Alton Baptist Church
e-Service 26th July 2020
God knows us before we are born
Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank You that whether we are in the church building
together or thinking about You alone, You are with us and hear our prayers.
Help us to spend time each day singing your praises, reading and
contemplating Your Word, praying for one another and those issues You
bring to our attention. Amen
Song 10,000 reasons (Bless the Lord)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E
10,000 reasons to bless or praise the Lord, is a large number. Amen.
Praise the Lord!
Let’s read His word and see what He has for us today.
Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10 The call of Jeremiah
4

The word of the LORD came to me, saying,
5

6

‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I set you apart;
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.’

‘Alas, Sovereign LORD,’ I said, ‘I do not know how to speak; I am too young.’

7

But the LORD said to me, ‘Do not say, “I am too young.” You must go to everyone
I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I
am with you and will rescue you,’ declares the LORD.
9

Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, ‘I
have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and
kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to
plant.’

Some Thoughts
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you.”
There are many examples of God knowing the child before he is born or
even conceived. Jesus, John the Baptist, Isaac, Samson, and Samuel.
King David speaks of this in psalm 139:13-16
13

For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.
15
My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
16
Your eyes saw my unformed body;
all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.
Dawn & I have been watching the development of a wood pigeon from egg,
to chick, to youngster just beginning to get out of the nest in our garden.
We feel so protective towards ‘our’ little baby pigeon.
I have placed a link, at the end of the e-service that shows a video of a
child’s amazing development in the womb during the first 11 weeks of life.
Song All things bright and beautiful (The Lord God made them all) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUnQMvwaXlc
Prayers of Praise, Thanks and Intercession
Pray as you feel led.
Some more thoughts
“Do not be afraid”
Now we get to the “do not be afraid”. If God knows us before we are born,
what are His thoughts about the 209,519 abortions that took place in
England and Wales during 2019. Or the 9.3 million unborn babies that have
lost their lives to abortion in England and Wales since 1967, when abortion
became legal.
These are large numbers but behind each of these numbers are individual
unborn human lives, each one created, known and loved by God.

There are also horrible difficult choices that have had to be made. Even the
pro-choice supporters would probably prefer not to find themselves in the
position where they personally have to choose. Whatever the choice there
are consequences for those involved.
Does abortion please God? Will he bless us as individuals or as a nation?
Is involvement with abortion a sin?
What would Jesus say?
He doesn’t mention abortion specifically, but it is possible that we can learn
something of what Jesus might say, from his response to the woman
caught in adultery.
Reading John 8:1-11
1

but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.

2

At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered
round him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before
the group 4 and said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of
adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do
you say?’ 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for
accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When
they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, ‘Let any one
of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ 8 Again he stooped
down and wrote on the ground.
9

At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first,
until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened
up and asked her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’
11

‘No one, sir,’ she said.

‘Then neither do I condemn you,’ Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave your life of
sin.’
Jesus did not go into all the details of what she and others may or may not
have done and the reasons for and against their choices and actions
He made it clear that she was not the only one who had sinned.

He had compassion on her.
He forgave her.
He told her to sin no more – to change her life.
As with adultery, abortion harms many people, not just those immediately
involved. The woman, who may have been coerced into abortion against
her will, the man who may or may not have had a say, the promoters of
abortion, the advisors and counsellors, the medical staff who themselves
may not want to do such work. All can suffer from a guilty conscience
whether they acknowledge it or not.
Our message is that Jesus offers love, acceptance, compassion,
forgiveness and new life. We as Christians should do the same.
Song Filled with compassion https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxx0EN6Bqdc
Let’s pray that we may be able to offer loving compassion to those whose
lives have been touched by abortion. It may be a taboo subject, but there is
help through Jesus for those who carry a burden.
Song I am a new creation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwjOLFMZhQo
Ephesians 2:8-10
8
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God – 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For
we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.
Grace
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Love of God,
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us now and always.
AMEN
Robin
I encourage you to take a look at this extraordinary video of life inside the
womb. Window on the womb video: 8 to 11 weeks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zwhIx-QZkB0

This is a video about Hope in Christ by the Hope Pregnancy Centre. Worth
watching
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lt3XTPQ8h_Y&feature=share&fbclid=Iw
AR1ILEF0SXYWbS3pL7MkvnwkSpC_NJP5j7YfZZ46RODRlw07_hsUYLyD24
This is a link to a Facebook site set up to “Give a voice to those who have
had an abortion and regretted it. To provide a forum for healing through the
love of Jesus.”
https://www.facebook.com/candleofhopeuk/
This is a link to a website that explains Candle of Hope. Steve Jack, who
set this up, has been sending information to me at ABC for a couple of
years.
I’m taking this chance to pass it on.
www.candleofhope.uk

