 
 

 When you believed - you were marked in Him with a seal,  

 So our one act is to believe. Simple to say – but profound in its 
implications. Then we are marked with a seal – we are approved. We 
may now-a-days rarely use a wax seal on documents or other items. I 
last did this as an Election Official at a General Election when we 
needed an extra box for the votes and the one sent did not have any 
seals. So, we put string through the catches and sealed it with sealing 
wax. Documents and other items are sealed to authenticate them. That 
was understood then and still today. We have that seal of approval 
from none other than God. When we sign documents we are 
authenticating them. Being right up to date our sending an email reply 
is considered as being our having authenticated it. Yet we have neither 
sealed nor signed it. Practices change.  

 the promised Holy Spirit - who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession 

 Ok so we have been made this promise and we remain on earth going 
about our daily lives. Hey, Jesus has returned to heaven, so we want 
some guarantee that which was promised happens. If this were an 
earthly matter, we would want a written piece of paper with it all 
written down as proof. So, the Holy Spirit is provided, as the bible 
describes it, to comfort us. To know that the Holy Spirit is with us and 
guaranteeing our inheritance of being with the Father in heaven and 
this will happen until our redemption as God’s possession when Jesus 
returns for the second coming. The tour guide is with us. 

 —to the praise of His glory. 

Concludes to the praise of His glory. A thank you. What joyous news! 
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4th hymn  

It is our hope that you will go out with Joy and all times. There is always 
so much to thank our Lord for. This is a rousing and joyful song so let us 
sing it with immense joy in our voices.  

Mission Praise 796 – You shall go out with joy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivfUKd6AFXw 

 
Closing Prayer 
The Grace 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.”  


