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The Lord leads Joseph – The early years 
 
Welcome; whether you are at the church or at home. May you be 
blessed as we bring our praise and worship to a faithful, compassionate 
and loving God who brings light into our lives as He shines in the 
darkness. This is a lovely time of year with the long days of summer that 
lift our spirits and it is a reminder that Jesus is the light of the world. 
 
John 1: 4 – 9 
“In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who 
was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through Him all men might believe. He himself 
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that 
gives light to everyone was coming into the world.” 
 
Song: Christ be the Light 
Christ shine in the darkness and shine in our hearts 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8FUPItZ5Xs 
 
Prayer: 
Loving heavenly Father we thank You that you sent Your Son to be the 
Light of the world and that Light enables us to have a relationship with 
You because through Jesus we have the forgiveness of our sin. We 
confess that we fall short in many ways in our lives as we seek our will 
rather than Yours and we ask for Your forgiveness so that we can 
worship You in spirit and truth.  
 
We marvel at the wonders of creation as we see new life spring forth in 
the fields and woodlands, we hear the birds and we enjoy the brightness 
of the summer sun. May we be a people who praise You and rejoice in 
the blessings You so generously provide and in so doing encourage 
others to enter into a relationship with Him.  We ask that the Holy Spirit 
will be with us as we listen to songs and study Your Word so that we will 
grow in our love and knowledge of You, in Jesus Name. Amen. 
 
 



Intercessory Prayer:  
The following song will help us focus as we come to our time of 
intercessory prayer. 
 
Song: We Seek Your Kingdom 
Transform, revive and heal society 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDEPe3-UxCY 
 
The song makes the plea that the Lord will transform, revive and heal 
society and it is relevant to the times we are living in with the impact that 
the pandemic has had throughout the world. 
 
Transform 

 We pray for transformation whereby people will turn their hearts 
and minds toward God and that there will be a spiritual awakening 
within our society. We want to see our nation seeking His 
Kingdom. 

 We would ask for a transforming force that turns people away from 
the pursuit of power, pleasure and prestige and have hearts of 
compassion, care and service for others.  

 We pray that the church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, will be that 
transformational force within society as it faithfully proclaims the 
Good News of Christ and shows the love of Christ in action.  

 
Revive 

 We pray that our economy and the economies around the world 
will be revived so that people will be able to earn money to enable 
them to pay their bills.  

 Revive the leaders of our nation in government, the leaders of 
organisations large and small, the care workers in so many 
spheres of life and the volunteers all of whom have given selflessly 
during these difficult times. 

 Revive the hearts and minds of people as they have suffered from 
the loss of loved ones or the loss of employment, for those 
struggling from loneliness and for those who have lost hope. 

 
Heal 

 We pray for healing from the ravages of the Covid-19 virus and 
healing for people who have other illnesses that have not been 
able to be treated because the health service has been 
overstretched and many people have no idea when treatment will 



be available. Healing, also, for those suffering mentally and 
emotionally.  

 The wounds in society that have been caused by injustice and 
greed. 

 Heal those known to us as we bring them before you. 
 
Song: Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us – for we have no help but Thee 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olnxnGEO-F4 
 
Prayer  
Father we thank You that You have Your hand upon our lives, that You 
lead us and guide us on the journey through life. To help us walk with 
You day by day You have given us Your word and we ask that through 
the power of the Holy Spirit You will speak to us today that we might 
deepen our faith and trust in You.  We ask this in the Name of Jesus. 
Amen  
 
The Lord leads Joseph – The early years 
 
Do you enjoy reading biographies? The stories of the lives that people 
lead show us the impact that any individual can have, and it reveals the 
things that have happened in their lives that have influenced the journey 
they have had. So often what happens in a person’s life is due to 
circumstances over which they have no control, but is there someone 
who is in control? 
 
The Bible is full of the stories of people and what is wonderful is that we 
can see the way the Lord has His hand upon their lives. We are 
encouraged to know that there is someone who has a plan for our lives 
as it states in Jeremiah 29: 11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.” 
 
Today we are going to look at the life of Joseph in the book of Genesis. 
We will see how events unfold that had an impact upon Joseph’s life; 
even events that occurred before he was born. You may ask how can 
that be.  In Genesis 29 we read how Joseph’s father, Jacob, had to work 
for his father in law, Laban, for fourteen years to marry Joseph’s mother, 
Rachel. Jacob had been deceived by Laban into marrying his elder 
daughter Leah, before he could marry Rachel. Jacob loved Rachel more 
than Leah but it was Leah that had children whilst Rachel was barren. 



Eventually Rachel gave birth to Joseph and Benjamin, but sadly died 
when Benjamin was born. What is the relevance of this upon the life of 
Joseph? Well, because Rachel had a special place in the heart of Jacob 
as she was only able to have children when Jacob was an old man, it 
meant that he favoured Joseph more than his other children especially 
those born to Leah. This is confirmed in Genesis 37: 3, “Now Israel (Jacob) 
loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to 
him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him.” 
 
We then go on to read the impact this has upon the relationship that 
Joseph has with his siblings. Genesis 37: 4, “When his brothers saw that 
their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not 
speak a kind word to him.” This is not an easy situation for Joseph but as 
we read more of chapter 37 we see events that make the situation even 
worse for Joseph. Verses 5 – 11, “Joseph had a dream, and when he told it 
to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He said to them, ‘Listen to this 
dream I had: We were binding sheaves of corn in the field when suddenly my 
sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered round mine and 
bowed down to it.’ His brothers said to him, ‘Do you intend to reign over us?  
Will you actually rule us?’ And they hated him all the more because of his 
dream and what he had said. Then he had another dream, and he told it to 
his brothers. ‘Listen,’ he said, ‘I had another dream, and this time the sun and 
the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.’ When he told his 
father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, ‘What is this 
dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and 
bow down to the ground before you? His brothers were jealous of him, but 
his father kept the matter in mind.’ 
  
This could be a warning to those of us who are parents that we need to 
be careful how we treat our children so as not to show undue favouritism 
so that it causes jealousy or envy between siblings. Yet we have to be 
mindful that each child is special and we need to address their individual 
needs. We need the Lord’s help and guidance as we care for our 
children and grandchildren. 
 
The dynamics of family life for Joseph will go on to shape future events 
for him in ways that we cannot imagine. Chapter 37 goes on to tell us 
how Joseph is sent by his father to see his brothers who are grazing 
sheep in distant pastures. Verses 17 – 20, “So Joseph went after his 
brothers and found them near Dothan. But they saw him in the distance, and 
before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. ‘Here comes that dreamer!’ 



they said to each other. ‘Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of 
the cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see 
what comes of his dreams.’ 
 
The chapter goes on to outline how events developed. One of the 
brothers was not happy to see Joseph killed and it so happened that a 
caravan of Ishmaelites came by and the brothers decided to sell Joseph 
to the merchants for twenty shekels rather than kill him. However they 
did go back to Jacob and showed him Joseph’s robe that had been 
dipped in blood and told him that he had been killed by a ferocious 
animal. The last verse of chapter 37 tells us what happened to Joseph. 
“Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of 
Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.” 
 
As we look back over these events we see how sibling rivalry and 
jealousy led to the hatred of Joseph by his brothers and we see how it 
resulted in Joseph being taken to Egypt. Sadly we see in our society 
families torn apart and it can lead to tragic events. Little did the brothers 
know that things were going well with Joseph and we read the 
encouraging circumstances as written in Genesis 39: 1 – 6a, “Now Joseph 
had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of 
Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites 
who had taken him there. The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered, and 
lived in the house of his Egyptian master. When his master saw that the Lord 
was with him and that the Lord gave his success in everything he did, Joseph 
found favour in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in 
charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 
From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all he owned, the 
Lord blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing 
of the Lord was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the 
field. So he left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he 
did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.” 
 
What a wonderful passage this is. Joseph who was hated by his 
brothers and sold as a slave is nevertheless being led by the Lord. The 
Lord prospers him and this is noticed by Potiphar who entrusts 
everything he has to Joseph and wonderfully he too prospers. Others 
are blessed when we are faithful to God’s plan for our lives. The 
blessing of the Lord was on everything Potiphar had, both in the 
house and in the field. And this was because of Joseph. 
 



From seemingly impossible circumstances we see God’s plan for Joseph 
unfolding. We can be encouraged that God too has a plan for our lives 
even though we might go through difficult times. This is confirmed when 
we read Romans 8: 28, “And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been called according to His 
purpose.” 
 
God has a plan and a purpose for our lives and this is revealed day by 
day as we walk with Him and put our trust in Him. We too want to see 
others blessed by our lives, not for our praise, but to bring glory to the 
Lord and others come to know Him. We have seen how God had His 
hand upon Joseph and the next time we look at the life of Joseph we will 
see how God continues to lead him. 
 
Prayer: 
 
Father we thank You that You watch over our lives. You are the 
Sovereign Lord and all things work together for good to those who love 
You and that You are with us in both the good times and the difficult 
times. We thank You that we are encouraged by the way You had Your 
hand upon Joseph’s life. Amen 
 
Song: I do not know what lies ahead  
He’ll guide me with His hand; with God things don’t just happen 
everything by Him is planned 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgA4UlkB1N8 
 
Jude 24 
Now to Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before 
His glorious presence without fault and with great joy – to the only God our 
Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, before all ages, now and for evermore!  Amen 
 
 
 


