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ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

e-Service 

Sunday 20 June 2021 

God is to be trusted. 

Welcome 

Let us rejoice that Our Lord leads and guides consistently because He 
knows the future. We shall have to continue with our so called ‘Lockdown 
and Social Distancing’ and the requisite precautions for a little while 
longer!!! Jo & I were this week watching an episode on ‘BritBox’ of ‘All 
creatures great and small’. In it a farmer with nasal problems wears a face 
mask, and as he is about to enter a fish and chip shop is arrested by the 
local policeman as a potential robber! Not anymore -- that is just the norm 
now when going to the shops. How times have changed? Will we ever go 
back to whatever was normal in February 2020?  

Opening Prayer 

O Lord we ask that you give us open minds and hearts as we come to You 
at this time of worship with You and others. That you will strengthen our 
belief in You as we listen to the YouTube videos, read Your Word, speak 
with you in our prayers and as we consider what Your Word has to say to 
us to encourage and enrich our lives. 

Our 1st hymns. 

Our first hymn is about ‘seeking you first’ as we gather in worship. 

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFxZeY2D5tc 

 

Reading for today 

TRUSTING in Our GOD.  

Genesis 22 
New International Version 
Abraham Tested – Abraham Trusts 
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22 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—
and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on 
a mountain I will show you.” 

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took 
with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough 
wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 
about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the 
distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I 
and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back 
to you.” 

6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 
Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them 
went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, 
“Father?” 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?” 

8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 

9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an 
altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid 
him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and 
took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to 
him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
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12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. 
Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me 
your son, your only son.” 

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its 
horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will 
Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be 
provided.” 

15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second 
time 16 and said, “I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you 
have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will 
surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars 
in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take 
possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your 
offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed 
me.” 

19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for 
Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba. 

 

2nd hymn  

In our second hymn we are singing about how vast as the ocean is our 
God’s love for us.  

Here is love, vast as the ocean.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8YOPj5TnUM 

 

Intercessory and Praise Prayers 

 Guidance on the ending of restrictions. That perhaps we will just 
have to face ‘head on’ the Covid19 and the variants as a virus 
‘tsunami’; as we have done in the past. We have with your help and 
guidance produced our best shot at making effective vaccines.  
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 There are many who are anxious, whether domestically or in 
business, that you will calm those fears and guide them and us. 

 We ask that peace will come for those areas in the world where 
there is war or civil unrest: Syria, Myanmar, Ethiopia, and Yemen. 

 For those within our fellowship and known to us who need your 
healing touch and reassurance regarding their health and for calm 
reassurance for those waiting tests. 

 For the churches in Alton that they will have an impact in the 
community as they share the good news of the gospel. 

 Us here at ABC. 
 For the persecuted church by way of the Barnabas Fund prayer. 

3rd hymn 

What other hymn should we sing? than 

Trust and obey. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KB4KcleYiWM 

 

Let us look at His word.  

God is to be …. TRUSTED! ? 

. 

A statement that we need to accept as surely a tenet of our faith; for 
without TRUST all is lost.  

We all go through life trusting; otherwise, we would not do anything. Not 
even leave our homes or indeed even live in them! We trust the house has 
been built correctly, yet occasionally we read stories where that is not 
true. We travel on roads as motorists, pedestrians, cyclists or whatever, 
and we trust our fellow users will not hit us. A car crashed a couple of 
years ago near where I was standing refuelling my car. The other car 
veered away from me, but could equally have come straight at me. We 
trust in that benevolent hand of the angels unawares. 

Some would caution that strangers are dangerous, yet when one is in 
trouble or injured, it is most likely that a stranger will come to our rescue, 
and you will need to trust them. I have helped guide a couple of motorists, 
one to a M40 junction that is not signposted, as the locals wanted their 
own junction but not to be used by others!!! I guided another motorist to 
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our local Barclays bank (now closing in two months) when an accident 
closed a local main road. He had to trust me as we took to the country 
lanes and back roads to Alton. Then after parking, use a public right of 
way through a café! to the bank nearby. 

In our reading God asked Abraham to sacrifice his son, which he was 
prepared to do; and to trust God implicitly that the outcome would be for 
the best. God provided a ram and blessed him and his descendants. It was 
God that was going to sacrifice His only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
we shall be remembering shortly in what we call our “Communion 
Service”. 

Have we trusted God? And what was the result?  

Have we distrusted God? and what was the result? 

Forward in time to Christ’s ministry when he often asked people and His 
disciples to trust in Him.  

There is the miracle where a house roof is destroyed to lower a lame 
man to Jesus so that he can be healed. We read in Mark 2 5 When Jesus 
saw their faith, he said to the paralysed man, “Son, your sins are 
forgiven.” 

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to 
themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were 
thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these 
things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralysed man, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So, he 
said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He 
got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed 
everyone …” 

We do not read Jesus says – “you are healed” -, but of Jesus telling him to 
get up and go. The lame man TRUSTS Jesus that he can get up and go; and 
does just that.  

Do we do just that when Jesus commands us to do such and such? 

Jesus surely mocks the teachers when He says  “Which is easier: to say to 
this paralysed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your 
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mat and walk’?  Jesus’ point is that neither forgiving sins nor healing was 
easier; both were the same. Also, both were equally impossible for men to 
do BUT equally easy for God to do. 

We need to TRUST God for our wellbeing. Of course, that includes using 
our health service that God has provided, along with tests, treatments, 
medicines, and vaccines; the latter have saved the greatest number of 
lives. 

Jesus evens brings people back to life by resurrecting the daughter of a 
synagogue official called Jairus. (Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5: 21-42 ; Luke 8: 
41–56 – this story is interspersed with another) That such an official 
would put his reputation on the line to ask Jesus for help shows how he 
trusted Him. So, Jesus’s healing power is open to ALL, providing they have 
faith and TRUST Him to do the right thing. I was pleased that those two 
motorists put their trust in me not to have led them on a ‘wild goose 
chase’.  

We ask that You will strengthen our faith and TRUST in our believe in You 
Jesus that You died on The Cross as the last and greatest sacrifice, and 
after three days by having power over death, You were resurrected for 
the forgiveness of OUR sins and for eternal life.    

4th Hymn 

Trust in the Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbMXOOp3znE 

COMMUNION 

A time of Communion 

5th Hymn for Communion 

As we prepare for our remembrance of Jesus’ Last Supper. Two of Graham 
Kendrick’s songs merged. 

Jesus stand among us & Here is bread. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SzM5lTyIjc 

 

COMMUNION 
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Optional Communion (for those unable to meet in church) 

If you wish to include communion as part of your worship, find yourself some bread 
and wine (or juice) and click on this link 
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=na33U_QaEGQ at the appropriate time. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 The Grace 

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.”  


