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Making your salvation sure 
  
   
Opening Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that whether we are in the church 
building together or thinking about You alone, You are with us and hear 
our prayers. Help us to know You as You know us, and to love You as 
you Love us. We pray that this time spent in Your presence may be 
pleasing to You and a blessing for us. 
Amen 
 
Reading: Matthew 4:18-20 Jesus Calls His First Disciples 
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for 
they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you 
fishers of men.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 
 
Reading: 2 Peter 1-2 Peter’s Second Letter 
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To those who through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: 
2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord. 
 
In the readings above we are introduced to Peter, a fisherman, who 
Jesus calls to be a fisher of men. 
The books of the New Testament tell of his transformation from a 
fisherman to a fisher of men, to a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ. 
We also learn something of his impetuous character. 
 
Peter’s second letter is addressed to those who have received a faith 
like his, with some knowledge of God and Jesus. Let’s spend some time 
praising God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit in song and prayer. 
 
Song: Be still, for the presence of the Lord – 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZugvUQ4m90U 

Song: We are here to praise You – 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=hs3I7Xi8Tds 



Prayers - In your own words just praise and thank Jesus. Praise Him, 
for who He is, for what He is, for what He has done. Confess your need 
of forgiveness. Acknowledge the price Jesus paid; so that justice might 
be served, yet our sins forgiven. He died that we might live.  
 
Song: How wonderful, how glorious –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vcRak7BdMg 
 
Prayers of Praise, Thanks and Intercession 
Pray as you feel led.  
 
Make your salvation sure 
 
Readings: 2 Peter 1:1-11 Making One’s Calling and Election Sure 
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 
 
To those who through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: 
 

2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord 
 

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our 
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through 
these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through 
them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
in the world caused by evil desires. 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 
goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual 
affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in 
increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does 
not have them is near-sighted and blind, forgetting that they have been 
cleansed from their past sins. 
10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your 
calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and 
you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
saviour Jesus Christ. 
 



For some reason, what struck me about this passage is the word 
‘knowledge’. The word of God is multi-dimensional, in fact supernatural. 
God can use these words to speak to each one of us in different ways at 
different times. There are so many testimonies of how the bible has 
‘spoken’ to people. 
 
So pursuing the word ‘knowledge’. Does this mean we need great 
knowledge to understand the bible and receive the ‘Grace and peace in 
abundance’ as described in verse 2? 
 
How much knowledge of Him do we need in order to lead a ‘godly life’? 
 
Peter tells us to make every effort to add knowledge to our faith, 
amongst other qualities. If we have these in increasing measure we will 
be kept from being ineffective and unproductive in our knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
He tells us to make every effort to confirm our calling and election 
(salvation). If we do these things we are promised a rich welcome into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
Do we all need to take a three year theology degree course, in order to 
have sufficient knowledge, to make our salvation sure? 
 
I certainly hope not!   
 
Although Peter spent three years with Jesus as a disciple, learning all 
the time I’m sure, we don’t have to be an intellectual or academic to be 
saved. In fact, as far as we know, the thief on the cross, whom Jesus 
invited to join Him in paradise, was neither of these. 
 
Thinking about this question of knowledge, my mind turns to sheep. 
Jesus is described as the good shepherd. His sheep know His voice. 
 
Reading: John 10:1-6 The Good Shepherd and His Sheep 
10 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, 
but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters 
by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of 
them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will 
never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do 



not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but they 
did not understand what he was telling them. 
 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8 All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep 
have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 
saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full. 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 
 
As long as we have the brainpower of a sheep, there is hope for us. In 
fact Jesus can save those with very severely damaged brains. 
 
What we are encouraged to do is to learn to recognise His voice. This is 
the knowledge we need. We need to get to know Jesus. This is what we 
do each Sunday in church. We listen to his words – from the bible, we 
sing songs about Him, that often quote His words, we listen to others 
speak about Him. We listen to each other pray and we encourage one 
another. 
 
As we come to know about Him, we go a step further and come to know 
Him. We begin to believe Him and His word. We believe His promises. 
Both those He delivers directly and those written by others under the 
direction of His Holy Spirit. 
 
So, we can believe the promise in verse 11 of our reading. That  
“you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
saviour Jesus Christ.” 
 
Most of us have a bit more brainpower than a sheep, so we should be 
encouraged to apply ourselves to increasing our knowledge about God 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. If you are able to read this, then there 
is no shortage of material to help you. 
 
Reading: John 21:25 
25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that 
would be written. 
 
 



Song: All I once held dear (Knowing You)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxpPIa-BskY 
 
Grace   
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us now and always.  
AMEN 
 
If anyone has any questions about how to learn more about Jesus, 
please ask or send an email to contact@altonbaptist.org  


