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False teachers and their destruction 
 

 
Welcome to our e-service today as we have the privilege to praise the 
Lord through song, the study of His Word and in prayer. 
 
Psalm 47: 7 
“For God is the King of all the earth; sing to Him a psalm of praise.” 
 
Song: Jesus is King (MP 366) 
He reigns on high, enthroned in the heavens 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6WnLnaQUes 
 
Prayer:  
Heavenly Father we rejoice and give thanks that we can come to You as 
the King of kings and that You are the Sovereign Lord, so that in these 
times of uncertainty we can turn to You and put our trust in You. We 
pray that you will forgive us when we fail to let you reign in our lives and 
we seek to live independently of you. We ask that your Holy Spirit will be 
with us as we follow this service. We ask this In the Name of Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
Song: Brother, sister, let me serve you 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQaOErUUjm8 
 
Intercessory Prayer: 
 
As we journey through life we share many experiences with our brothers 
and sisters and we need to support each other in prayer. Let us 
remember those experiencing health issues, bereavement, financial 
concerns, anxiety and the breakdown in relationships. 
 
Let us pray for those places around the world suffering from natural 
disasters, from war and terrorism, from famine and persecution because 
of their faith. Let us remember the support agencies who bring relief and 
support to those who are suffering. 
 



Let us pray that the church will faithfully proclaim the message of 
salvation and that Christians will serve in the community and so glorify 
the Lord and bring others to faith in Christ. 
   
Each of us will have our own prayer requests and so we can bring those 
to the Lord. 
 
Song: Speak, O Lord 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubRlJj8xkds 
 
Prayer: 
Father we ask that you will illuminate the scriptures to us and speak your 
truth and warnings to us and that we will be obedient in responding to 
what we hear. We ask this in the Name of Jesus.  Amen 
 
Reading: 2 Peter 2:1-22   -   False Teachers and Their Destruction  

1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be 
false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, 
even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction 
on themselves. 2 Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way 
of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with 
stories they have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over 
them, and their destruction has not been sleeping. 

4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, 
putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment; 5 if he did not 
spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but 
protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6 if he 
condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and 
made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he 
rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless 
men 8 (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was 
tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)—9 if 
this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold 
the unrighteous for  the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment. 
10 This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the sinful 
nature and despise authority.  

Bold and arrogant, these men are not afraid to slander celestial beings; 11 yet 
even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not bring 



slanderous accusations against such beings in the presence of the Lord.  12 But 
these men blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are like brute 
beasts, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like 
beasts they too will perish.  

13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea 
of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, 
revelling in their pleasures while they feast with you. 14 With eyes full of 
adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in 
greed—an accursed brood! 15 They have left the straightway and wandered off 
to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness. 
16 But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey—a beast without 
speech—who spoke with a man’s voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. 

17 These men are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest 
darkness is reserved for them. 18 For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by 
appealing to the lustful desires of sinful human nature, they entice people who 
are just escaping from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, 
while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for a man is a slave to whatever 
has mastered him. 20 If they have escaped the corruption of the world by 
knowing our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and 
overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It 
would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 
than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command 
that was passed on to them. 22 Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns 
to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to her wallowing in the mud.”  

False prophets seek to deceive. 

This passage of scripture gives us a warning about false prophets and 
what will happen to them. It is given to us so that we will be careful what 
we believe as this will direct the path we take in life. Every Day with 
Jesus (July 2021) mentioned the following, “We live in a world we might 
describe as ‘drowning in words’. How can we discern what is true from 
what isn’t? …. It is essential we learn to choose carefully who and what 
we believe. We need to discern truth from error. The importance of 
accurate information and remaining Christ-centred cannot be 
overemphasised” 
 
Verse 1 warns us that there will be false teachers who introduce 
destructive heresies and sadly there will be those who follow such false 
teaching. “Timothy 4: 3 states, “For the time will come when men will not 



put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to 
hear.” 
 
We need to be aware that we are in a spiritual battle and Satan uses 
false prophets to lead people astray. This happened in the Old 
Testament too, an example is when Elijah contended with the prophets 
of Baal in 1 Kings 18. The children of Israel were being drawn away from 
the Lord by foreign gods like Baal who had 450 prophets. 
 
Sadly within the church there are those who preach destructive heresies 
as they interpret scripture to be culturally acceptable and conforming to 
the ways of the world. This is highlighted in verse 18, “For they mouth 
empty, boastful words and by appealing to the lustful desires of sinful human 
nature, they entice people who are just escaping from those living in error.” 
False teachers seek to deceive people often using what seem to be 
plausible words from scripture but it is presented in a way that distorts 
the truth as verse 3 states they, “exploit with stories they have made up.” 
Unfortunately they lead astray those who have limited knowledge of the 
scriptures. 
 
How to resist the deception of false prophets 
 
Having a good knowledge of the scriptures is essential in order to resist 
the impact from false teachers. The authority of God’s Word is indicated 
in 2 Timothy 3: 16, “All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” It is essential that we 
spend time studying the Bible so that we do not fall prey to the deceptive 
teaching of false teachers. Psalm 119 is a great encouragement in 
emphasising the significance of the Word of God in directing us on our 
walk with the Lord, verses 129 – 135 “Your statutes are wonderful; 
therefore I obey them. The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives 
understanding to the simple. I open my mouth and pant, longing for your 
commands. ……..Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no sin rule 
over me. Redeem me from the oppression of men, that I may obey your 
precepts. Make your face shine upon your servant and teach me your 
decrees.”  
 
I am conscious of the responsibility there is upon those who preach that 
we should always seek to build up those who listen so they have a 
greater love and knowledge of the Lord and that the Word is presented 
in such a way that they will be able discern those who are false 



teachers. My hope is that this message will encourage you to spend 
some time each day reading the Bible so that you will build a stronger 
relationship with the Lord and therefore not be deceived by poor 
teaching.  
 
 
 False prophets deny the truth 
 
Another aspect relating to the danger presented by false prophets is that 
they deny the truth, including denying the Sovereignty of the Lord, as 
indicated in verse 1b, “They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even 
denying the sovereign Lord.” They fail to proclaim the whole message of 
the Bible and often deny that it is God inspired.  They will not emphasise 
the sinful nature of man with the consequences of eternal judgement, 
neglect to share the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the cross and 
that salvation is by faith alone, they will say there are many roads to 
God. By not sharing the full gospel message they preach a message 
that people are happy to hear because it does not challenge their sinful, 
self-centred and hedonistic lifestyle and consequently the listeners reap 
the wages of sin that is eternal death. Verse 2 states, “they will bring the 
way of truth into disrepute.” The sad consequence of this is also indicated 
in verse 2 when it states that many will follow the shameful ways of 
these false teachers. 
 
Verse 3 gives us another warning, “In their greed these teachers will exploit 
you.” The study Bible says of this verse, ‘They will be motivated by a 
desire for money and will commercialise the Christian faith to their own 
advantage.’ We need to be wary of some of these mega churches that 
spring up across the world for they have a form of godliness with many 
of their leaders living the high life. Sadly we do hear in the media about 
some of these shameful leaders and the kind of lifestyles that they have 
adopted, like those outlined in verses 12 – 15. In 1993 there was the 
false prophet David Koresh who formed the Branch Davidian movement 
that eventually led to the tragedy at Waco he is prime example of 
someone who used the Bible to lead people astray by his deceitful 
teaching. We need to be on our guard against those who do not preach 
the truth. 
 
False teachers will be destroyed 
 
This passage from Peter makes it clear that false teachers will suffer for 
their deceitful teaching and their denial of the truth. Verse 1 says, “They 



will bring swift destruction upon themselves.” Verse 3 states, “Their 
destruction has not been sleeping.” And verse 13 indicates, “They will be 
paid back with harm for the harm they have done.” These verses make it 
clear that false teachers will not get away with the heresies they present 
but also it shows that they cause a great deal of harm by their actions. 
 
Summary 
 
We need to take heed to what this passage of scripture is saying as 
Satan is having a field day at present in seeking to undermine sound 
Biblical teaching. Those who present the whole Truth from scripture run 
counter to what is culturally accepted in our society and are seen to be 
intolerant and bigoted and as such suffer being ridiculed in the media. 
We need to do what it says in Ephesians 6: 10, 11 and 14, “Finally, be 
strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on the full armour of God so 
that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes….Stand firm then, 
with the belt of truth buckled round your waist.” With the truth we can 
counter the false prophets with the enabling of Jesus and the power of 
the Holy Spirit 
 
Prayer: 
Father we thank You that Your Word gives us warnings to protect us 
from false teaching that would lead us astray and place us on a path of 
ruin.  We praise You that we can be armed with the Word of truth and 
Jesus watches over us to protect us. Amen 
 
Song: O Lord, the clouds are gathering    (MP 509) 
O Lord, Your stand appalled to see Your laws of love so scorned 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xfv9OI59_7o 
 
Blessing:   
 
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; 
hold fast that which is good; render to no man evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honour all men; 
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever. 
Amen 


