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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

e-Service 

Sunday 15 August 2021 

Living for God 

 

Welcome 

Let us rejoice that Our Lord leads and guides consistently because He 
knows the future.    

Opening Prayer 

O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to You 
at this time of worship with You and others. That you will strengthen our 
belief in You as we listen to the YouTube videos, read Your Word, speak 
with you in our prayers and as we consider what Your Word has to say to 
us to encourage and enrich our lives. 

Our 1st hymn. 

If we are going to live for someone or work for them or be under their 
guidance, we must first learn to listen to what they say. A novice must 
listen, learn, and act. 

Mission Praise 275 - I heard the voice of Jesus say 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUVCpF8-VuE 

Reading for today 

1 Peter 1: 4: 1 – 11 New International Version 
Living for God 

4 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with 
the same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 
2 As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human 
desires, but rather for the will of God. 3 For you have spent enough time 
in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are 
surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they 
heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give account to him who is 
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ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel 
was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be 
judged according to human standards in regard to the body, but live 
according to God in regard to the spirit. 7 The end of all things is near. 
Therefore, be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. 8 Above all, 
love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 
Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should 
use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 
of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so 
as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should 
do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

2nd hymn  

Following on from the first hymn we must hope and pray that our master 
leads us. Those in charge must lead - otherwise no one moves. 

Mission Praise 400 - Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olnxnGEO-F4 

Intercessory and Praise Prayers 

 I have my cataract operation next Sunday morning at 7.30 a.m.!! I 
am sure Jesus would approve?! Healing the woman on the Sabbath. 

 For those within our fellowship and known to us who need your 
healing touch and reassurance regarding their health and for calm 
reassurance for those waiting tests and or results. 

 For our good stewardship of your planet earth. 
 For the churches in Alton that they will have an impact in the 

community as they share the good news of the gospel. 
 Us here at ABC. 
 For the persecuted church by way of the Barnabas Fund prayer. 

3rd hymn 

We are Jesus’ earthly representatives on earth and therefore we must 
stand up for Him. Our employers expected us to stand up for them.  

Mission Praise 617 - Stand up, stand up for Jesus  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhE9VhSxvh4 
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Let us look at His word.  

Living for God 

As we have already said that this letter of Peter’s is so professionally 
written that there is not much that needs to be elaborated but to 
emphasis what he says. This part of his letter is about “Living for God” - 
that is doing what He would want, as if He was beside us. Peter was 
writing to people who were not of the Jewish faith and calls them pagans; 
not a term we would surely use today.  

Since Christ suffered in His body, we should arm ourselves also with the 
same attitude because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. That 
is the battle we fight all the time. What is a “sin” can often be elusive and 
the list Peter writes - debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing, 
and detestable idolatry may not be the ones to which we can today relate. 
There are I would suggest some 2021 ones that were not around two 
thousand years ago that are appropriate for us today. More on that later.  
 
We do not live the rest of our earthly lives for evil human desires but for 
the will of God. Emphasising the need to keep our eye on the route ahead. 
For example, whether we are driving a car, cycling, or walking so that we 
do not wander off; otherwise, we might end up in the ditch.  
 
Our passage through life must also be one that we take with God’s / 
Christ’s help. Of course, by following Christ’s way we often find ourselves 
having abuse heaped upon us. But we will all have to give an account of 
ourselves at the end of time to our Maker, who Peter says is ready to 
judge the living and the dead. Let me make it quite clear this is not 
preaching to the dead - only the living; once one is dead that is it - your 
fate is sealed. Peter goes on to say that the end of all things is near, 
therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. He wrote some 
two thousand years ago, and the end has not arrived. The end might be 
near, but we have no idea so we must just go on living as if it is near, but 
do not concern oneself about the day or the hour.  
 
Love each other deeply because love covers over a multitude of sins and 
offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you should 
use whatever gift you have received to serve others as faithful stewards 
of God's grace in its various forms. I did once have somebody walk out 
when I was talking about this; and did resolve the matter with them. I'll 
repeat the point that I made then and make no apology, in my view if God 
has given you a gift, then you should use that gift in His Service and not 
sit on your hands. Surely that is squandering a precious gift. How often 
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has a church required a particular gift, but someone who is so gifted has 
sat on their hands? The gifts God has given us are for His Service.  
 
Now what about those modern matters that challenge us today? Can I 
suggest just three? Remember our neighbours know we are Christians 
and will judge our actions; do we set the high standard expected of us? 
 
# Challenge of immediacy (Individual) – By being vaccinated? against 
Covid19 to help the healing of the record 5.45 million (1:12) in England on 
waiting lists by freeing up most of the beds and staff occupied by the 
unvaccinated who make up 50% of Covid19 hospital admissions. No corona 
virus herd immunity.  
 
# Challenge of the here and now (UK) - immigration that features 
prominently in the media and what should our view be in the light of 
Peter’s statement to “offer hospitality to one another without 
grumbling”? We are short of 100,000 HGV drivers so should we not ask 
them to become such? These people are usually the intelligent that will 
be of use here; but of course, denude their country of the much-needed 
leadership so hastening their dysfunctionality. One consequence will be 
new houses and what happened when a scheme was recently proposed 
here in Alton? So many protested but should we support such? There 
appears always to be a housing crisis.  
 
# Challenge now and forever (All 7.9B) - global warming and what we 
should do about it? Of course, you may say this is a matter for 
governments to sort out and MPs fear the UK may take expensive 
(increased taxes) action to cut emissions when other nations sit back. 
Watch this space. UK’s contribution to greenhouse gases is about 1% so 
each’s contribution is 0.000000015% and will be dwarfed by for example 
of China’s recent increase in coal fuelled power plants. It is easy to give 
sound bites, but the transition will not be easy. As an electrical power 
engineer I am wondering how we are to achieve a constant supply using 
highly variable unreliable renewable sources? Quite often other matters 
are added that have no bearing on this but are about good stewardship of 
God’s resources. Are we good stewards of such? What action can we each 
take? Or are we heading back to a 16th Century lifestyle? What will our 
reaction be to government proposals? Are we prepared to spend monies 
not only on our new infrastructure but on others in the world? Is it all 
going to be a new and different world? 
 
Finally, I have not forgotten v11 about “speaking the very words of God.” 
Any service should be in His strength. I am always appalled when 
Christians oppose some local proposal saying it can go elsewhere; 
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invariably that is what is said. But will, not everyone say the same thing? 
and so no action happens. A few years ago, a gas fired power plant was 
proposed at Holybourne and one local Christian said quite openly – “We 
do not want the fumes here, it can go up north with the other power 
plants”!! Really, is that what Christ would have said? A Christian writing 
to the Alton Herald objecting to the proposed housing finished by asking 
readers to consider not voting for any Councillors who voted for the 
scheme. Again, is that latter matter something about which we should 
write? Our Councillors deserve better and our support. We have at least 
two Councillors reading this Service. 
 
Surely, we must be careful what we say and write and do? 

4th Hymn 

This fourth hymn recites the creed of our believe in the Triune Godhead. 
If we do not believe this, then all is lost. 

Mission Praise --- - I believe in God our Father  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-aSmurqrzA 

COMMUNION 

A time of Communion 

5th Hymn for Communion 

Two of Graham Kendrick’s hymns spliced together as we celebrate Holy 
Communion of  “Jesus standing amongst us and here is the bread” - and 
wine of course. 

Mission Praise --- - Jesus stand among us & Here is bread. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SzM5lTyIjc 

COMMUNION 

Optional Communion (for those unable to meet in church) 

If you wish to include communion as part of your worship, find yourself some bread 
and wine (or juice) and click on this link 
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=na33U_QaEGQ at the appropriate time. 

 

Closing Prayer 
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The Grace 

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.”  


