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The day of the Lord 

 
 
Welcome to our service this morning.  We trust the Lord will bless us as 
we worship Him and read His word. 
 
Let us begin with a hymn 
Mission Praise No 560 
Praise, my soul the King of heaven   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyRIVbdsi4c 
 
Let us pray 
Dear Lord, 
We rejoice to know that Jesus is portrayed as the King of Heaven and so 
we seek to trust Him here on Earth.  We are going to be reminded that a 
day is coming when He will be revealed to this Earth in all His Glory and 
power.  For those who love Him and follow Him it will be a glorious day, 
but for others it will be a time of terror. 
Father we are glad that we can leave so much to you and our Saviour.  
This seems to be a time when people are concentrating so much on all 
sorts of problems but we want to commit all these things into your hands 
and so we ask you to help us to do so. 
Bless us as we spend time in your presence and encourage us from 
your word. 
So we commit our service to you and ask your blessing in Jesus’ name 
Amen 
 
Let us sing another hymn  
Hymn 746 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLb96KDkJys 
 
Let us have a time of prayer. 
 
We can 

Worship 
Remember our brothers and sisters 
Remember friends and family 



Pray for our sister churches 
Pray for our country; both physical and spiritual needs 
Pray for the persecuted church 

 
Hymn 446 
Lord, Thy word abideth    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcghwj7zZZg 
 
We will now read 2 Peter 3:1 – 18 
Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them 
as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking.  I want you to recall the 
words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our 
Lord and Savior through your apostles. 
 
     First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, 
scoffing and following their own evil desires.  They will say, "Where is this 
`coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has 
since the beginning of creation."  But they deliberately forget that long ago by 
God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by 
water.  By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and 
destroyed.  By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for 
fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
 
     But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
 
     But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear 
with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 
everything in it will be laid bare. 
 
     Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought 
you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day 
of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the 
heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his 
promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home 
of righteousness. 
 
     So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every 
effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.  Bear in mind 



that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also 
wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.  He writes the same way in all 
his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things 
that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as 
they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 
 
     Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so 
that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from 
your secure position.  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 
 
 
There are two kinds of people in this passage of scripture.  One group 
are those who mock and reject the promises of God.  The other group 
are those who are committed to Jesus and eagerly await his return.  We 
will consider why they feel like this. 
 
When a close friend or dear relative is coming to visit you, you feel 
excited and maybe overjoyed.  The Christians who first read this letter 
would be remembering what Jesus had done for them.  We will sing a 
hymn which tells us about that debt they owed to Jesus and the reason 
for the love they bore Him.  They longed to see Him again. 
 
Hymn 795 
You laid aside Your majesty    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HxXrV-0JqoI 
 
One of the things which have most impressed me in my Bible reading is 
the emphasis, particularly in the New Testament, on love.  We are urged 
to love Jesus then love each other and finally all the people round about 
us.  I’m glad that salvation is no more complicated than that.  It means 
all kinds of people, even small children, can come to know the Lord and 
be saved. 
 
The problem these Christians were facing was that clever people were 
telling them that Jesus was not coming back.  Peter calls them scoffers 
and false prophets 
 
It was 30 years or so since Jesus ascended into heaven.  People were 
saying, “When is He coming back?” 
Believers were getting discouraged and their enemies were mocking 
their belief.  Peter is ministering into this situation.  He reminds his 



readers that God created the World long ago and still controls things.  
He has an insight into what time means to God. 
 
We think of time as fixed.  That it is the same for me and for you 
whatever happens.  Over 100 years ago Einstein published his Theory 
of Relativity.  Many of his equations have been demonstrated to be more 
or less correct.  He said time is different for things travelling at different 
speeds.  We don’t notice it because the speeds must be immense to 
make a difference to us.  About 40 or so years ago some physicists 
came to the conclusion that time was part of this creation.  If you find this 
sort of thing easy to understand then you are cleverer than me.  Perhaps 
Peter had a glimpse of this sort of thing and realised that time for God 
was very different from time for us.  Peter is saying,” Don’t worry, God’s 
time is not the same as ours but he will keep His promises.” 
 
When the Lord returns those who love Him will be thrilled and overjoyed.  
They will enter the blessing of being with Him forever. 
What about the scoffers, false prophets and their followers.  They will be 
part of a creation that will be purged of evil.  This will be a terrible 
experience for them. 
 
Peter then urges his readers to stay close to the Lord and aim always to 
please Him.  Sometimes this is hard so I have chosen a final hymn to 
remind us of a way that will help enormously. 
 
Hymn 712 
Turn your eyes unto Jesus    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPZ65uV5exU 
 
Dear Lord help us to keep our eyes upon Jesus and to trust and follow 
him. 
 
Let us say the Grace together. 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us now and always.  
AMEN 


