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Suffering for being a Christian 

 
Welcome to our service this morning and welcome to all who follow us 
on the internet. 
We will continue with our studies in 1 Peter.  Today’s reading has 
special significance in relation to persecution.  First of all we will have a 
hymn of praise.  It is always good to remember the greatness and 
goodness of our God. 
 
Hymn 77 in Mission Praise - Christ triumphant    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5Xz9V-6JPA 
 
Let us pray 
Dear Lord and Father, we rejoice in the love of an all-powerful God.  
There are many mysteries and problems in this life but you can help us 
to accept them and help each other with them. But Father we wish to 
concentrate on you and the greatness of our Lord Jesus. 
Thank you for all the provisions there are for us.  We have benefits 
provided by the state, Health Service, protection and other services.  
Thank you too for friends and neighbours. 
We thank you for the hope set before us in Christ and rejoice in Him. 
 
Hymn 790 - You are the King of glory     
https://youtu.be/MiXfvEA_Ysg 
 
We will now have any notices, give thanks for the offering and follow 
with intercessory prayers. 
We can pray for each other and our friends; 
for our brothers and sisters at Sherfield and Camberley. 
Pray for the persecuted Church and Pray for those in Afghanistan. 
Pray for our government and our nation. 
There will be other things that spring to mind and we can pray about 
them. 
 
Hymn 870 - Jesus is the name we honour   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POmIxtEr9Rk 
 
 



1 Peter 4:12 – 19 
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as 
though something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice that you 
participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 
glory is revealed.   If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  If you suffer, it should 
not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a 
meddler.  However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise 
God that you bear that name.  For it is time for judgment to begin with the 
family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who 
do not obey the gospel of God?   And, 
 
  "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
    what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" 
 
     So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves 
to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 
  
Hymn 269 - I do not know what lies ahead    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgA4UlkB1N8 
 
None of us know with certainty what lies ahead.  We make plans, but the 
Lord himself warned us that our real hope is in our God and Saviour. 
 
It seems to me that this passage is of special importance to our brothers 
and sisters in many parts of the World.  It should matter to us as well 
because we see their suffering and can become confused. 
The Church was entering into a period of transition.  There had always 
been severe opposition to the gospel from some quarters, particularly 
powerful Jews, but Roman law had offered some protection.  The 
opposition was intensifying and Roman law was about to change. 
It may well be that when James, the Lord’s brother was executed by the 
High Priest in Jerusalem that the Romans started to ask themselves 
whether the Church was a protected sect of Judaism or an unrecognised 
religion. Within the next year or two Nero would begin a violent 
persecution of Christians.  I think the Holy Spirit moved Peter to write 
this passage to prepare the Church for the coming events. 
If we apply this to the world today we see that it is relevant to different 
places in different ways. 
In some places Christians are protected by law but still severely 
persecuted by local people and officials.  We see this in parts of Nigeria 
and Pakistan and some other places. 



In other places it is illegal to be a Christian.  We see this in North Korea. 
We wait to see how things will work out in Afghanistan but the signs look 
very threatening. 
 
Peter writes to give advice in how to live and how to cope with 
persecution. 
Elsewhere in this letter he tells Christians to be good neighbours and 
good citizens and have a reputation for good works.  Here, he reminds 
them that to suffer as a Christian brings glory to God and you will be 
blessed by Him.  To suffer as a criminal brings nothing but shame. 
I do not think that I can add anything to what Peter has written.  There is 
one passage that moves me.  It concerns the martyrdom of Stephen. 
 
Acts 7:54 – 60 
When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But 
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  "Look," he said, "I see heaven 
open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." 
 
    At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all 
rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. 
Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. 
 
     While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit."  Then he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them." When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 
Great rulers were always seated when people came into their presence.  
They would rise only to greet someone of outstanding importance.  
Stephen at this critical moment sees Jesus standing to receive him.  
This is one of a number of instances which shows us how much the Lord 
values those who have died for Him.  There is another passage in the 
book of Revelation which I want to quote.  The book focuses on the final 
triumph of Christ whatever happens in the World. 
 
Rev 6:9 – 11 
   When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who 
had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had 
maintained.  They called out in a loud voice, "How long, Sovereign Lord, holy 
and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?"  
Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little 



longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be 
killed as they had been was completed. 
 
We see that whatever the World may think they are precious to God and 
will be avenged and rewarded by Him. 
 
There is something else we can learn from Roman history.  There is a 
letter written to an emperor in the early 2nd century.  Pliny the younger 
wrote to the emperor Trajan about Christians.  He noted that they were 
people of good behaviour but their religion was illegal.   The emperor 
wrote back, “Don’t go looking for them but if they come to your attention 
you will have to do something.”  It seems that many governors and 
emperors were content to do very little to persecute Christians because 
they were good people.  There were Roman officials and emperors who 
were bitterly opposed to Christians and persecuted them without mercy.  
 
God wants His people to have good reputations because that brings 
glory to Him.  Those who suffer for their faith are precious to Him and 
also bring glory to His name.  Those who suffer for their faith seem to 
have an even closer relationship with Christ because of it. 
 
Let us seek to be those people can love and respect because we are 
good people and we want them to respect our faith and be drawn to the 
Saviour.  We need inspiration to achieve this and we can find it in Christ. 
 
Hymn 51 
Be Thou my vision    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CMclLT_Hjg 
 
Let us close with the Grace 
 


