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Our wonderful God 
 
Welcome. It is with thanks that we share again either in person or in our 
homes a time of praising and worshiping Our Heavenly Father. May we 
grow in our love and knowledge of Him as we listen to songs, pray and 
study the Word of God. May each of us be open to the Holy Spirit to 
touch our lives so that we might be equipped to faithfully serve Him.  
 
Revelation 17:14  
They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them 
because He is the Lord of lords and the King of kings  - and with Him will be His 
called, chosen and faithful followers, 
  
Song: The King is among us 
Let us draw near and worship the King of kings. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggSjE26Iivw 
 
Prayer: 
Loving heavenly Father we rejoice that you are the King of kings and 
Lord of all and that your Holy Spirit moves amongst us. We praise and 
thank you that you are the wonderful Creator of our world and you give 
us life, life in all its fullness, when we believe in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
We ask for your forgiveness for not fulfilling Your will in our lives as we 
seek to live selfishly. We ask that we will draw close to you as we spend 
time in your presence, in Jesus Name. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen 

 



Song: Take time to be holy, speak oft with Thy Lord 
This song reminds us how important it is to spend time with the Lord 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WblkcQYxdp8 
 
Intercessory Prayer:  
National Issues 
As the restrictions ease with the lockdown we need to pray for the 
continued protection of people.  
We ask for encouragement for those who are anxious about businesses 
that have suffered over the last year and the decisions made by the 
government that impact businesses. 
We remember farmers as they are busy caring for stock and preparing 
the fields for crops especially that the weather will not hinder them. 
We ask the Lord to be with all those involved in education during this 
time when assessments will be made so that the results will be fair.  
International Issues 
We ask that the Lord will have His hand upon the tragic situation in India 
resulting from the ravages of the pandemic. 
We ask that peace will come for those areas in the world where there is 
war or civil unrest: Syria, Myanmar and Yemen. 
Local Issues 
We remember those serving in local government in the Alton area that 
they will make wise decisions regarding the use of resources. 
For the churches in Alton that they will have an impact in the community 
as they share the good news of the gospel.  
We remember the fellowship at ABC. 
 
Song: Now in reverence and awe 
Lord, Your truth cannot be chained; it searches everything 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4LvugGjJwhk 
 
Prayer: 
Father we ask that the  Holy Spirit will open our hearts and minds to your 
Word so that we may respond positively to what You want to share with 
us to enable us to grow in our love and knowledge of You. We ask this in 
the Name of Jesus. Amen  
 

We will be looking at Psalm 139 

1 You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. 2 You know when I sit and 
when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3 You discern my going out 
and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.  4 Before a word is on 



my tongue you, LORD, know it completely. 5 You hem me in behind and before, 
and you lay your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too 
lofty for me to attain.  

Verses 1 – 6: Our wonderful all-knowing God 

This psalm expresses the depth of the relationship God has with us. The 
quality of any relationship is built upon how much you know about a 
person. Marriage is one of the deepest and most intimate relationships a 
person can experience and it deepens over the years as experiences 
are shared. Yet even in the closest of marriages you only partially know 
your partner. Contrast this with the relationship we have with God. 

The Lord searches us and knows all our movements, when we sit and 
when we rise. He knows our thoughts, when we rest and what we speak. 
It is summed up when the psalmist says YOU are familiar with ALL my 
ways. How does it make you feel when you realise that you are totally 
exposed to an all knowing God? Nothing is hidden from Him. We seek to 
hide aspects of our lives from others but this cannot be achieved with 
the Lord. When we realise this do we respond as the psalmist does and 
say, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to 
attain.” However verse 5 gives us hope for it says, “You hem me in 
behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.” By hemming us 
in He is putting a protective fence around us and He has His hand upon 
our lives. Although He knows all about us, the sin in our lives, He reveals 
His hand upon our lives  when we believe in  His Son, Jesus Christ and 
this restores the relationship with Him. Even though He knows ALL 
about us He still loves us.  In 1 Chronicles 28: 9 David gives instruction 
to his son Solomon reminding him of the all-searching nature of God, 
“And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve 
him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord 
searches every heart, and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If 
you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will reject 
you forever.” We too should take note of this instruction to Solomon and 
live our lives in openness to an all-knowing God. 

Verses 7 - 12   An ever present God 

7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?  8 If I 
go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are 
there. 9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 11 If I 
say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,” 



12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the 
day, for darkness is as light to you. 
 
Knowing that God is omnipresent deepens our awareness of God. 
These verses show us that there is no where we can go to flee from the 
presence of God and what is stated is all embracing. It also recognises 
that we may plumb the depths and experience periods of darkness but 
we are reassured that His hand will guide, we will be held fast and He 
will be light in the darkness because He is with us. On our journey 
through life we may have times of spiritual rebellion and be involved in 
things for which we are deeply ashamed but even in those times the 
passage reminds us that God is still with us. He never gives up on us. In 
a book of devotional readings, ‘I Am With You’, I read, “The company you 
keep is with the Architect of this universe in His infinite wisdom. My 
presence surrounds you – and My influence, in your unique 
circumstances. Without Me, you would have been in the gravest of 
danger.” Knowing that He is always with us protects us from our 
adversary the devil and He is our helper: Psalm 46: 1, “God is our refuge 
and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble.”  
 
Verses 13 – 18 God, you are a wonderful creator 

13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 
works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not hidden from 
you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the 
depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained 
for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 17 How 
precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 Were I 
to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand—when I awake, I am 
still with you. 

This is a beautiful passage of scripture that describes the wonder of our 
Creator God in creating human life as the high point of all creation.  
Genesis 2: 7 gives context to verse 15 when we are reminded that our 
origins are from the depth of the earth. “The Lord formed the man from the 
dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 
man became a living being.” Not only are we intricately formed but the 
Lord knows the length of our lives as we live one breath at a time. The 
psalmist also acknowledges, with wonder and thankfulness, the care 
God takes of him throughout his life. From the moment of conception 
God knows us, all our days are ordained by Him and God’s thoughts of 



love and care are toward us. Can you say as the psalmist, “How precious 
to me are your thoughts, God!” These verses truly speak of the wonder of 
life as we wake to a new day and it will be a day that the Lord will be 
with us as shown in verse 17, when I awake, I am still with you. 

Verses 19 – 22 The fact of sin 

19 If only you, God, would slay the wicked! Away from me, you who are 
bloodthirsty! 20 They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse 
your name. 21 Do I not hate those who hate you, LORD, and abhor those who 
are in rebellion against you? 22 I have nothing but hatred for them; I count 
them my enemies. 

In this passage of the psalm we come face to face with sin. There is the 
recognition of wicked and bloodthirsty men who speak with evil intent 
and rebel against God. David hates them and counts them as enemies. 
Do we realise how destructive sin is?  

 It seeks to deny the mystery of God’s creativity and endeavours to 
give other explanations for the existence of the earth and all that 
dwells upon it. Indicating it is a natural process evolving over a 
period of time. 

 It seeks to destroy and abuse God’s Creation and hinder creative 
activity often based on selfish ambition and greed. We see the 
impact this has upon our environment around the world. 

 It seeks to disrupt the harmony of mankind’s social life, for it was 
God’s plan for humanity that they should live together in harmony 
and peace. We only need to see what is happening in Myanmar, 
Syria, Yemen and in so many places around the world to witness 
man’s inhumanity to man. 

Tragically we see the consequences of sin in our own lives because it 
damages the relationship we have with the Lord and with others. It is 
important that we confess our sin and seek forgiveness and also to pray 
against the works of our adversary, the devil. Remembering as it states 
in 1 Peter 5: 8, “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith.”  Part 
of standing firm will be the need for us to speak out against the sinful 
things happening in our world and that could lead to persecution. “We 
live in an age where tolerance is prized. Yet, a tolerance that is often 
repressive rather than enriching. Once tolerance suppresses freedom of 
thought and free speech it redefines its meaning. No longer will we be 
able to participate freely in public debate without first subscribing to the 



fundamental norms that now underpin ‘tolerance’.” (Every Day with 
Jesus) In seeking to live a life following Jesus it may create ripples in a 
society that has no time for Him. Are we prepared to stand for the truth 
that we read in the Bible? 

Verses 23 – 24  The psalmist’s response 

23 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting. 

These verses once again present a challenge to us to be prepared to be 
fully open to the Lord in all aspects of our lives so there is nothing 
offensive to Him. This will enable us to be led by Him with the joy of 
knowing that it is a path that leads to life everlasting! 
 
May you be encouraged in your daily walk with the Lord in the light of 
His Word revealed in this wonderful Psalm.  
 
Prayer: 
Father we thank you that through the study of your Word we can deepen 
the relationship we have with you as the wonderful Creator who formed 
us, knows all about us and loves us. 
 
Song: O God You have searched and known me 
This song is based on Psalm 139 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEGc3_D19Vo 
 
Ephesians 3: 20 – 21 
Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen 
 
 


