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Jesus, the reason that we live 
  
   
Opening Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that whether we are in the church 
building together or thinking about You alone, You are with us and hear 
our prayers. Help us to know You as You know us, and to love You as 
you Love us. We pray that this time spent in Your presence may be 
pleasing to You and a blessing for us. 
Amen 
 
Some words of encouragement from God in these troubled times. 
 
Reading: Hebrews 13:5-6 

5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what 
you have, because God has said, 

‘Never will I leave you; 
    never will I forsake you.’ 
 
6 So we say with confidence, 

‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
    What can man do to me?’ 

In these times of uncertainty, when we face unknown challenges and 
changes in the future, it is good to have someone we can depend on. 
Many of the people, or things, we rely on may be withdrawn at any 
moment. Neither our wealth nor health is guaranteed. Our plans, if we 
can even make any, may not come to fruition. 

But, we can rely on Jesus. If we put our faith in Him we can be confident 
of His promise - ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’. 

Last week we were reminded that ‘faith is being sure of what we hope 
for and certain of what we do not see.’ 

We need to centre our faith on Jesus to survive the storms of life. 



Song: Jesus, be the centre –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EG-l1kK-BpU 
 

Jesus be my centre, be my source, be my light. 
Jesus be my centre, be my hope, be my song. 
Jesus be my vision, be my path, be my guide. 
 
Be the fire in my heart, 
be the wind in my sails, 
be the reason that I live. 
 

Although Jesus has promised never to leave us, it takes two to make a 
relationship work. We need to stick by Him. We need to place Him at the 
centre of our lives; He should be the source of our wellbeing, the light of 
our lives. It is Jesus who can give us hope for the future and raise a 
song in our hearts. We also need His help to grant us vision, to be the 
way, the truth and the life. To guide us through all the stages of our lives. 
 
At Pentecost the Holy Spirit came as fire and wind. We need the fire and 
passion of the Holy Spirit which like the wind in our sails can propel us 
forward into the works He has prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
If we stay close to Jesus, with the Holy Spirit at our core, we will be close 
to the reason we were born, not once, but twice. Born of the flesh and 
born of the spirit. Born to worship God. 
 
Song: When I look into Your holiness –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jfIT3rooJWQ 
 
 
Prayers - In your own words just praise and thank the Lord, for who He 
is, for what He is, for what He has done. Confess your need of 
forgiveness. Acknowledge the price Jesus paid; so that justice might be 
served, yet our sins forgiven. He died that we might live.  
 
Song: All heaven declares –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPkZAjA610k 
 
 
Prayers of Praise, Thanks and Intercession 
Pray as you feel led.  
 
 



 
Readings: John 1:1-5 The Word became flesh 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were 
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
Acts 17:26-28 
26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole 
earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries 
of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach 
out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 “For in him 
we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets have said, 
“We are his offspring.” 

 
Some Thoughts: Jesus – The reason that we live. 
 
John’s gospel tells us that it was Jesus, the Word of God, who made 
everything in the beginning. That means He made man. You and me. 
 
That is the reason we live – because Jesus made us. 
 
OK, there have been a few generations since Adam and Eve, but 
fundamentally we have been created by a creator God-in-three-persons: 
God the Father, Jesus, The Holy Spirit. 
 
So, why did He make us? 
 
It seems God made us to have a relationship of love with Him. 
As demonstrated in Genesis where he walked in the Garden of Eden 
with Adam and Eve, and evident in His plans for our future.  
 
We know the relationship was damaged by sin; we know that Jesus 
came and died to repair that damage for those who put their faith in Him. 
 
So what are His plans for our future? 
 
Reading:  John 14:1-4 
14 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  



I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 
where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.’ 
 
5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can 
we know the way?’ 
6 Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.’ 
 
It seems His plans for our future involve us dwelling in the Father’s 
house. That is why He came – to take us home. 
 
Reading: John 10:10-11 
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full. 
11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
 
Jesus, the good shepherd, came from somewhere (heaven), that we 
might have life in all its fullness. He went as far as laying down His life 
for this. 
 
Song: You laid aside Your majesty  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Asy9EQSvrZ4 
 
Now, Jesus does things with a long-term perspective. Life in all its 
fullness means eternal life. 
 
It may be that we are fortunate enough to enjoy a full and joyful life here 
on earth, but that is not guaranteed. For example, His disciples were 
martyred for following Him, as many are in our day. But even in suffering 
people who put Jesus at the centre of their lives can find joy in adversity. 
 
 
Reading: John 14:15-21, 25-27 Jesus promises the Holy Spirit 
15 ‘If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you for ever – 17 the Spirit of 
truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  
18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  
19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you also will live.  



20 On that day you will realise  
that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  
21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. 
The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and 
show myself to him.’…… 
 
25 ‘All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Counsellor, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.  
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.’ 
 
The joy that we can experience here on earth is founded on the loving 
relationship we can have with God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 
It is an eternal relationship that starts when we accept Jesus as our Lord 
and Saviour, ask Him to forgive our sins and start to follow Him and 
obey His commands. 
 
The challenge for us is to put and keep Jesus at the centre of our lives, 
as our reason for living, so that we might know the joy of being in this 
relationship with Him and truly growing to know Him more and more. 
 
Song: All I once held dear  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxpPIa-BskY 
 
Grace   
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us now and always. 
AMEN 


