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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

e-Service 

Sunday 19th September 2021 

Living for God 

Welcome 

Let us rejoice that Our Lord leads and guides consistently because He 
knows the future.    

Opening Prayer 

O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to You 
at this time of worship with You and others. That you will strengthen our 
belief in You as we listen to the YouTube videos, read Your Word, speak 
with you in our prayers and as we consider what Your Word has to say to 
us to encourage and enrich our lives. 

Our 1st hymns. 

We need to hear the voice of Jesus speaking to us by saying how we 
should lead our lives as He guide us in all our actions; including those 
spoken and written. 

Mission Praise 275 - I heard the voice of Jesus say 

https://youtu.be/yYqgBMrmeZA 

Reading for today 

2 Peter 1: 12 - 21 

Prophecy of Scripture 

12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them 
and are firmly established in the truth you now have. 13 I think it is right 
to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, 14 because 
I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made 
clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort to see that after my departure 
you will always be able to remember these things. 
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16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses 
of His majesty. 17 He received honour and glory from God the Father when 
the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, 
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice 
that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 

19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, 
and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about 
by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had 
its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God 
as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

2nd hymn  

This week I met with four of my cousins at the revamped family garden 
of remembrance where six of our relations are interred. We have that 
shared love shown to us by those who are remembered here, and our love 
between ourselves. If we can do this, then the more so is our heavenly 
Father’s love for us.  

Mission Praise 988 – How deep the Father’s love for us 

https://youtu.be/sjDh4yuil9w 

Intercessory and Praise Prayers 

 When I previously led the Service I was awaiting a cataract 
operation that went according to plan and as far as I can tell all has 
been successful. Thank you, NHS, and our functional country.  

 Continue to pray for those within our fellowship and known to us 
who need your healing touch and reassurance regarding their 
health and for calm reassurance for those waiting tests and or 
results. For Graham as his treatment continues that it will be 
successful. 

 Whatever view we may hold on climate change, we do pray for your 
mercy that will guide us and for the UN Conference in Glasgow. For 
example we read of the drought in the Canadian prairie lands (that 
is the breadbasket for our wheat) and for rain.  

 For good stewardship of planet earth. 
 Should the wheat be used for food or the new E10 motor fuel? 
 For the churches in Alton that they will have an impact in the 

community as they share the good news of the gospel. 
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 Us here at ABC. 
 For the persecuted church by way of the Barnabas Fund prayer. 

3rd hymn 

If we are to know of our Lord’s guidance and love, we must have and allow 
Him into our lives or as the bible says into our ‘hearts’; not on the outside.   

Mission Praise 748 – Since Jesus came into my heart 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHNeBDHPUSg 

Let us look at His word.  

Living for God 

Peter here writes in a style that is in my opinion suitable for the modern 
use of so called ‘bullet points’ per verse and which I have used.  

Prophecy of Scripture 

 TEACHING GRANNIES TO SUCK EGGS 
12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know 
them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.  
We do need to be reminded of God’s promises as the devil is 
incredibly good at putting doubts in our minds and leading us along 
his pathway. So never apologise for ‘Teaching grannies to suck eggs’; 
it is an important part of our Christian teaching. 

 OR NO NOT AGAIN 
13 I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the 
tent of this body, 14 because I know that I will soon put it aside, as 
our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.  
Until recently, well up to about the 1990’s, a professional person 
would sit their entrance exams and after passing – then that was 
that; often no further training. From about that time a scheme called 
‘CPD’ – ‘Continuous Professional Development’ was introduced, so 
training continued throughout their career. So, it has been for 
Christians that we need such as we study His Word, so we will be 
reminded and gain new insights as we read and study more of His 
Word. 

 WRITE IT ON YOUR HEART 
15 And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will 
always be able to remember these things. 
Do we make the effort to remember these things that we are taught? 
Hopefully, it is ‘not in one ear and out the other’. The church and as 
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Christians we have the duty to help and teach each other and to make 
sure we do have these things written on our hearts. Of course Peter’s 
use is metaphorical but no doubt it could be literally done using a 
laser. In the Bible the heart is considered the seat of life or strength. 
Hence, it means mind, soul, spirit, or one's entire emotional nature 
and understanding. Some would argue that it is ‘the’ organ of the 
body for if it is not pumping the life-giving blood around the body; 
then we are dead. Our spiritual heart needs to be alive.  

 EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you 
about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty.  
In a court of law, the best testimony as to events is the “eyewitness” 
as they are called. Those who saw with their eyes, heard with their 
ears, and felt with their other senses what happened. Even though 
on most occasions their testimony can often contain inaccuracies; it 
is still the best we can obtain. Our memories are not perfect! Second 
best witness testimony is “hearsay” - where the witness is saying 
what others have told them. So, when we are talking about Our Lord 
the best testimony and witness is ourselves and our own 
experiences. 

 MAJESTIC AFFIRMATION 
17 He received honour and glory from God the Father when the voice 
came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom 
I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

Here Peter then switches to who is His Majesty? Peter reminds us of 
What God said about His Son on the mountain at His (Jesus) 
Transfiguration. [Jesus took Peter, James and John up a high 
mountain. Jesus was transfigured – his face shone like the sun and 
his clothes became dazzling white. So God was affirming in front of 
witnesses who Jesus was.] So, God affirms Jesus Christ as His son 
whom God loves and in Him (Jesus) God is well pleased. Quite 
ordinary words and such that fathers and mothers would say of their 
son or daughter. 
 

 EYEWITNESS REAFFIRMATION OF VOICE AND LOCATION 
18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we 
were with him on the sacred mountain. 
Peter confirms his presence as an eyewitness of such words. 

 PERFECT MESSAGE 
19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely 
reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a 
light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star rises in your hearts. 
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We do need to be reminded of God’s promises as I have already said 
the devil is particularly good at putting doubts in our minds and 
leading us along his pathway. So never apologise for ‘Teaching 
grannies to suck eggs’ it is an important part of our Christian 
teaching. Here we have repeated this most important piece of advice 
and it is not about God; but about the devil’s cunning ways to lead us 
astray into darkness. Psalm 119:105 Thy Word Is a Lamp Unto My Feet 
and Light Unto My Path. 
GOD’S WILL  
20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture 
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 
Peter here is encouraging us that when we read a biblical prophecy 
it is not the thoughts of the prophet but that of God. By implication 
we must seek God’s interpretation of things before making any 
pronouncement.   

 GOD THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT TO US 
21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, 
though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit.  

 No prophecies must ever start in humans. The prophecies start with 
God, and we are, as humans, God’s mouthpiece for speaking that 
prophecy. As my heading says I see this as GOD THROUGH THE HOLY 
SPIRIT TO US. We often talk about but God and Jesus - but do not 
spend much time on understanding that the Holy Spirit is always 
present in guiding us and through whom God speaks to us. 

4th Hymn 

God designs us to have our own and individual minds and thoughts and 
opinions. Yet, although we have this God given ability, in using this, we 
must also allow Him to have His way in our lives. So, He does control our 
lives and actions; how else are we to manifest His will? 

Mission Praise 212 - Have thine own way 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D29AE8YVSFU 

COMMUNION 

A time of Communion 

5th Hymn for Communion 

Our usual hymn for Communion that Jesus is the bread of life that 
sustains us spiritually continually.  
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Mission Praise 261 --- - I am the bread of life 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CRMbh8ViUI 
 

COMMUNION 

Optional Communion (for those unable to meet in church) 

If you wish to include communion as part of your worship, find yourself some bread 
and wine (or juice) and click on this link 
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=na33U_QaEGQ at the appropriate time. 
 
Closing Prayer 
The Grace 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.”  


